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Title 3— Proclamation 6317 of July 24, 1991

The President W om en’s E quality D ay, 1991

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation
Each August 26 we commemorate the ratification of the 19th Amendment to 
our Constitution. This Amendment guaranteed for women the right to vote and 
gave them an equal voice in our Nation’s system of self-government. Passed 
by the Congress in June of 1919, the proposed Amendment was ratified by the 
Tennessee Legislature on August 18, 1920, and declared part of our Constitu­
tion on August 26.
Although the woman’s suffrage movement had gained ground in preceding 
years, and although women already enjoyed the right to vote in some States, 
the contributions of women during World War I contributed significantly to 
gathering the force of public opinion behind the proposed 19th Amendment to 
our Constitution. President Woodrow Wilson noted that the services of 
women during the war were “of the most signal usefulness and distinction. 
The war could not have been fought without them, or its sacrifices endured.” 
The achievements of women during that epic conflict underscored not only 
their desire but also their ability to act as full and equal partners in the life of 
our country.
Since the adoption of the 19th Amendment, as more and more legal and 
attitudinal barriers to their advancement have fallen, women have entered 
positions of leadership and responsibility in virtually every field of endeavor. 
For example, today women are not only providing support for our Nation’s 
military personnel but also serving as members of the Armed Forces them­
selves. Through the workplace, through the ballot box, and, as ever, through 
their families and their communities, women are helping to shape America’s 
future.
The anniversary of the ratification of the 19th Amendment reminds us of our 
obligation to ensure that every individual has the opportunity to participate 
fully in the social, political, and economic life of our country. It also under­
scores the importance of having the right to vote and of faithfully exercising 
that right, so that this Nation might always be true to the ideals enshrined in 
our Constitution and Declaration of Independence.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws 
of the United States, do hereby proclaim August 26,1991, as Women’s Equality 
Day. I invite all Americans to observe this day with appropriate programs, 
ceremonies, and activities.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have here’into set my hand this twenty-fourth day 
of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-one, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sixteenth.
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Presidential Documents

Executive Order 12770 of July 25, 1991

M etric U sage in Federal G overnm ent Program s

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States of America, including the Metric Conversion Act of 1975, 
Public Law 94-168 (15 U.S.C. 205a et seq.) (“thè Metric Conversion Act”), as 
amended by section 5164 of the Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 
1988, Public Law 100-418 (“the Trade and Competitiveness Act”), and in order 
to implement the congressional designation of the metric system of measure­
ment as the preferred system of weights and measures for United States trade 
and commerce, it is hereby ordered as follows:
Section 1. Coordination by the Department of Commerce, (a) The Secretary of 
Commerce (“Secretary”) is designated to direct and coordinate efforts by 
Federal departments and agencies to implement Government metric usage in 
accordance with section 3 of the Metric Conversion Act (15 U.S.C. 205b), as 
amended by section 5164(b) of the Trade and Competitiveness Act.
(b) In furtherance of his duties under this order, the Secretary is authorized:

(1) to charter an Interagency Council on Metric Policy (“ICMP”), which will 
assist the Secretary in coordinating Federal Government-wide implementation 
of this order. Conflicts and questions regarding implementation of this order 
shall be resolved by the ICMP. The Secretary may establish such subcommit­
tees and subchairs within this Council as may be necessary to carry out the 
purposes of this order.

(2) to form such advisory committees representing other interests, including 
State and local governments and the business community, as may be neces­
sary to achieve the maximum beneficial effects of this order; and

(3) to issue guidelines, to promulgate rules and regulations, and to take such 
actions as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this order. Regula­
tions promulgated by the Secretary shall function as policy guidelines for 
other agencies and departments.
(c) The Secretary shall report to the President annually regarding the progress 
made in implementing this order. The report shall include:

(1) an assessment of progress made by individual Federal agencies towards 
implementing the purposes underlying this order;

(2) an assessment of the effect that this order has had on achieving the 
national goal of establishing the metric system as the preferred system of 
weights and measures for United States trade and commerce; and

(3) on October 1,1992, any recommendations which the Secretary may have 
for additional measures, including proposed legislation, needed to achieve the 
full economic benefits of metric usage.
Sec. 2. Department and Agency Responsibilities. All executive branch depart­
ments and agencies of the United States Government are directed to take all 
appropriate measures within their authority to carry out the provisions of this 
order. Consistent with this mission, the head of each executive department 
and agency shall:

(a) use, to the extent economically feasible by September 30, 1992, or by 
such other date or dates established by the department or agency in consulta­
tion with the Secretary of Commerce, the metric system of measurement in 
Federal Government procurements, grants, and other business-related activi-
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ties. Other business-related activities include all use of measurement units in 
agency programs and functions related to trade, industry, and commerce.
(1) Metric usage shall not be required to the extent that such use is impractical 
or is likely to cause significant inefficiencies or loss of markets to United 
States firms.
(2) Heads of departments and agencies shall establish an effective process for 
a policy-level and program-level review of proposed exceptions to metric 
usage. Appropriate information about exceptions granted shall be included in 
the agency annual report along with recommendations for actions to enable 
future metric usage.

(b) seek out w ays to increase understanding of the metric system  of 
m easurem ent through educational information and guidance and in Govern­
ment publications. The transition to use of metric units in Government publi­
cations should be m ade as publications are revised on normal schedules or 
new  publications are developed, or as m etric publications are required in 
support of metric usage pursuant to paragraph (a) of this section.

(c) seek the appropriate aid, assistance, and cooperation of other affected 
parties, including other Federal, State, and local agencies and the private 
sector, in implementing this order. Appropriate use shall be m ade of govern­
mental, trade, professional, and private sector metric coordinating groups to 
secure the maximum benefits of this order through proper communication 
among affected sectors.

(d) formulate metric transition plans for the departm ent or agency which 
shall incorporate the requirem ents of the Metric Conversion Act and this 
order, and which shall be approved by the departm ent or agency head and be 
in effect by November 30, 1991. Copies of approved plans shall be forwarded 
to the Secretary of Commerce. Such metric transition plans shall specify, 
among other things:
(1) the total scope of the metric transition task  for that departm ent or agency, 
including firm dates for all metric accomplishment milestones for the current 
and subsequent fiscal year;

(2) plans of the departm ent or agency for specific initiatives to enhance 
cooperation w ith industry, especially small business, as it voluntarily converts 
to the metric system, and  w ith all affected parties in undertaking the require­
m ents of paragraph (a) of this section; and

(3) specific steps and associated schedules through which the departm ent or 
agency will seek to increase understanding of the metric system through 
educational information and guidance, and in departm ent or agency publica­
tions.

(e) designate a senior-level official as the Metric Executive for the depart­
ment or agency to assist the head of each executive departm ent or agency in 
implementing this order. The responsibilities of the Metric Executive shall 
include, but not be limited to:
(1) acting as the department’s or agency’s policy-level representative to the 
ICMP and as a liaison with other government agencies and private sector 
groups:’
(2) managem ent oversight of departm ent or agency outreach and response to 
inquiries and questions from affected parties during the transition to metric 
system usage; and

(3) m anagem ent oversight of preparation of the departm ent’s or agency’s 
metric transition plans and progress reports, including the Annual Metric 
Report required by 15 U.S.C. 205j and OMB Circular A - l l .

(4) preparation by June 30, 1992, of an  assessm ent of agency progress and 
problems, together with recom m endations for steps to assure successful imple­
m entation of the Metric Conversion Act. The assessm ent and recom m enda­
tions shall be approved by the head of the departm ent or agency and provided
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to the Secretary by June 30, 1992, for inclusion in the Secretary’s October 1, 
1992, report on im plementation of this order.

Sec. 3. A pplication o f Resources. The head of each executive departm ent and 
agency shall be responsible for implementing and applying the necessary 
resources to accomplish the goals set forth in the Metric Conversion Act and 
this order.

Sec. 4. Judicia l R eview . This order is intended only to improve the internal 
m anagem ent of the executive branch and is not intended to create any right or 
benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable a t law  by a party  against the 
United States, its agencies, its officers, or any other person.

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
Ju ly 25, 1991.
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