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any certifícate issued for service 
provided through those facilities would 
not be case-specific, but would be an 
open access blanket transportation 
certificate.13

The Commission orders: Northwest 
Natural’s request for rehearing is 
denied.

By the Commission

Lois D. Cashell,
Secretary.

[FR Doc. 92-15664 Filed 7-2-92; 8:45 amj 
BILLING CODE 6717-01-M

DEPARTMENT OF TH E  TREASURY 

Customs Service 

19 CFR Part 4 

[T .D . 92 -61]

Addition of Finland to the Pleasure- 
Vessel List of Countries Entitled to 
Reciprocal Cruising Licenses

AGENCY: U.S. Customs Service, 
Department of the Treasury. 
a c tio n : Final rule.

SUMMARY: This document amends the 
Customs Regulations by adding Finland 
to the list of countries whose pleasure 
vessels may be issued U.S. cruising 
licenses. Customs has been duly 
informed that yachts used and employed 
exclusively as pleasure vessels 
belonging to any U.S. resident are 
allowed to arrive at and depart from 
Finnish ports and cruise in the waters of 
Finland without being subjected to 
formal entry and clearance procedures. 
Therefore, Customs is extending 
reciprocal entry and clearance privileges 
to Finnish-fiag pleasure vessels. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: This amendment is 
effective July 6,1992. These reciprocal 
privileges became effective for Finland 
on March 19,1992.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
B. James Fritz, Carrier Rulings Branch 
(202) 566-5706.

,a See Blue Lake Gas Storage Company, eta ]., 59 
F E R C J61.118 (1992) (Blue Lake). In B lue Lake, the 
Commission, among other things, denied Blue Lake's 
request for case-specific certificate authority to 
provide storage service to ANR Pipeline Company, 
granted Blue Lake a blanket transportation 
certifícate under part 284, subpart G, and 
announced that it will no longer grant case-specific 
storage certificates. The granting of case-specific 
storage certificates, is no longer warranted because 
of the role played by open access transportation in 
today’s market, and because the granting of such 
certificates would conflict with the Commission's 
open access transportation policy to add major new 
facilities to the interstate system that are not now 
subject to open access.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
Background

Section 4.94(a), Customs Regulations 
(19 CFR 4.94(a)), provides that U.S.- 
documented vessels with a recreational 
endorsement, that are used exclusively 
for pleasure and not engaged in any 
trade and that do not violate the U.S. 
Customs or navigation laws, may 
proceed from port to port in the U.S, or 
to foreign ports without entering and 
clearing, provided they have not visited 
a hovering vessel. However, when 
returning from a foreign port or place, 
such pleasure vessels are required to 
report their arrival pursuant to § 4.2, 
Customs Regulations (19 CFR 4.2).

Foreign-flag yachts entering the U.S. 
are generally required to comply with 
the laws applicable to foreign vessels 
arriving at, departing from, and 
proceeding between ports of the U.S. 
See, for example Sections 433 and 1435, 
Tariff Act of 1930, as amended (19 U.S.C 
1433 and 1435). However, § 4.94(b), 
Customs Regulations (19 CFR 4.94(b)), 
provides that pleasure vessels from 
certain countries found to exempt U.S. 
pleasure vessels from certain formal 
Customs procedures may be issued 
cruising licenses that reciprocally 
exempt them from similar, U.S. formal 
entry and clearance procedures [e.g., 
filing manifests, obtaining permits to 
proceed, and paying entry and clearance 
fees). Then, upon arrival at each U.S. 
port of entry, the masters of such 
licensed vessels simply report the fact of 
arrival to the appropriate Customs 
office. Also, yachts Or pleasure vessels 
not carrying passengers or merchandise 
in trade are exempt from paying tonnage 
tax and light money pursuant to 
§ 4.21(b)(5), Customs Regulations (19 
CFR 4.21(b)(5)). The list of such 
countries that have been granted 
reciprocal customs privileges is set forth 
at § 4.94(b).

By diplomatic note dated March 16, 
1992, the Finnish Embassy in 
Washington, DC, informed the 
Department of State that Finland allows 
U.S. yachts and other pleasure boats to 
arrive at and depart from Finnish ports 
and to cruise without payment of import 
duties or taxes and free of import 
prohibitions and restrictions, subject to 
re-exportation and certain other 
conditions. By letter dated March 19, 
1992, the Department of State advised 
the Chief, Carrier Rulings Branch, U.S. 
Customs Service, that the Finnish 
treatment of U.S. pleasure vessels in 
Finnish waters appeared to satisfy the 
conditions for reciprocal customs 
privileges and recommended that 
Finland be added to the list of countries 
under the provisions of 19 CFR 4.94(b). 
The Chief, Carrier Rulings Branch, is of

the opinion that satisfactory evidence 
had been furnished to grant the 
reciprocal privileges allowed under 
§ 4.94(b), effective March 19,1992, and 
requested that Finland be added to the 
list of countries enumerated at § 4.94(b).

Authority to amend this section of the 
Customs Regulations has been delegated 
to the Chief, Regulations and Disclosure 
Law Branch.

Inapplicability of Public Notice and 
Comment Requirements, Delayed 
Effective Date Requirements, The 
Regulatory Flexibility Act, and 
Executive Order 12291

Because this amendment merely 
reflects a statutory requirement that 
confers a benefit upon the public, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), notice 
and public procedure thereon are not 
required. Further, for the same reasons, 
good cause exists for dispensing with a 
delayed effective date under 5 U.S.C. 
553(d)(1) and (3). Since this document is 
not subject to the notice and public 
procedure requirements of 5 U.S.C. 553, 
it is not subject to provisions of the 
Regulatory Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. 601 
et seq.). This amendment does not meet 
the criteria for a “major rule” as defined 
in E .0 .12291; therefore, a regulatory 
impact analysis is not required.

Drafting Information

The principal author of this document 
was Gregory R. Vilders, Regulations and 
Disclosure Law Branch.

List of Subjects in 19 CFR Part 4

Customs duties and inspection, 
Maritime carriers, Vessels, Yachts.

Amendment to the Regulations

To reflect the reciprocal privileges 
granted to vessels registered in Finland, 
Part 4, Customs Regulations (19 CFR 
part 4), is amended as set forth below:

PART 4— VESSELS IN FOREIGN AND 
DOMESTIC TRADES

1. The authority citation for part 4 
continues to read in part as follows:

Authority: 5 U.S.C. 301,19 U.S.C. 66,1624;
46 U.S.C. App. 3;
* * * * *

Section 4.94 also issued under 19 U.S.C.
1433,1434,1435,1441, 46 U.S.C. App. 91,104, 
313, 314;
*  . *. *  *

§ 4.94 [A m end ed]

2. In § 4.94, paragraph (b) is amended 
by inserting, in appropriate alphabetical 
order, "Finland” in the list of countries 
whose yachts may be issued U.S. 
cruising licenses.
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Dated: June 26.1992.
Kathryn C. Peterson,
Chief, Regulations and D isclosure Law 
Branch.
[FR Doc. 92-15590 Filed 7-2-92; 8:45 am]
BILL!NO CODE 4820-02-M

19 CFR Part 4 

[T .D . 92-62]

Addttton of S t  Vincent and the 
Grenadines to the Coastwise-Trade 
List of Nations Entitled to Certain 
Reciprocal Vessel Privileges

AGENCY: U.S. Customs Service, 
Department of the Treasury. 
a c tio n : Final rale. _______________

sum m ar y: Una document amends die 
Customs Regulations by adding St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines to the list of 
nations whose vessels are entitled to 
certain reciprocal coastwise trade 
privileges relating to die transport of 
empty cargo vans, empty lift vans, and 
empty shipping tanks between points in 
the U.S. Customs has been duly 
informed that the Government of S t  
Vincent and the Grenadines places no 
restrictions on the. carriage of empty 
cargo vans, empty lift vans, empty 
shipping tanks, and stevedoring 
equipment by U.S. vessels between its 
ports. Therefore, Castoms is extending 
reciprocal Goastwise trade privileges to 
St. Vincent and Grenadine-flag vessels. 
DATES: This amendment is effective July
6.1992. These reciprocal privileges for 
vessels registered in S t  Vincent and the 
Grenadines became effective on January
14.1992.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
B. James Fritz, Carrier Rulings Branch 
(202)566-5706.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background
Section 27, Merchant Marine Act of 

1920, as amended (46 U.S.C. App. 883), 
referred to as die Jones Act, provides 
generally that no merchandise shall be 
transported by water, or by land and 
water, between points in the U.S. except 
in vessels built in and documented 
under the laws of die U.S. and owned by 
U.S. citizens. However, the sixth 
proviso, as amended, states that, upon a 
finding by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
pursuant to information obtained and 
furnished by the Secretary of State, that 
a foreign nation does not restrict the 
transportation of certain articles 
between its ports by vessels of the U.S., 
reciprocal privileges will be accorded to 
vessels of that nation, and the 
prohibition against the transportation of

those articles between points in the U.S. 
will not apply to its vessels.

The regulations implementing these 
reciprocal coastwise transportation 
privilege provisions are found at § 4.93, 
Customs Regulations (19 CFR 4.93). 
Section 4.93(a)(1) provides for the 
exemption for certain nations' vessels 
transporting empty cargo vans, empty 
lift vans, and empty shipping tanks, and 
§ 4.93(b)(1) enumerates those nations 
found to extend reciprocal privileges to 
U.S. vessels in this regard. Section 
4.93(a)(2) provides for a similar 
exemption relating to stevedoring 
equipment mid material, and § 4.93(b)(2) 
similarly enumerates those nations 
found to extend similar reciprocal 
privileges to U S. vessels in this regard.

Based on diplomatic notes from the 
Government of S t  Vincent and the 
Grenadines to the Department of State, 
on January 14,1992, the Department of 
State advised the Chief, Carrier Rulings 
Branch, U S  Customs Service, that the 
evidence of die St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines' treatment of U.S. vessels on 
the carriage of empty cargo vans, empty 
lift vans, empty shipping tanks, and 
stevedoring equipment between its ports 
appeared to satisfy the conditions for 
reciprocal privileges and recommended 
that St. Vincent and the Grenadines be 
added to the list of nations under die 
provisions of 19 CFR 4.93(b) (1) and {2). 
The Chief, Carrier Rulings Branch, is of 
the opinion that satisfactory evidence 
had been furnished to grant die 
reciprocal privileges allowed under 
§ 4.93, effective January 14,1992, and 
requested that S t  Vincent and the 
Grenadines be added to the list of 
nations enumerated a t § 4.93(b)(1) and
(2) .  W .  •

Authority to amend this section of the 
Customs Regulations has been delegated 
to the Chiet Regulations and Disclosure 
Law Branch.
Inapplicability of Public Notice and 
Comment Requirements, Delayed 
Effective Date Requirements, the 
Regulatory Flexibility Act, and 
Executive Order 12291

Because this amendment merely 
reflects a statutory requirement that 
confers a benefit upon the public, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), notice 
and public procedure thereon are not 
required. Further, for the same reasons, 
good cause exists for dispensing with a 
decayed effective date under 5 U.S.C. 
553(d) (1) and (3). Since this document is 
not subject to die notice and public 
procedure requirements of 5 U.S.C. 553, 
it is not subject to provisions of die 
Regulatory Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. 601 
et seq.). This amendment does not meet 
die criteria for a ‘‘major rule” as defined

in E .0 .12291; therefore, a regulatory 
impact analysis is not required.
Drafting Information

The principal author of this document 
was Gregory R. Vilders, Regulations and 
Disclosure Law Branch.
List of Subjects in 19 CFR Part 4

Customs duties and inspection, 
Maritime carriers, Vessels, Coastwise 
trade.
Amendment to the Regulations

To reflect the reciprocal privileges 
granted to vessels registered in St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines, part 4, 
Customs Regulations (19 CFR part 4), is 
amended as set forth below:

PART 4— VESSELS IN FOREIGN AND 
DOMESTIC TRADES

1. The authority citation for part 4 
continues to read in part as follows:

Authority: 5 U.S.C. 301,19 U.S.C. 66,1624;
46 U.S.C. App. 3;
* * * * *

Section 4.93 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1322(a), 46 U.S.C. App. 883;
* * * * * .»

§ 4.93 [A m end ed]

2. In § 4.93, paragraphs (b) (1) and (2) 
are amended by inserting, in appropriate 
alphabetical order, “St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines" m the list of nations 
entitled to reciprocal privileges.

Dated: Jane 26,1992.
Kathryn C. Peterson,
Chief, Regulations and D isclosure Law 
Branch.
(FR Ooc. 92-15591 Filed 7-2-92; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4820-02-M

DEPARTMENT O F COMMERCE 

Patent and Trademark Office 

37 CFR Parts 1 ,2  and 3 

[Docket No. 910246-2140]

RiN 0651-AA43

Changes in Patent and Trademark 
Assignment Practice

AGENCY: Patent and Trademark Office, 
Commerce.
ACTION: Final rule.____________________

sum m ar y: The Patent and Trademark 
Office (Office) is amending the rules of 
practice regarding assignments in patent 
and trademark cases to improve and 
clarify the rules, to codify changes in 
practice and to consolidate the rules. 
The Office has combined the assignment
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rules currently in parts 1 and 2 into a 
new part 3 directed to assignments. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: September 4 ,1992. 
These rules will be applicable to all 
documents filed with the Office on or 
after the effective date.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Trademark related matters: Lynne 
Beresford by telephone at (703) 305-9464 
or by mail marked to her attention 
addressed to the Commissioner of 
Patents and Trademarks, Washington, 
DC 20231. Patent related matters: Jeffrey 
V. Nase by telephone at (703) 305-9282 
or by mail marked to his attention and 
addressed to Commissioner of Patents 
and Trademarks, Box DAC,
Washington, DC 20231.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: frl a 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
published in the Federal Register on 
May 10,1991 at 56 FR 21641 and in the 
Patent and Trademark Office “Official 
Gazette” of June 4,1991 at 1127 O.G. 6- 
16, the Office proposed to amend the 
rules of practice in patent and 
trademark cases to revise, simplify, 
remove, or clarify existing assignment 
rules or to codify certain practices 
currently in effect. Changes were 
proposed for rules relating to the 
documents that will be recorded, to the 
requirements for recording a document, 
to the effect of recording, to new cover 
sheet requirements, to the appointment 
of domestic representatives; and to 
prosecution by assignees and issuance 
to assignees. While the existing rules do 
not require a cover sheet to accompany 
each document submitted for recording, 
typically a cover letter is submitted to 
ensure proper processing of the 
document.

The Office has encouraged the public 
to use a cover letter containing specific 
information concerning the document 
being submitted with each document 
submitted for recording. See "Helpful 
Hints”, 1114 Official Gazette 77 (May 29, 
1990). The public has adopted the 
suggested procedure to such an extent 
that most documents now submitted for 
recordation are accompanied by a cover 
letter which contains the suggested data. 
Documents submitted with these cover 
letters have enabled the Office to 
greatly improve the quality and 
efficiency of the recording process. To 
better ensure that the correct data is 
captured in recordation and recorded 
promptly, the Office is making a cover 
sheet mandatory.

The cover sheet will contain all the 
information necessary for the 
Assignment Branch to properly and 
promptly process the document.

Written comments were submitted by 
12 firms, 2 individuals, 4 corporations

and 1 organization. No one testified at 
the oral hearing held on July 17,1991.

The following includes a brief 
discussion of the rules being changed 
and the reasons for those changes, a 
detailed section-by-section analysis of 
the final rules; and an analysis of the 
comments received in response to the 
notice of proposed rulemaking.
Specific Rules To Be Deleted or Added

The existing rules of practice in parts 
1 and 2 of title 37 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations which are deleted are 
§§ 1.32,1.331,1.332,1.333,1.334, 2.185, 
2.186 and 2.187. These rules are deleted 
in their entirety and rewritten and 
renumbered under a new part 3. Table 1 
is provided to assist readers in 
correlating previous rules with the new 
rules.

T a b l e  1

Old section New section

1.32 ................................................. 3  71 and 3 73
1.331(a)____ __________________ 3.11.
1.331(b).............................................. 3.26.
1 .331(c)............................................. 3.21.
1 .332.................................................... 3  51 '
1 .333.......  ........................ 3.56.
1.334:....... .............. ....... ................... 3.81.
2.185(a)............... .............................. 3.11.
2.185(a)(1)......... ................................ 3.31.
2.185(a)(2)....................... ................. 3.26.
2.185(a)(3)___ ...________ _______ 3.41.
2.185(a)(4).._____ ______________ 3.61.
2.185(b)...... ............. ................... 3.31(b).
2 .185(c)................ ...... ....................... 3.51.
2 .186 ................................................... 3  71 and 3  73
2.187 ................. ......... ___________ _ 3.85.

Consideration was given to moving 
§ 1.12 (Assignment records open to 
public inspection.) to part 3. However, 
since this section primarily relates to 
records maintained by the Office and 
procedures for accessing those records, 
and no comments were received 
regarding the placement of § 1.12, this 
section remains under the general 
heading "Records and Files” of the 
Patent and Trademark Office.
Discussion of Specific Sections To Be 
Changed dr Added

Section 1.12(a) is revised to reflect the 
fact that all assignment records related 
to pre-1955 trademark records and pre- 
1957 patent records were transferred to 
the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) during 1990. All 
assignments recorded on or after 
January 1,1955, for trademarks and May 
1,1957, for patents continue to be 
maintained by thè Office. The pre-1955/ 
1957 records have been transferred to 
NARA to allow for greater accessibility 
to the public, improvement of file 
integrity for the older records, and

preservation of these materials. The pre- 
1955/1957 assignment cards, digest 
books, and libers were stored in four 
locations: The Assignment Search Room 
(ASR) at the Office, the Federal Records 
Center in Suitland, Maryland, the 
National Archives in downtown 
Washington, DC, and the National 
Archives location in Alexandria, 
Virginia. Storage of information in these 
various locations made searching of old 
assignment records difficult. The 
materials located at the Federal Records 
Center could be ordered from the ASR. 
However, many times it took months to 
receive the materials.

All assignment records from 1837 to 
December 31,1954, for trademarks and 
from 1837 to April 30,1957, for patents 
are now maintained and are open for 
public inspection in the National 
Archives Research Room located at the 
Washington National Records Center 
Building, 4205 Suitland Road, Suitland, 
Maryland 20746. Assignments recorded 
before 1837 are maintained at the 
National Archives and Records 
Administration, 841 South Pickett Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22304.

All requests for abstracts of title 
continue to be provided by the Office 
upon request and payment of fees set 
forth in §S 1.19 and 2.6. Requests for 
copies and certified copies of the pre- 
1955 records for trademarks and pre- 
1957 records for patents should be 
directed to NARA since those records 
are not maintained by the Office. Since 
these records are maintained by NARA, 
it is more expeditious to request copies 
directly from NARA, rather than the 
Office, which would then have to route 
the requests to NARA. Payment of the 
fees required by NARA should 
accompany all requests for copies.

Another change makes clear that 
separate assignment records are kept for 
patents and trademarks, and that an 
extra charge will be imposed by the 
Office on requests for copies of recorded 
assignments if the correct reel and frame 
number are not identified.

Sections 1.17 and 1.46 are amended to 
make reference to $ 3.81, which replaces 
§ 1.334, and delete reference to § 1.334. 
The amount of the fee for recording a 
document is not affected by this rule 
change.

Section 1.104(e) is amended to make 
reference to part 3, which replaces 
§ 1.331, and delete reference to § 1.331.

Section 3.1 is added to set out 
definitions of terms used in part 3.
Terms which are defined include 
"application/’ “assignment”
"document,” "Office” (meaning Patent 
and Trademark Office), "recorded 
document” and “registration.”
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Definitions are provided to make clear 
the intended meanings of the terms used 
in part 3. These definitions are intended 
to be applicable only to part 3. For 
example, the term "application** is 
defined, for the purpose of part 3, to 
mean a national application for patent, 
an international application for patent 
that designates the United States of 
America, or an application to register a 
trademark, unless otherwise indicated.

Section 3.11 replaces and modifies the 
practice set forth in §§ 1.331(a) and 
2.185(a), which specify the documents 
the Office will record. This section 
specifies that assignments of patents 
and registrations will be recorded, as 
well as other documents which affect 
title to applications, registrations and 
patents. Section 3.11 requires that a 
completed cover sheet as specified in 
§ § 3.28 and 3.31 be submitted with the 
document to be recorded.

Section 3.16 is added to incorporate 
the limitation set out in 15 U.S.C. 1060 
proscribing the assignment of an intent- 
to-use trademark application prior to the 
filing of a statement of use, except as a 
part of the sale of an on-going business. 
Because the rules in part 3 are intended 
to address all rules relating to 
assignments, it is appropriate to refer to 
the statutory requirements of an 
assignment of an intent-io-use 
trademark application.

Section 3.21 replaces and modifies die 
practice of $ 1.331(c). Section 3.21 sets 
forth requirements for the identification 
of patents or patent applications in 
documents submitted for recording. An 
assignment relating to a  patent must 
identify die patent by number. The name 
of the inventor, the issue date, and title 
of the invention as stated in the patent 
may aliso be given in die assignment to 
provide additional information on the 
patent being assigned. An assignment 
relating to a national patent application 
must identify the national patent 
application by application number 
(consisting of the series code and the 
serial number, e.gM 07/123,456) or serial 
number and filing date. An assignment 
relating to an international patent 
application which designates the United 
States of America must identify the 
international application number (e-g., 
PCT/US90/01234). The name of the 
inventor, date of filing, and title of the 
invention as stated in the patent 
application may also be given in the 
assignment If an assignment is executed 
concurrently with, or subsequent to, the 
execution of the patent application, but 
before the patent application is filed, it 
must identify the patent application by 
its date of execution, name of each 
inventor, and title of the invention so

that there can be no mistake as to the 
patent application intended.
Assignments submitted for recording 
that do not identify the patent or patent 
application as required by this section 
will not be recorded, but will be 
returned to the correspondence address 
that is required to be provided on the 
cover sheet by § 3.31(e).

Section 3.24 is added to set out formal 
document requirements to facilitate and 
expedite the recording process. Tins 
section requires that documents, either 
the original or a true copy of the 
original, submitted for recording be 
legible, using only one side of each page. 
The paper used should be flexible, 
white, durable, and preferably no larger 
than 21.6 X 33.1 cm. (8 Vi X  14 inehes), 
with a  2.5 cm. (one-inch) margin on all 
sides. Documents submitted in this form 
are camera-ready and can be recorded 
expeditiously with little additional 
handling required. Documents that fail 
to meet the legibility and single-sided 
paper requirements of this section will 
be returned as set forth in § 3.51.

Section 3.26 replaces and modifies the 
practice of §$ 1.331(b) and 2.185(a)(2). 
Section 3.26 provides that the Office will 
accept and record non-English 
documents provided they are 
accompanied by a verified English 
translation signed by the translator. 
Documents submitted that fail to meet 
the requirements of this section will be 
returned as set forth in § 3.51.

Section 3.27 is added to set out how 
documents submitted for recording 
should be addressed to the Office. To 
ensure prompt and proper processing, 
documents and their cover sheets should 
be addressed to the Commissioner of 
Patents and Trademarks, Box 
Assignments, Washington, DC 20231, 
unless they are filed together with new 
applications or with a petition under 
§ 3.81(b). Petitions under § 3.81(b) 
should be addressed to the 
Commissioner of Patents and 
Trademarks, Box D AC, Washington, DC 
20231. New applications and other 
petitions should be addressed to the 
Commissioner of Patents and 
Trademarks, Washington, DC 20231.

Section 3.28 is added to set out the 
requirement that all documents 
submitted to the Office for recording be 
accompanied by at least one cover sheet 
referring either to the patent 
applications and patents or to the 
trademark applications and registrations 
against which the document is to be 
recorded. Only one set of documents 
and cover sheets to be recorded should 
be filed. If a  document to be recorded 
includes interests in, or transactions 
involving, both patents and trademarks,

separate patent and trademark cover 
sheets must be submitted. If a document 
to be recorded is not accompanied by a 
completed cover sheet, the document 
and any incomplete cover sheet will be 
returned to the correspondence address 
for proper completion of the cover sheet 
and resubmission of the cover sheet and 
document While the previous rules did 
not require a cover sheet to accompany 
each document submitted for recording, 
typically a cover letter is submitted to 
ensure proper processing of the 
document The Office is making a cover 
sheet mandatory in order to better 
ensure prompt and proper processing of 
all documents submitted for recording. 
The cover sheet contains all the 
information necessaiy for the Office to 
process the document.

Section 3.31 is added to set out the 
formal requirements of the cover sheet 
Section 3.31 requires that each patent or 
trademark cover sheet must contain (1) 
the name of the party conveying the 
interest; (2) the name and address of the 
party receiving the interest; (3) a brief 
description of the interest conveyed or 
transaction to be recorded (e.g^ 
assignment, license, change of name, 
merger, security agreement, etc.); (4) 
each application number, patent number 
or registration number against which the 
document is to be recorded, or an 
indication that the document is filed 
together with a patent application; (5) 
the name and address of the party to 
whom correspondence concerning the 
document to be recorded should be 
mailed; (6) the number of applications, 
patents or registrations identified in the 
cover sheet and the total fee; (7) the date 
the document was executed; (8) an 
indication that the assignee of a 
trademark application or registration 
who is not domiciled in the United 
States has designated a domestic 
representative; (9) a  statement by the 
party submitting the document that to 
the best of the person’s knowledge and 
belief, the information contained on the 
cover sheet is true and correct, and (10) 
the signature of the party submitting the 
document The term “party" as used in 
this rule means the person whose name 
appears on the documents to be 
recorded, that person’s attorney or 
registered agent or a corporate officer 
where a corporation’s name appears on 
the document Sample cover sheets for 
patent documents and for trademark 
documents are shown in appendices A 
andB.

Section 334 is added to set out the 
procedure to correct obvious errors in a 
recorded cover sheet This section 
requires that if a  recorded cover sheet 
contains an error that is apparent when
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the cover sheet is compared with the 
recorded document, the error will be 
corrected only if a corrected cover sheet 
is filed for recordation. The corrected 
cover sheet must be accompanied by the 
originally recorded document or a copy 
of the originally recorded document and 
by a new assignment recording fee in 
the appropriate amount.

Section 3.41 replaces and consolidates 
practice under §§ 1.331(a) and 
2.185(a)(3) regarding recording fees. 
Section 3.41 requires that all requests to 
record documents be accompanied by 
the appropriate fee. A fee is charged for 
each application, patent and registration 
identified in the cover sheet. The 
recording fee for patents and patent 
applications is specified in $ 1.21(h). The 
recording fee for trademark registrations 
and applications is specified in $ 2.6(q).

Section 3.51 replaces and modifies the 
practice of $| 1.332 and 2.185(c). Section 
3.51 sets the date of recording of a 
document as the date the document 
meeting the requirements for recording 
set forth in this Part is filed in the Office. 
A document which does not comply 
with the identification requirements of 
§ 3.21 will not be recorded. For 
documents not accepted for recording, 
parties can petition under 37 CFR 
§11.181 and 2.146(a). Other documents 
not meeting the requirements for 
recording, for example, a document 
submitted without a completed cover 
sheet, without the required fee, or 
without any required translation, will be 
returned for correction to the sender 
when a return address is available. The 
returned papers, stamped with the 
official date of receipt in the Office, will 
be accompanied by a letter indicating 
that if the returned papers are corrected 
and resubmitted to the Office within the 
time specified in the letter, the Office 
will consider die original date of filing of 
the papers as the date of recording of 
the papers. Submitters can use the 
certificate procedure under either $ 1.8 
or $ 1.10 for resubmissions of returned 
papers if they desire to have the benefit 
of the date of deposit in the United 
States Postal Service. If the returned 
papers are not corrected and 
resubmitted within the specified period, 
the date of filing of die corrected papers 
will be considered to be the date of 
recording of the papers. Extensions of 
time will not be available to extend the 
specified period to resubmit the returned 
papers.

Section 3.54 is added to set out the 
effect of recording a document This 
section states that the recording of a 
document is not a determination by the 
Office of the validity of the document or 
the effect that document has on the title

to an application, a patent or a 
registration. The Office will determine, 
when necessary, what effect a document 
has, including whether a party has the 
authority to take an action, in a matter 
pending before the Office. Examples of 
when the Office will need to determine 
whether a party has the authority to 
take an action in a matter pending 
before the Office include: (1)
Prosecution by the assignee as in § 3.71; 
(2) consent of an assignee to the filing of 
a reissue application as provided in 
§ 1.172; and (3) execution of a disclaimer 
under § 1.321 by an assignee.

Section 3.50 replaces and modifies the 
practice of § 1.333. Section 3.56 provides 
that an assignment, which at the time of 
its execution is conditional on a given 
act or event, will be treated by the 
Office as an absolute assignment This 
section serves as notification as to how 
a conditional assignment will be treated 
by the Office in any proceeding 
requiring a determination of the owner 
of an application, patent or registration. 
Since the Office will not determine 
whether a condition has been fulfilled, 
the Office will treat the submission of 
such an assignment for recordation as 
signifying that the act or event has 
occurred.

Section 3.61 replaces and modifies the 
practice of § 2.185(a)(4). Section 3.61 sets 
forth that an assignee of a trademark 
application or registration not domiciled 
in the United States must designate a 
domestic representative in writing to the 
Office. Assignees of patent applications 
or patents may designate domestic 
representatives if the assignee is not 
residing in the United States. 35 U.S.C. 
293. The designation is required to state 
the name and address of a person 
residing within the United States on 
whom may be served process or notice 
of proceedings affecting the application, 
patent or registration or rights 
thereunder.

Section 3.71 replaces and modifies the 
practice of $ § 1.32 and 2.186. Section 
3.71 sets forth that the assignee of 
record of the entire right, title and 
interest in an application for patent is 
entitled to conduct the prosecution of 
the patent application to the exclusion 
of the named inventor. Similarly, the 
assignee of an application for 
registration is entitled to conduct the 
prosecution of the trademark application 
to the exclusion of the applicant

Section 3.73 is added to set out the 
procedure by which an assignee can 
establish the right to take action in an 
application, patent or registration. The 
inventor is presumed to be the original 
owner of a patent application and any 
patent that may issue therefrom, unless

there is an assignment. The original 
applicant is presumed to be the original 
owner of a trademark application and 
any registration that may issue 
therefrom, unless there is an assignment. 
Any action before the Office with 
respect to an assigned patent 
application, patent, or reexamination 
may be taken by the assignee of the 
entire right, title, and interest, provided 
ownership is established to the 
satisfaction of the Commissioner. The 
assignee may establish ownership by 
submitting to the Office documentary 
evidence of a chain of title from the 
original owner to the assignee or by 
specifying (e.g., reel and frame number, 
etc.) where such evidence is recorded in 
the Office. Additionally, when a patent 
assignee is not represented by an 
attorney or registered agent, a statement 
signed by the assignee must also be 
submitted stating the evidence has been 
reviewed and certifying that, to the best 
of the party’s knowledge and belief, title 
is in the party seeking to take the action. 
Documents submitted to establish 
ownership may be required to be 
recorded in the Office as a condition to 
permitting the requesting party to take 
action in a matter pending before the 
Office. Any action before the Office 
with respect to an assigned trademark 
registration, application or post­
registration matter, may be taken by the 
assignee provided ownership is 
established to the satisfaction of the 
Commissioner by recording an 
assignment to the assignee or by 
submitting other proof of the 
assignment

Section 3.81 replaces and modifies the 
practice of § 1.334. Section 3.81 sets 
forth the procedure for issuance of a 
patent to an assignee. If an assignment 
of the entire right title, and interest is 
recorded before the issue fee is paid for 
a patent application, the patent may 
issue in the name of the assignee. If the 
assignee holds an undivided part 
interest the patent may issue jointly to 
the inventor and the assignee. At the 
time the issue fee is paid, the name of 
the assignee must be provided if the 
patent is to issue solely or jointly to that 
assignee. If the assignment is submitted 
for recording after the date of payment 
of the issue fee, but prior to issuance of 
the patent, the assignee may petition 
that the patent issue to the assignee.
Any such petition must be accompanied 
by the fee set forth in $ 1.17(i)(l).

Section 3.85 replaces and modifies the 
practice of § 2.187. Section 3.85 sets 
forth the procedure for issuance of a 
registration to an assignee. The 
certificate of registration may be issued 
to the assignee of the applicant, or in a
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new name of the applicant, provided 
that the party files a written request in 
the trademark application record by the 
time the application is being prepared 
for issuance of the certificate of 
registration, and an appropriate 
document is recorded in the Office. If 
the assignment or name change 
document has not been recorded in the 
Office, then'the written request must 
state that the document has been filed 
for recordation. The address of the 
assignee must be made of record in the 
trademark application file.
Response to Comments on the Rules

The comments received in response to 
the notice of proposed rulemaking have 
been given careful consideration and a 
number of the suggested modifications 
have been adopted. The comments and 
responses are discussed below.

In this discussion, “Patent and 
Trademark Office” is abbreviated as 
“Office” or “PTO.”

Comment" Two comments were 
received addressed to the overall rule 
package. One comment expressed 
concern over the potential confusion of 
instituting a new part 3. It was suggested 
that parts 1 and 2 be amended to 
contain the necessary changes. Another 
comment was concerned that the rules 
and specifically the new cover sheet 
requirement would impede promptness 
and accuracy of the reoordation process.

Response: The Office has determined 
that the new rules will result in greater 
efficiency and accuracy in the 
recordation process and improve the 
integrity of the records maintained by 
the PTO. Further, the PTO believes that 
a new part 3, containing all rules 
relating to assignments, will be 
beneficial to the majority of patent and 
trademark system users.

Comment Section 3.1 was proposed to 
defíne “application” as an application 
for patent or an application to register a 
trademark. One comment questioned 
whether international applications filed 
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty 
were included in the definition of the 
word "application.’’

Two comments were received 
concerning the definition of 
“assignment." As proposed, § 3.1 
defines "assignment” of a trademark in 
terms of a “trademark application” or 
“registration.” The comments suggested 
that because Section 10 of the 
Trademark Act, 15 U.S.C. 1060, speaks 
in terms of a “registered marie” or a 
“mark for which application to register 
has been filed,” which was reflected in 
previous trademark rule 2.186, the 
different terminology may be construed 
to permit assignment of a trademark

without assignment of the underlying 
goodwill.

Response: The wording of § 3.1 has 
been changed to include both national 
applications for patent and international 
applications that designate the United 
States in the term “application.”

Also to avoid any potential confusion 
over the definition of a trademark 
assignment, the Office adopted the 
suggestion to reflect Section 10 of the 
Trademark Act and to refer to a 
“registered mark” or a “mark for which 
application to register has been filed” in 
its definition of assignment.

Comment: As proposed, § 3.16 
provides that an application to register a 
mark under 15 U.S.C. 1051(b) cannot be 
assigned before a statement of use is 
filed except to a successor to an ongoing 
business of the original applicant. One 
comment suggested § 3.16 be further 
amended to correct a legislative 
oversight and permit assignment of the 
application after an amendment of 
allege use is filed.

One other comment suggested the 
PTO define the statutory language 
“successor to the business of the 
applicant.”

Response: As proposed, Rule 3.16 
merely restates the statute. To permit 
the filing of an assignment to a 
successor to an on-going business before 
an amendment to allege use has been 
filed would make the rule inconsistent 
with the statute.

As to the definition of “successor to 
the business of the applicant,” it has 
been determined that in the absence of 
any statutory definition, it is better left 
to case law to establish the meaning. A 
business, or portion thereof, can be 
transferred or assigned in a variety of 
ways, and the question of valid 
ownership might arise in a variety of 
circumstances. For the PTO to define 
what constitutes a successor may be 
unduly restrictive.

Accordingly, the suggested 
modifications have not been adopted.

Comment: Section 3.21, as proposed, 
provides that an assignment of a patent 
or patent application must be identified 
by number. One comment requested a 
further amendment to allow die filing of 
a patent assignment after filing an 
application for patent but before 
knowing the application number by 
allowing identification by the execution 
date, inventors and title of the invention 
instead of the application number.

Another comment suggested that 
assignments relating to trademark 
applications and registrations should 
also be required to have the identifying 
serial and registration numbers within 
the body of the assignment document.

One comment questioned whether the 
patent identification number was 
required in the document or whether the 
number could just appear on the cover 
sheet.

Response: Providing the identifying 
number in the assignment document 
allows for greater efficiency and 
accuracy in recording assignments. 
However, unlike patents, trademarks 
can have an indefinite life. Assignments 
may be recorded years after an 
assignment has occurred to clear up the 
chain of title. It may riot be possible to 
execute a new assignment to include 
identifying numbers in the document 
years later. Accordingly, it is preferable 
for the PTO to be more flexible in 
recording trademark assignments which 
may contain the identifying number in 
the cover sheet rather than in the 
document itself. Because of the nature of 
a patent, less flexibility is permitted. 
Patent rights, unlike trademark rights, do 
not exist apart from the issued patent. 
Accordingly, when an interest in a 
patent is transferred, the patent 
identifying number must be in the 
assignment document. This requirement 
only applies to assignments, not to 
documents other than assignments.

The PTO makes every effort to 
provide applicants with the application 
numbers for newly-filed patent 
applications as soon as possible. It is 
suggested, however, that assignment 
documents may be written to allow 
entry of the identifying number after the 
execution of the assignment. An 
example of acceptable wording is: “I 
hereby authorize and request my 
attorney, (Insert name), of (Insert 
address), to insert here in parentheses
(Application number---------------- _  filed
____________) the filing date and
application number of said application 
when known.”

Accordingly, the suggested 
modifications have not been adopted.

Comment: Section 3.24, as proposed, 
provides the formal requirements for the 
documents which are to be recorded and 
the cover sheet. Three comments stated 
that the one-side only requirement was 
unreasonable in light of PTO’s issuance 
of two-sided patent and trademark 
copies and of the practices of other 
governments and corporations over 
which the submitter would have no 
control.

One comment requested clarification 
of “bond weight paper” and suggested 
the language used in the rules setting out 
drawing requirements be adopted.

One comment stated that the 
document size requirements should only 
pertain to documents prepared and



Federal Register /  Vol. 57, No. 129 /  Monday, July 6, 1992 /  Rules and Regulations 29639

executed by parties who wish to convey 
title.

Two comments questioned whether 
the PTO would permit the filing of 
copies or true copies in lieu of the 
original documents for recording.

Response: The formal requirements 
set out in $ 3.24 are related to PTO's 
ability to capture on film papers filed 
with the PTO. The requirements are not 
related to the other printing or 
photocopying services PTO provides. 
Micrographics reproduction requires 
that only one side of each page be used 
for efficiency. If the original document is 
two-sided or the wrong size, the 
practitioner can comply with this 
requirement by providing a true copy of 
the original document using only one 
side of each page on the correct size 
paper. The language in $ 3.24 has been 
changed to clarify that true copies or 
originals are acceptable. Further, the 
language describing the type of paper to 
be used has been changed to be 
consistent with the drawing requirement 
rules.

Comment: Section 3.28, as proposed, 
provides that all requests to record a 
document must be accompanied by the 
document to be recorded and at least 
one cover sheet. One comment 
expressed confusion over whether the 
document must be accompanied by a 
cover letter as well as a request for 
recording. One comment stated the 
requirement for a cover sheet did not 
help the PTO with the documents which 
are filed with applications and die 
commenter did not see the need for an 
additional paper included among the 
papers for a new application.

Response: The first sentence has been 
rewritten to clarify that only the 
document and a cover sheet(s) must be 
submitted. A separate request for 
recording is not required or needed. 
Because the cover sheet provides all 
pertinent information in one place, it 
will greatly assist the processing of 
assignments by the PTO. For those 
applications which are filed with an 
assignment, the additional cover sheet 
required for the assignment aids the 
processing of the assignment.

Comment: Numerous comments were 
received on the proposed cover sheet 
requirements of $ 3.31. One comment 
questions whether the form or the 
contents of the form are being required 
and cautioned that the cover sheet 
should not become a technical obstacle 
to recordation.

Two comments claimed the cover 
sheet requirement would be burdensome 
and the documents recorded should 
speak for themselves.

Two comments objected to the 
requirement for the characterization of

the interest being conveyed. One of the 
commentors indicated it was not the 
best evidence of what the interest is and 
may be misleading while the second 
commentor was concerned practitioners 
would be subject to malpractice claims 
and be made parties to litigation 
involving the transfer.

One comment stated that requiring the 
assignee’s address was burdensome and 
excessive. Three comments questioned 
the lack of consistency between 
proposed subsections (a) and (b) of 
§ 3.31 which requires only the name of 
the conveyor but both the name and 
address of the receiver.

Two comments stated that the 
language of the rule was unclear as to 
whether the list of properties within the 
assignment document should be retyped 
on the cover sheet which would be 
burdensome and fraught with potential 
errors.

One comment was received 
suggesting that properties be identified 
with as much information as possible 
(Le., serial number, patent number, filing 
date, inventors, etc.}.

Four comments stated that the 
requirement for an execution date of the 
document is excessive and burdensome. 
One of the comments stated that the 
execution date may not be as important 
as the effective date of the document 
One suggested the effective date would 
be more accurate and another suggested 
the document should speak for itself. 
One additional comment stated that a 
nunc pro tunc assignment of the 
substantive rights of an assignee or 
assignor may be unduly affected by the 
requirement for recitation of the 
execution date.

Nine comments were received 
objecting to the language of the 
proposed verification. Some comments 
recommended that the verification 
statement be deleted. Other comments 
recommended that the verification 
statement be based on “information and 
belief.” The comments indicated (1) 
practitioners did not want to be held 
responsible for the information entered 
on the cover sheet, (2) there was no 
purpose served by signing the cover 
sheet because the documents should 
speak for themselves and (3) under 37 
CFR 10.18, a registered practitioner’s 
signature indicates that the filing is 
correct

One comment suggested that 
proposed $ 3.31(i) does not recognize the 
right of some non-lawyers to practice in 
trademark matters before the PTO.

Additionally, many comments and 
suggestions were received on the layout 
of the sample cover sheets.

Response: The proposed purpose of 
the cover sheet is to provide a synopsis

of the vital information contained in a 
recorded document. The cover sheet 
form itself is not required, only the 
information outlined in § 3.31 is 
required. Use of the sample cover sheet 
formats appearing as Appendices A and 
B to the rule package is encouraged. The 
Office will make paper copies of the 
sample cover sheets available for 
customer use. Persons wishing to obtain 
paper copies of the sample cover sheets 
should contact the Public Service Center 
at (703) 305-HELP. Questions regarding 
the sample cover sheets should be 
directed to the Assignment and 
Certification Services Division at (703) 
308-9700.

As indicated in the proposed rule 
package, a majority of documents 
presently filed for recording are 
accompanied by a cover letter 
containing much of the information 
required in $ 3.31. The PTO does not 
believe standardization of the 
information submitted is an undue 
burden. Standardization ensures easy 
reference to all critical information. 
Further, the parties or their 
representatives are in a better position 
to know or ascertain the nature of the 
interest involved than the PTO. The 
document will always speak for itself. 
However, a characterization assists in 
putting others on notice as to the nature 
of the transaction.

It was determined that a verification 
is not required. The language has been 
changed to a statement on the cover 
sheet based on “information and belief.” 
Further, § 3.31(i) has been divided into 
two paragraphs, one for the statement 
that is required and one for the 
signature.

The address of the assignee or 
receiving party is vital information for 
maintaining complete assignment 
records. The original owner is the 
applicant, for which the Office has the 
address of record. Each subsequent 
assignee address is then obtained under 
this requirement and is of record if the 
PTO or public needs to contact the 
present assignee. The execution date is 
required to determine whether an 
assignment has been recorded within 
three months provided in 35 U.S.C. 261 
and 15 U.S.C. 1060.

When there is a listing of properties 
contained within a document any listing 
may be copied and attached to the cover 
sheet to reduce the amount of typing 
necessary. A notation of this attachment 
can be made in lieu of entering every 
property identification number on the 
cover sheet. Should submitters provide 
information in addition to that required 
by § 3.31, it is always welcome, but not 
required.



29640 Federai Register /  Vol. 57, No. 129 /  Monday, July 6, 1992 /  Rules and Regulations

The comments received on the layout 
of the sample cover sheets have all been 
considered and some modifications 
have been made. However, the sample 
cover sheet is not required and it is not 
part of the rules.

Comment: Section 3.34, as proposed, 
provides for correction of errors in a 
recorded cover sheet when the error is 
apparent by comparing the information 
on the cover sheet with the recorded 
document itself. One comment received 
expressed confusion regarding the 
correction procedure. Another comment 
suggested that corrections should not be 
limited to apparent errors.

Response: The PTO will not compare 
the cover sheet with the original 
documents during the recording process 
except to assure that application and 
patent numbers are present in patent 
assignments. Otherwise, it will only 
check to see that the cover sheet is 
complete. When a submitter discovers 
an obvious error on the recorded cover 
sheet, the PTO will consider a request to 
correct it when it receives: (1) the 
original recorded document (or a copy);
(2) a corrected cover sheet; and (3) the 
appropriate fee for each property to be 
corrected. The PTO will then compare 
the cover sheet with the document to 
determine whether the error is apparent 
on its face. If the error is obvious, the 
corrected cover sheet will be recorded 
and the respective Office records 
corrected. If the error is not obvious, the 
procedure set forth in the Manual of 
Patent Examining Procedure, MPEP 
§ 323 will govern for patents and the 
procedure set forth in In re Abacab 
International Computers Ltd. (Assignee 
of IHEC, Ltd.), 21 USPQ2d 1078 (Comm’r 
Pats. 1987), on reconsideration, 21 
USPQ2d 1079 (Comm’r Pats. 1988) will 
govern for trademarks. Submitters may 
also petition under § 1.183 or § 2.146 for 
other corrections. Typographical errors 
made by the Office will be connected 
without charge when brought to our 
attention.

Accordingly, the suggested 
modification has not been adopted. The 
rule has only been changed to correct a 
cross reference.

Comment: As proposed, § 3.51 
provides that the date of recording is the 
date all of the required information is 
filed in the Office. Incomplete 
documents will be returned. If the 
returned documents are resubmitted 
timely, the document will retain the date 
on which it was received as incomplete. 
Two comments were received regarding 
the time period to be set by the PTO,

One comment indicated that any delay 
may affect the requirements of 15 U.S.C. 
1060. It was therefore recommended that 
the PTO make some type of “conditional 
entry” in the records indicating an 
assignment has been submitted so 
interested members of the public could 
ascertain that there may be an effective 
recording date. The other comment 
suggested the time period for 
resubmission be long enough to allow 
communication with foreign parties, but 
it should be no longer than six months.

Response: After a review of the 
proposed rule, it was determined that 
the language of § 3.51 should be clarified 
to reflect that the originally-submitted 
papers with the official Office date 
stamp indicating the original receipt 
date in the Office must be returned in 
order to retain the original date. It is the 
intent of the PTO to set the time for 
response at one month from the date of 
mailing of the returned documents from 
the PTO. It is believed that most 
correctable errors will involve an 
incomplete cover sheet or the amount of 
the fee submitted, both of which can bp 
corrected within one month.

Further, it is the policy of the PTO to 
make of record only those documents 
which meet the requirements for 
recording. It is not beneficial to cloud 
title to properties with potential 
transfers.

Comment: Section 3.56, as proposed, 
is a. restatement of former § 1.333 and is 
made applicable to trademarks. It 
provides that an assignment which is 
made conditional upon a condition 
subsequent will be regarded by the 
Office as an absolute assignment. One 
comment was received inquiring as to 
whether § 3.56 applied to security 
interests, another was received 
requesting a reference in the rules to 
recording of security agreements.

Response: Section 3.56 is applicable 
only to assignments, as they are defined 
by § 3.1, that is, a transfer of right, title 
and interest in a patent or a trademark. 
A security interest or a security 
agreement is in the nature of a lien, not 
an assignment. Accordingly, § 3.56 
would not apply to security interests or 
security agreements which are also 
recordable. It applies to conditional 
assignments because the Office has no 
way of determining whether and when 
conditions are satisfied and therefore 
must address this type of assignment in 
a uniform manner, Tlie reference to the 
recordability of security agreements is 
referred to here in the final rule package.

Comment: The second sentence of 
§ 3.71, as proposed, provides: "(t)he

assignee of record of the entire right title 
and interest in a trademark application 
or registration is entitled to conduct the 
prosecution of the trademark application 
or registration to the exclusion of the 
original applicant or previous assignee.” 
One comment suggested, as had been 
recommended for the definitions in § 3.1, 
that language be adopted consistent 
with section 10 of the Trademark Act, 15 
U.S.C. 1060, so there be no confusion as 
to what can be assigned in the 
trademark area and further, that the 
language requiring “entire right, title and 
interest” be deleted.

Response: As was the case with the 
PTO’s review of § 3.1, the language in 
§ 3.71 has also been modified to 
eliminate any confusion. Accordingly,
§ 3.71 now provides for assignments of 
registered marks or a marie for which an 
application for registration has been 
filed, making it consistent with § 3.1. 
While this change cannot prevent 
assignments from being made without 
the underlying goodwill, it may eliminate 
some confusion.

Comment: Section 3.73, as proposed, 
provided that a full assignee could take 
any action before the Office with 
respect to the assigned application, 
patent, or registration provided 
ownership is established to the 
satisfaction of the Commissioner. The 
rule further provided that ownership 
could be established by providing 
documentary evidence of the chain of 
title to the assignee. The assignee was 
also required to submit a verified 
statement stating the evidence had been 
reviewed and certifying to the best of 
the party’s belief, title is in the party 
seeking to take the action. The Office 
reserved the right to require recordation 
of any ownership documents. One 
comment suggested the procedure was 
too “elaborate” and “confusing” to 
permit the submitting party to act 
rapidly. Another comment suggested the 
Office use the language of former § 2.186 
which only required "the assignment 
has been recorded or that proof of the 
assignment has been submitted” to 
enable action by the assignee.

Another comment suggested that a 
simple statement identifying the 
documents thought to place ownership 
in a party should be sufficient. It was 
believed that no additional benefit 
accrued by having the party state that 
they believed they were entitled to take 
the action because whether or not a 
party can act is a determination the PTO 
must make.
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Two comments suggested that a literal 
reading of the rule would require every 
paper filed on behalf of an assignee be 
accompanied by a proof of ownership. 
One comment suggested it was too 
harsh to preclude a party from taking 
action in a trademark matter until proof 
of ownership is established to the 
satisfaction of the Commissioner.
Rather, it was suggested that a party be 
permitted to take action once documents 
establishing ownership are filed.

One comment received pointed to the 
proposed language of § 3.73 providing 
the statement must be signed by the 
party or its attorney or agent of record 
which was a greater requirement than 
§ 1.34(a), if that was intended.

Another comment suggested that the 
proposed language be changed by 
deleting the provision that ownership 
must be established to the satisfaction 
of the Commissioner and substituting 
therefore "provided the assignee is 
owner of the entire right, title, and 
interest in the patent application, patent, 
registered mark or mark for which an 
application for registration has been 
filed.”

One final comment suggested that 
§ 3.73 be changed to specifically set 
forth that it applied to secure Office 
acceptance of a Section 8 or 15 affidavit 
or a section 9 application« 15 U.S.C. 1058, 
1059, for trademark filings, and 
requested examples of the types of 
documents necessary to establish 
ownership.

Response: Ownership need only be 
established the first time the new party 
wants to act in patent and trademark 
cases, provided the appropriate 
documents are recorded. Section 3.73(b) 
is modified to provide that a statement 
of ownership need only be provided 
when a patent assignee wishes to act oq 
a matter. For patents, the PTO believes 
it is appropriate for the patent assignee 
to review the documents it believes 
establishes its ownership prior to filing a 
paper signed by that assignee. 
Additionally, the statement will certify 
that to the best of the assignee’s 
knowledge and belief, title is in that 
assignee. This will establish, to the 
satisfaction of the Commissioner, that 
the assignee knows of no other 
document establishing title in someone 
other than the assignee. The PTO will 
still make the determination of whether 
the assignee is entitled to take action 
after a review of the documents.

For trademarks the action sought to 
be taken can be submitted 
simultaneously by the party. The action 
will be examined as will the claim of 
ownership and the party will be notified 
whether it is satisfactory. As in the past,

“any action” refers to post-registration 
documents as well.

Other Considerations

The rule changes are in conformity 
with the requirements of the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. 601 et seq.), 
Executive Orders 12291 and 12612 and 
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980,44 
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.

The General Counsel of the 
Department of Commerce has certified 
to the Chief Counsel for Advocacy, 
Small Business Administration, that 
these rule changes will not have a 
significant adverse economic impact on 
a substantial number of small entities 
(Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 
605(b)). The principal impact of these 
changes is to require that a cover sheet 
accompany each document submitted 
for recording. The rule change includes 
no additional or increased fees. 
Substantive rights to use trademarks 
and patents are not adversely affected.

The Office has determined that these 
rule changes are not a major rule under 
Executive Order 12291. The annual 
effect on thé economy will be less than 
$100 million. Because most of the 
changes reduce procedural burdens, 
there will be no major increase in costs 
or prices for consumers; individual 
industries; Federal, State or local 
government agencies; or geographic 
regions. There will be no significant 
adverse effects on competition, 
employment, investment, productivity, 
or innovation, or on the ability of United 
States-based enterprises to compete 
with foreign-based enterprises in 
domestic or export markets.

These rule changes contain a 
collection-of-information requirement 
subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act 
of 1980,44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq. The rule 
changes add a requirement for a cover 
sheet to be submitted with each 
document to be recorded that will 
expedite the recording process and 
improve quality. This collection of 
information requirement is cleared 
under OMB Control No. 0651-0011. The 
public reporting burden for this 
requirement is estimated to be one-half 
hour per filing, including the time for 
reviewing instructions, searching 
existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining the data needed, and. 
completing and reviewing the 
collections of information.

The Office has also determined that 
this notice has no Federalism 
implications affecting the relationship 
between the National Government and 
the States as outlined in Executive 
Order 12612.

List of Subjects 
37 CFR P a rti

Administrative practice and 
procedure, Courts, Freedom of 
information, Inventions and patents, 
Reporting and recordkeeping 
requirements, Small businesses.
37 CFR Part 2

Administrative practice and 
procedure, Courts, Lawyers, 
Trademarks.
37 CFR Part 3

Administrative practice and 
procedure, Inventions and patents, 
Reporting and recordkeeping 
requirements, Trademarks.

For the reasons set out in the 
preamble and pursuant to the authority 
contained in 15 U.S.C. 1123 and 35 
U.S.C. 6, parts 1, 2 and 3 of title 37 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations are 
amended as set forth below.

PART 1— RULES OF PRACTICE IN 
PA TEN T CASES

1. The authority citation for 37 CFR 
part 1 would continue to read as 
follows:

Authority: 35 U.S.C. 6, unless otherwise 
noted.

2. Section 1.12 paragraphs (a) and (d) 
are revised to read as follows:

§ 1.12 Assignm ent records open to public 
inspection.

(a) (1) Separate assignment records 
are maintained in the Patent and 
Trademark Office for patents and 
trademarks. The assignment records, 
relating to original or reissue patents, 
including digests and indexes, for 
assignments recorded on or after May 1, 
1957, and assignment records relating to 
pending or abandoned trademark 
applications and to trademark 
registrations, for assignments recorded 
on or after January 1,1955, are open to 
public inspection at the Patent and 
Trademark Office, and copies of those 
assignment records may be obtained 
upon request and payment of the fee set 
forth in § 1 1.19 and 2.6 of this chapter.

(2) All records of assignments of 
patents recorded before May 1,1957, 
and all records of trademark 
assignments recorded before January 1, 
1955, are maintained by the National 
Archives and Records Administration 
(NARA). The records are open to public 
inspection. Certified and uncertified 
copies of those assignment records are 
provided by NARA upon request and 
payment of the fees required by NARA.
*  *  *  *  *
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(d) An order for a copy of an 
assignment or other document should 
identify the reel and frame number 
where the assignment or document is 
recorded. If a document is identified 
without specifying its correct reel and 
frame, an extra charge as set forth in 
§ 1.21(j) will be made for the time 
consumed in'making a search for such 
assignment.

3. Section 1.17 is amended by revising 
paragraph (i) (1) to read as follows:

§ 1.17 Patent application processing fees. 
* * * * *

(i) (1) For filing a petition to the 
Commissioner under a section of this 
part listed below which refers to this 
paragraph—$130.00.
§ 1.12—for access to ah assignment 

record.
§ 1.14—for access to an application.
§ 1.53—to accord a filing date.
§ 1.55—for entry of late priority papers.
§ 1.60—to accord a filing date.
§ 1.62—to accord a filing date.
§ 1.103—to suspend action in 

application.
§ 1.177—for divisional reissues to issue 

separately.
§ 1.312—for amendment after payment 

of issue fee.
§ 1.313—to withdraw an application 

from issue.
§ 1.314—to defer issuance of a patent.
§ 1.666(b)—for access to interference 

settlement agreement.
§ 3.81—for patent to issue to assignee, 

assignment submitted after payment 
of the issue fee.

*  *  *  *  *

§ 1.32 [R eserved]

4. Section 1.32 is removed and 
reserved.

5. Section 1.46 is revised to read as 
follows:

§ 1.46 Assigned inventions and patents.

In case the whole or a part interest in 
the invention or in the patent to be 
issued is assigned, the application must 
8till be made or authorized to be made, 
and an oath or declaration signed, by 
the inventor or one of the persons 
mentioned in § § 1.42,1.43, or 1.47. 
However, the patent may be issued to 
the assignee or Jointly to the inventor 
and the assignee as provided in § 3.81.

6. Section 1.104 is amended by 
revising paragraph (e) to read as 
follows:

§ 1.104 Nature of examination; examiner's 
action.
* * * * *

(e) Co-pending applications will be 
considered by the examiner to be owned 
by, or subject to an obligation of 
assignment to, the same person if:

(1) The application files refer to 
assignments recorded in the Patent and 
Trademark Office in accordance with 
part 3 of this chapter which convey the 
entire rights in the applications to the 
same person or organization; or

(2) Copies of unrecorded assignments 
which convey the entire rights in the 
applications to the same person or 
organization are filed in each of the 
applications; or

(3) An affidavit or declaration by the 
common owner is filed which states that 
there is common ownership and states 
facts which explain why the affiant or 
declarant believes there is common 
ownership; or

(4) Other evidence is submitted which 
establishes common ownership of the 
applications.
In circumstances where the common 
owner is a corporation or other 
organization, an affidavit or declaration 
may be signed by an official of the 
corporation or organization empowered 
to act on behalf of the corporation or 
organization.

7. The undesignated centerhead above 
§ 1.331 is revised to read as follows: 
Arbitration Awards

1 •331-1.334 [R eserved]

8. Sections 1.331 through 1.334 are 
removed and reserved,

PART 2— RULES O F PRACTICE IN 
TRADEMARK CASES

9. The authority citation for 37 CFR 
part 2 continues to read as follows:

Authority: 15 U.S.C. 1123; 35 U.S.C. 6, 
unless otherwise noted.

10. The undesignated centerhead 
above § 2.185 is removed.

§2.185-2.187 [R eserved]

11. Sections 2.185 through 2.187 are 
removed and reserved.

12. Part 3 is added to read as follows:

PART 3— ASSIGNMENT, RECORDING 
AND RIGHTS O F ASSIGNEE

Sec.
3.1 Definitions.

Docum ents Eligible for Recording

3.11 Documents which will be recorded.
3.16 Assignability of trademarks prior to 

filing of use statements.

Requirements for Recording

3.21 Identification of patents and patent 
applications.

3.24 Formal requirements for documents 
and cover sheets.

3.26 English language requirement.
3.27 Mailing address for submitting 

documents to be recorded.
3.28 Requests for recording.

C o ve r Sheet Requirem ents

3.31 Cover sheet content.
3.34 Correction of cover sheet errors.

Fees

3.41 Recording fees.

Date and Effect of Recording 

3.51 Recording date.
3.54 Effect of recording.
3.56 Conditional assignments.

Domestic Representative 

3.61 Domestic representative.

Prosecution by Assignee

3.71 Prosecution by assignee.
3.73 Establishing right of assignee to 

prosecute.

Issuance to  Assignee

3.81 Issue of patent to assignee.
3.85 Issue of registration to assignee. 

Authority: 15 U.S.C. 1123; 35 U.S.C. 6.

§ 3.1 Definitions.

For purposes of this part, the 
following definitions shall apply: 

Application means a national 
application for patent, an international 
application that designates the United 
States of America, or an application to 
register a trademark unless otherwise 
indicated.

Assignment means a transfer by a 
party of all or part of its right, title and 
interest in a patent or patent 
application, or a transfer of its entire 
right, title and interest in a registered 
mark or a mark for which an application 
to register has been filed.

Document means a document which a 
party requests to be recorded in the 
Office pursuant to § 3.11 and which 
affects some interest in an application, 
patent, or registration.

Office means the Patent and 
Trademark Office.

Recordeddocumentmeans a 
document which has been recorded m 
the Office pursuant to § 3.11.

Registration mean» a trademark 
registration issued by the Office.

Documents Eligible for Recording

§3.11 Docum ents which wHt be recorded.

Assignments of applications, patents, 
and registrations, accompanied by 
completed cover sheets as specified in 
§ § 3.28 and 3.31, will be recorded in the 
Office. Other documents, accompanied 
by completed cover sheets as specified 
in § § 3.28 and 3.31, affecting title to 
applications, patents, or registrations, 
will be recorded as provided in this part 
or at the discretion of the Commissioner.
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§ 3.16 Assignability of trademarks prior to 
filing of use statements.

No application to register a mark 
under 15 U.S.C. 1051(b) is assignable 
prior to the filing of the verified 
statement of use under 15 U.S.G 1051(d) 
except to a successor to the business of 
the applicant, or portion thereof, to 
which the mark pertains, if that business 
is ongoing and existing.

Requirements for Recording

$ 3.21 Identification of patents and patent 
applications.

An assignment relating to a patent 
must identify the patent by the patent 
number. An assignment relating to a 
national patent application must identify 
the national patent application by the 
application number (consisting of the 
series code and the serial number, e.g., 
07/123,456) or the serial number and 
filing date. An assignment relating to an 
international patent application which 
designates the United States of America 
must identify the international 
application by the international 
application number (e.g., PCT/US90/ 
01234). If an assignment is executed 
concurrently with, or subsequent to, the 
execution of the patent application, but 
before the patent application is filed, it 
must identify the patent application by 
its date of execution, name of each 
inventor, and title of the invention so 
that there can be no mistake as to the 
patent application intended.

§ 3.24 Formal requirements for documents 
and cover sheets.

The document and cover sheet must 
be legible. Either the original document 
or a true copy of the original document, 
may be submitted for recording. Only 
one side of each page shall be used. The 
paper used should be flexible, strong, 
white, non-shiny, durable, and 
preferably no larger than 21.6 x 33.1 cm. 
(8% x 14 inches) with a 2.5 cm. (one- 
inch) margin on all sides.

§ 3.26 English language requirem ent

The Office will accept and record 
non-English language documents only if 
accompanied by a verified English 
translation signed by the individual 
making the translation.

§ 3.27 Mailing address for submitting 
documents to  be recorded.

Documents and cover sheets to be 
recorded should be addressed to the 
Commissioner of Patents and 
Trademarks, Box Assignments, 
Washington, DC 20231, unless they are 
filed together with new applications or 
with a petition under § 3.81(b).

$ 3.28 Requests for recording.

Each document submitted to the 
Office for recording must be 
accompanied by at least one cover sheet 
as specified in § 3.31 referring either to 
those patent, applications and patents, or 
to those trademark applications and 
registrations, against which the 
document is to be recorded. If a 
document to be recorded includes 
interests in, or transactions involving, 
both patents and trademarks, separate 
patent and trademark cover sheets must 
be submitted. Only one set of documents 
and cover sheets to be recorded should 
be filed. If a document to be recorded is 
not accompanied by a completed cover 
sheet, the document and any incomplete 
cover sheet will be returned pursuant to 
§ 3.51 for proper completion of a cover 
sheet and resubmission of the document 
and a completed cover sheet.
Cover Sheet Requirements

§ 3.31 C o ve r sheet c o n te n t

(a) Each patent or trademark cover 
sheet required by § 3.28 must contain:

(1) The name of the party conveying 
the interest;

(2) The name and address of the party 
receiving the interest;

(3) A description of the interest 
conveyed or transaction to be recorded;

(4) Each application number, patent 
number or registration number against 
which the document is to be recorded, or 
an indication that the document is filed 
together with a patent application;

(5) The name and address of the party 
to whom correspondence concerning the 
request to record the document should 
be mailed;

(6) The number of applications, 
patents or registrations identified in the 
cover sheet and the total fee;

(7) The date the document was 
executed;

(8) An indication that the assignee of 
a trademark application or registration 
who is not domiciled in the United 
States has designated a domestic 
representative (see § 3.61); and

(9) A statement by the party 
submitting the document that to the best 
of the person’s knowledge and belief, 
the information contained on the cover 
sheet is true and correct and any copy 
submitted is a true copy of the original 
document; and

(10) The signature of the party 
submitting the document

(b) A cover sheet may not refer to 
both patents and trademarks.

§ 3.34 Correction of cover sheet errors.

(a) An error in a cover sheet recorded 
pursuant to § 3.11 will be corrected only

(1) The error is apparent when the 
cover sheet is compared with the 
recorded document to which it pertains, 
and

(2) A corrected cover sheet is filed for 
recordation.

(b) The corrected cover sheet must bd 
accompanied by the originally recorded 
document or a copy of the originally 
recorded document and by the recording 
fee as set forth in $ 3.41.
Fees

§ 3.41 Recording fees.

All requests to record documents must 
be accompanied by the appropriate fee. 
A fee is required for each application, 
patent and registration against which 
the document is recorded as identified 
in the cover sheet The recording fee is 
set in § 1.21(h) of this chapter for 
patents and in § 2.6(q) of this chapter for 
trademarks.
Date and Effect of Recording 

§ 3.51 Recording date.

The date of recording of a document is 
the date the document meeting the 
requirements for recording set forth in 
this part is filed in the Office. A 
document which does not comply with 
the identification requirements of § 3.21 
will not be recorded. Documents not 
meeting the other requirements for 
recording, for example, a document 
submitted without a completed cover 
sheet or without the required fee, will be 
returned for correction to the sender 
where a correspondence address is 
available. The returned papers, stamped 
with the original date of receipt by the 
Office, will be accompanied by a letter 
which will indicate that if the returned 
papers are corrected and resubmitted to 
the Office within the time specified in 
the letter, the Office will consider the 
original date of filing of the papers as 
the date of recording of the document 
The certification procedure under either 
§ 1.8 or § 1.10 of this chapter may be 
used for resubmissions of returned 
papers to have the benefit of the date of 
deposit in the United States Postal 
Service. If the returned papers are not 
corrected and resubmitted within the 
specified period, the date of filing of the 
corrected papers will be considered to 
be the date of recording of the 
document. The specified period to 
resubmit the returned papers will not be 
extended.

§ 3.54 Effect of recording.

The recording of a document pursuant 
to $ 3.11 is not a determination by the 
Office of the validity of the document or 
the effect that document has on the title
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to an application, a patent, or a 
registration. When necessary, the Office 
will determine what effect a document 
has, including whether a party has the 
authority to take an action in a matter 
pending before the Office.

§ 3.56 Conditional assignments.

Assignments which are made 
conditional on the performance of 
certain acts or events, such as the 
payment of money or other condition 
subsequent, if recorded in the Office, are 
regarded as absolute assignments for 
Office purposes until cancelled with the 
written consent of all parties or by the 
decree of a court of competent 
jurisdiction. The Office does not 
determine whether such conditions have 
been fulfilled.
Domestic Representative

§ 3.61 Dom estic represen tative.

If the assignee of a trademark 
application or registration is not 
domiciled in the United States, the 
assignee must designate, in writing to 
the Office, a domestic representative.
An assignee of a patent application or 
patent may designate a domestic 
representative if the assignee is not 
residing in the United States. The 
designation shall state the name and 
address of a person residing within the 
United States on whom may be served 
process or notice of proceedings 
affecting the application, patent or 
registration or rights thereunder.
Prosecution by Assignee

§ 3.71 Prosecution b y assignee.

The assignee of record of the entire 
right, title and interest in an application 
for patent is entitled to conduct the 
prosecution of the patent application to

the exclusion of the named inventor or 
previous assignee. The assignee of a 
registered trademark or a trademark for 
which an application to register has 
been filed is entitled to conduct the 
prosecution of the trademark application 
or registration to the exclusion of the 
original applicant or previous assignee.

§ 3.73 Establishing right of assignee to 
proeecute.

(a) The inventor is presumed to be the 
owner of a patent application, and any 
patent that may issue therefrom, unless 
there is an assignment. The original 
applicant is presumed to be the owner of 
a trademark application unless there is 
an assignment.

(b} When the assignee of the entire 
right, title and interest seeks to take 
action in a matter before the Office with 
respect to a patent application, 
trademark application, patent 
registration, or reexamination 
proceeding, the assignee must establish 
its ownership of the property to the 
satisfaction of the Commissioner. 
Ownership is established by submitting 
to the Office documentary evidence of a 
chain of title from the original owner to 
the assignee or by specifying (e.g. reel 
and frame number, etc.), where such 
evidence is recorded in the Office. 
Documents submitted to establish 
ownership may be required to be 
recorded as a condition to permitting the 
assignee to take action in a matter 
pending before the Office. In addition, 
the assignee of a patent application or 
patent must submit a statement 
specifying that the evidentiary 
documents have been reviewed and 
certifying that, to the best of assignee’s 
knowledge and belief, title is in the 
assignee seeking to take the action.

Issuance to Assignee

§ 3.81 Issue of patent to  assignee.

(a) For a patent application, if an 
assignment of the entire right, title, and 
interest is recorded before the issue fee 
is paid, the patent may issue in the name 
of the assignee. If the assignee holds an 
undivided part interest, the patent may 
issue jointly to the inventor and the 
assignee. At the time the issue fee is 
paid, the name of the assignee must be 
provided if the patent is to issue solely 
or jointly to that assignee.

(b) If the assignment is submitted for 
recording after the date of payment of 
the issue fee, but prior to issuance of the 
patent, tbe assignee may petition that 
the patent issue to the assignee. Any 
such petition must be accompanied by 
the fee set forth in § 1.17(i)(l) of this 
chapter.

§ 3.85 Issue o f registration to  assignee.

The certificate of registration may be 
issued to the assignee of the applicant, 
or in a new name of die applicant, 
provided that the party files a written 
request in the trademark application by 
the time the application is being 
prepared for issuance of the certificate 
of registration, and the appropriate 
document is recorded in the Office. If 
the assignment or name change 
document has not been recorded in the 
Office, then the written request must 
state that die document has been filed 
for recordation. The address of the 
assignee must be made of record in the 
application file.

Dated: June 24,1992.
Douglas B. Comer,'
Acting Assistant Secretary and Acting 
Commissioner o f Patents and Trademarks

BILLING CODE 3510-16-M



Appendix A

Federai Register /  Vol. 57,. Nò. 129 /  Monday, July 6, 1992 /  Rules and Regulations 29645

Note— The following appendix- vdll not appear in; the Code of- Eederai Peculations
S T » - ' -  R E C O R D A T IO N  F O R M  C O V E R  S H E E T  u.s department of commerce

TR AD EM AR K S O N LY •— * * « * — *<>*.

Tab saltings 0  4  4  ▼ ▼ St ' ▼ V  ▼ ▼

T o  th e  H o n o râ t»)« C o m m is s io n e r o f  P a te n ts  a n d  Tra d e m a rk s : P le a s e  re c o rd  th e  a tta ch e d  o rig in a l d o c u m e n ts  o r c o p y  thereof:
1. Name of conveying party(ies):

□  IndividuaJ(s) □  Association
□  General Partnership □  Limited Partnership
□  Corporation-State
□  O th e r .....

2. Name and address of receiving parities): 
Name:

Internal Address:

Street Address:

Citv: S ta te : ZIP:

Or (nrih/WfitfiUs) n N m m h ip  ____ _

Additional n a m ^a ) of conveying party(iea) attached? □  Yea QN o □  Association
Q  General Partnership________

3. Nature of conveyance:

□  Assignment Q  Merger
□  Security Agreement □  Change of Name
□  O th e r

Q Umitfld P n rtrw R h ip

□  Corporation-State
O  O th e r

If asaignee «  not dwncilad to the U n iM  Slatae, a domeelx: representative 

designation it attached; □  Y e s  Q no 
(Oeaigneitone muto be • sapente document from Assignment)

AddNonal name(t) a addraaa(ee) attached? □  Yes Q N oExecution Oate:

4. Application numberfs)or registration numbers);
A. Trademark Application No.(s)

Additional numbers att

B. Trademark registration No.(s) 

ached? □  Y e s  Otto
5. Name and address of party to whom correspondence 

concerning document should be mated;
Name:

6. Total number of applications and
registrations Involved:. __ _______

Internal Address: 7. Total fee (37CFR 3.4T):............ $

□  Enclosed

Q  Authorized to be charged to deposit account

Street Address: _
8. Deposit account number

City: State: ZIP: (Attach dupUcat» copy of this page if paying by deposit-account)
OO NOT USE TVKS SPACE

9. Statement and signature.
To the best of my knowledge and belief, the foregoing Information Is true end correct and any attached copyis a trua copy 
of the original document

N a m w o f Person Signing S ign a tu re  D a te

To tal num batof^M gaacorrpriaing cavai shoe)

OMB No. 0081-0011 (exp. 4/94)

Do not detach this portion

Mail documents to be recorded with required cover sheet information to:

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box Assignments 
Washington, D.C. 20231

Public burden reporting for this sample cover sheet is estimated to average about 30 minutes per 
document to be recorded, including time for reviewing the document and gathering the data needed, 
and completing and reviewing the sample cover sheet. Send comments regarding this burden estimate 
to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Office of information Systems, PK2-1000C, Washington, 
D.C 20231, and to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0651-0011), 
Washington, D.C. 20503.
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Guidelines for Completing Trademarks Cover Sheets
Cover Sheet information must be submitted with each document to be recorded. If the document to be recorded 
concerns both patents and trademarks, separate patent and trademark cover sheets, including any attached pages 
for continuing information, must accompany the document. All pages of the cover sheet should be numbered 
consecutively, for example, if both a patent and trademark cover sheet is used, and information is continued on one 
additional page for both patents and trademarks, the pages of the cover sheet would be numbered from 1 to 4.

Item l. Name of Conveying Party(les).

Enter the full name of the party(ies) conveying the interest. If there is more than one conveying party, enter a check 
mark in the "Yes” box to indicate that additional information is attached. The name of the second and any subsequent 
conveying party(ies) should be placed on an attached page dearly identified as a continuation of the information in 
Item 1. Enter a check mark in the *No* box, if no information is contained on an attached page.

Item 2. Name and Address of Receiving Party(les).

Enter the name and full address of the first party receiving the interest If there is more than one party receiving the 
interest enter a check mark in the "Yes* to indicate that additional information is attached. An entity type must be 
indicated for each receiving party, and the citizenship of individuals must be indicated. If the receiving party is an 
assignee not domiciled in the United States, a designation of domestic representative is required. A designation of 
domestic representative must be contained in a document separate from the assignment document. Place a check 
mark in appropriate box to indicate whether or not a designation of domestic representative is attached. Enter a check 
mark in the ‘No’ box, if no information is contained on an attached page.

Item 3. Nature of Conveyance.

Place a check mark in the appropriate box describing the nature of the conveying assignment document. If the 
‘Other” box is checked, specify the nature or :ne conveyance. Enter the execution date of the document. It is 
preferable to use the name of the month, or an abbreviation of that name, in order that confusion over dates is 
minimized.

Item 4. Application Number(s) or Registration number(s). , V

Indicate the application number(s) including series code and serial number, and/or registration number(s) against 
which the document is to be recorded. Enter acheck mark in the appropriate box: *Yes*or *No* if additional numbers 
appear on attached pages. Be sure to identify numbers included on attached pages as the continuation of Item 4.

Items. Name and Address of Party to whom correspondence concerning the document should 
be mailed.

Enter the name and fun address of the party to whom correspondence is to be mailed.

Item 6. Total Applications and Registration Involved.

Enter the total number of applications and trademarks identified for recordation. Be sure to include ail applications 
and registrations identified on the cover sheet and on additional pages.

Block 7. Total Fée Enclosed.

Enter the total fee enclosed or authorized to be charged. A fee is required for each application and registration against 
which the document is recorded.

Item 8. Deposit Account Number.

Enter the deposit account number to authorize charges. Attach a duplicate copy of cover sheet to be used for the 
deposit charge account transaction.

Item 9. Statement and Signature.

Enter the name of the person submitting the document. The submitter must sign and date the cover sheet, confirming 
that to the best of the persons knowledge and belief, the information contained on the cover sheet is correct and that 
any copy of the document is a true copy of the original document Enter the total number of pages contained in the 
cover sheet package, including any attached pages containing information continued from Items on the cover sheet.
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Appendix B

Note— The following appendix will not appear in the Code of Federal, Regulations
foaarro-iiw RECORDATION FORM COVER SHEET u s department of commerce

P A TEN TS ONLY
Taftesatno»'>4<*V ▼ ▼ W ▼ ▼ W

To th# HonombfeGommsaioMr of Patent» and Trademarks; Please record the attached ongnaldocumsnts or copy thereof.
1. Name of conveying party(»es)i

Additionaloams(s)ofconreyinqpsrty(iw)attached? □Yea □ No

2. Name and address of receiving pariy(ies): 

Name:

Internal Address:

3. Nature of conveyance:
□  Assignment □  Merger

□  Security Agreement Q  Change of Namr

□  Other

Street Address:
1 - ■ '* <■■■' •/.' • •

m m  , , hA  —  -- . - ■ .. -......- ......... - -■

Citv: State. ZIP:

Execution Data: ~ Additional nsmefa) 4 addressee) attached? □  Yss □  No

4. Application numbers) or patent numbers): 

tf this document s  being filed together with* new application, fr 

A Paters! Application No.fs)

A d d icn e i mewhere Mt>

is execution dale of the application is; 

B. Paten! No.(s)

Sied? □  Y s s  Q N o

5. Name and address of party to «whom correspondence 
concerning document should be mailed:
Name'

6. Total number of applications and patents involved:

In te rn a l Address: 7. Total fee (37 CFR 3.41):............ $

□  Enclosed

□  Authorized to be chaiged to deposit account

Street Address:
8. Depoel aocount number

City: S fa ta : Z IP : (Attach duplicate copy of this peg* • paying by deposit account)

DO MOT USE IM S SPACE

9. Statement sod signature.
To the best of my knowledge and belief, the fomgotng information s  trite and correct and any attached copy is a true copy 
of the original document,

Name at Person Signing Signature Data
TotU numb* of pègre oosqyiangcoiwiidieet

CMS No. 0061-0011 (eep 4 ««)

Do not detect! this portion

Mail documents to be recorded with required cover sheet information to:

Commlaalonar of Patents and Trademarks 
Box Assignments 
Washington, D.C. 20231

Public burden reporting for this sample cover sheet is estimated to average about 30 minutes per 
document to be recorded, including time for reviewing the document and gathering the data needed, 
and completing and reviewing the sample cover sheet. Send comments regarding this burden estimate 
to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Office of information Systems. PK2-1000C, Washington, 
D.C. 20231, and to the Office of Management and Budget. Paperwork Reduction Project (0651-0011), 
Washington. D.C. 20503.
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Guidelines for Completing Patents Cover Sheets
Cover Sheet information must be submitted with each document to be recorded. It the document to be recorded 
concerns both patents and trademarks, separate patent and trademark cover sheets, including any attached pages 
tor continuing information, must accompany the document. All pages of the cover sheet should be numbered 
consecutively, tor example, if both a patent and trademark cover sheet is used, and information is continued on one 
additional page for both patents and trademarks, the pages of the cover sheet would be numbered from 1 to 4

Hem 1. Name of Conveying Party(les).

Enter the full name of the party(res) conveying the interest. If there is insufficient space, enter a check mark in the 
‘Yes' box to indicate that additional information is attached. The name of the additional conveying party (ies) should 
be placed on an attached page dearly identified as a continuation of the information in Item 1. Enter a check mark 
in the 'No* box, if no information is contained on an attached page.

Rem 2. Name and Address of Receiving PartyOes).

Enter the name »id full address of the first party receiving the interest If there is more than one party receiving the 
•merest enter a check mark in Bie'Yes' box to indicate that additional information is attached. Enter a check mark 
•r the 'No* box, if no information is contained on an attached page.

Rem 3. Nature of Conveyance.

Place a check mark in the appropriate box describing the nature of the conveying document. If the "Other* box is 
checked, specify the nature of the conveyance. Enter the execution date of the document. It is preferable to use 
the name of the month, or an abbreviation of that name, in order that confusion over dates is minimized.

Hem 4. Application Numbers) or Patent number(s).

indicate the application numbers), and/or patent number(s) against which the document is to be recorded. National 
«topkcation numbers must include both the series code and the serial number; and international application numbers 
must be complete, e g.. 07/123,456 tor national application numbers, and PCT/US91/12345 tor international 
application numbers. Enter a check mark in the appropriate box: ■Yes" dr "No” if additional numbers appear on 
attached pages. Be sure to identify numbers included on attached pages as the continuation of Item 4.

H e m s. Name and Address of Party to whom correspondence concerning the document should
be mailed.

Enter the name and full address of the party to whom correspondence is to be mailed.

Hem 6. Total Applications and Patents involved.

Enter the total number of applications and patents identified tor recordation. Be sure to include all applications and 
patents identified on the cover sheet and on additional pages.

Block 7. Total Fee Enclosed.

Enter the total fee enclosed or authorized to be charged. A fee is required tor eqch application and patent against 
which the document is recorded.

Rem 8. Deposit Account Number.

Enter the deposit account number to authorize charges. Attach a duplicate copy of cover sheet to be used for the 
deposit charge account transaction.

Rem 9. Statement and Signature.

Enter the name of the person submitting the document. The submitter must sign and date the cover sheet, confirming 
that to the best of the persons knowledge and belief, the information contained on the cover sheet is correct and that 
any copy of the document is a true copy of the original document Enter the total number of pages contained in the 
cover sheet including any attached pages containing information continued from Items on the cover sheet.

[FR Doc. 92-15378 Filed 7-2-92; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-16-C


