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List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 180

Administrative practice and 
procedure, Agricultural commodities, 
Pesticides and pests, Reporting and 
recordkeeping requirements.

Dated: April 11,1990.

Douglas D. Cam pt,
Director, Office of Pesticide Programs.

Therefore, 40 CFR part 180 is amended 
as follows:

PART 180— [AMENDED]

1. The authority citation for part 180 
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 21 U.S.C. 346a and 371.

2. Section 180.412(b) is amended by 
adding and alphabetically inserting in 
the table therein the raw agricultural 
commodity rhubarb, to read as follows:

§ 180.412 2-[1-(Ethoxylm ino)butyl]-5-[2- 
(ethylthlo)propyl]-3-hydroxy-2- 
cyclohexene-1-one; tolerances for 
residues.
* * * * *

(b )* * *

Commodities Parts per 
million

• • • 
Rhubarb................................... ............  0.3

[FR Doc. 90-9467 Filed 4-24-90; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-504)

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMISSION

47 CFR Part 73

[MM Docket No. 87-563; RM-6078]

Radio Broadcasting Services; 
Dyersburg, TN; Jonesboro, Hoxie and 
Newport, AR

a g e n c y : Federal Communications
Commission.
a c t i o n : Final rule.

s u m m a r y : This document substitutes 
Channel 261C2 for Channel 261A at 
Dyersburg, Tennessee, and modifies the 
license of Station WASL(FM) to specify 
operation on that communities first wide 
coverage area station, at the request of 
Dr Pepper Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company 
of Dyersburg, Inc. See 52 FR 49181, 
December 30,1987, and 54 FR 25481,
June 15,1989. This action also (1) 
substitutes Channel 287A for Channel 
263A at Hoxie and modifies the license 
of Station KHOX(FM) (2) substitutes 
Channel 262A for Channel 261A at 
Jonesboro and modifies the license of 
Station KDEZ(FM) and substitutes 
Channel 264A for Channel 288A at 
Newport and modifies the license of

Station KOKR(FM). A site restriction of 
6 kilometers (3.7 miles) west of 
Dyersburg is required for Channel 261C2 
at Dyersburg. The coordinates are 36- 
02-40 and 89-26-46. The coordinates for 
Channel 262A at Jonesboro are 35-51-17 
and 90-43-40. The coordinates for 
Channel 287A at Hoxie are 36-02-24 and 
90-59-11. The coordinates for Channel 
264A at Newport are 35-36-38 and 91- 
15-02.

Further consideration of the proposals 
to upgrade Stations KOKR(FM) at 
Newport to specify Channel 244C2 and 
KAWW-FM at Heber Springs,
Arkansas, to specify Channel 264C2 will 
be the subject of a Second Report and 
Order.
EFFECTIVE DATE: June 4,1990.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Patricia Rawlings, (202) 634-6530. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a 
summary of the Commission’s First 
Report and Order, MM Docket No. 87- 
563, adopted March 22,1990, and 
released April 19,1990. The full text of 
this Commission decision is available 
for inspection and copying during 
normal business hours in the FCC 
Dockets Branch (Room 230), 1919 M 
Street, NW., Washington, DC. The 
complete text of this decision may also 
be purchased from the Commission’s 
copy contractors, International 
Transcription Service, (202) 857-3800, 
2100 M Street, NW., Suite 140, 
Washington, DC 20037.

List of Subjects in 47 CFR Part 73

PART 73— [AMENDED]

Radio broadcasting.

1. The authority citation for part 73 
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 47 U.S.C. 154, 303.

§73.202 [Am ended]

2. Section 73.202(b), the Table of FM 
Allotments is amended, under 
Tennessee, by adding Channel 261C2 
and removing Channel 261A at 
Dyersburg and under Arkansas, by 
adding Channel 287A and removing 
Channel 263A at Hoxie by adding 
Channel 262A and removing Channel 
261A at Jonesboro and by adding 
Channel 264A and removing Channel 
288A at.Newport.

Karl A. Kensinger,
Chief Allocations Branch Policy and Rules 
Division Mass Media Bureau.

[FR Doc. 90-9523 Filed 4-24-90; 8:45 am] 
BILUNG CODE 6712-01-M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration

49 CFR Part 591

[Docket No. 89-5; Notice 7]

RiN 2127-AD00

Importation of Vehicles and 
Equipment Subject to Federal Safety, 
Bumper, and Theft Prevention 
Standards; Correction

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA), DOT.
a c t i o n : Final rule; correction.

SUMMARY: On March 28,1990, NHTSA 
published an amendment to the final 
rule on the importation of motor vehicles 
and equipment subject to the Federal 
motor vehicle safety standards, that 
added Federal bumper and theft 
prevention standards. NHTSA amended 
§ 591.5(b) and § 591.5(h) in a manner 
inadvertently omitting language that had 
been added by a prior amendment on 
February 5,1990. This notice restores 
the omissions.
DATES: The correction is effective April
25,1990.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Taylor Vinson, Office of Chief Counsel, 
NHTSA (202-36&-5263).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On 
February 5,1990, NHTSA published a 
response to the petitions for 
reconsideration of 49 CFR part 591 
Importation o f Vehicles and Equipment 
Subject to the Federal Motor Vehicle 
Safety Standards (Notice 4, 55 FR 3742). 
That notice amended § 591.5(b) to add 
the phrase “by the manufacturer” 
between the words “or" and “to the 
equipment item”. The notice also 
amended § 591.5(h) in a way that the 
referent to the importer, “(s)he)”, 
appeared in the introductory text to the 
section, rather than in the subsections. 
However, a draft amendment to part 
591, eventually published on March 28, 
1990 as Notice 6 (55 FR 11375), had been 
prepared prior to the preparation of 
Notice 4. Section 591.5(b) and § 591.5(h) 
were not updated before the publication 
of Notice 6, with the result that a minor 
corrective amendment is required to 
reinsert the language added by Notice 4.

Because this amendment is corrective 
in nature, it is hereby found that notice 
and public comment thereon are 
unnecessary, and that it may become 
effective upon publication in the Federal 
Register. As it makes no substantive 
change, it does not affect any of the
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impacts previously considered in 
relation to part 591.

List of Subjects in 49 CFR Part 591
Imports, Motor vehicle safety, Motor 

vehicles.
In consideration of the foregoing, part 

591 of 49 CFR is amended as follows:

PART 59“— [AMENDED]

1. The authority citation for part 591 
continues to read as follows:

Authority: Public Law 100-562,15 U.S.C. 
1401,1407; delegation of authority at 49 CFR 
1.50.

§591.5 [Am ended]

2. In § 591.5(b), the phrase "by the 
manufacturer” is inserted between the 
words “or” and “to the equipment item.”

3. In § 591.5(h), the introductory text is 
amended by adding “(s)he” after the 
word "because” and before the colon.

Issued on: April 19,1990.
Jeffrey R. Miller,
Deputy Administrator.
(FR Doc. 90-9492 Filed 4-24-90; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910-59-M

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Fish and Wildlife Service 

50 CFR Part 16 

RIN 1 0 1 8 -A B 3 3

Importation or Shipment of Injurious 
Wildlife; Brown Tree Snake

a g e n c y : U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
a c t io n :  Final rule.

s u m m a r y : The Fish and Wildlife Service 
(Service) amends 50 CFR 16.15 by 
adding the brown tree snake [Boiga 
irregularis), a non-indigenous reptile of 
the Family Colubridae, to the list of 
injurious live reptiles. By this action the 
Service prohibits the importation into, 
the acquisition, or transportation of any 
live animal of brown tree snake [Boiga 
irregularis) between the continental 
United States, the District of Columbia, 
Hawaii, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, or any 
territory or possession of the United 
States. The best available information 
indicates that this action is necessary to 
protect the interests of agriculture, 
human health and safety, and existing 
fish and wildlife resources from 
potential adverse effects that could 
result from purposeful or accidental 
introduction and subsequent 
establishment of naturally reproducing 
brown tree snake populations into

ecosystems of the United States. Live 
brown tree snakes or viable eggs can 
only be imported by permit for scientific, 
medical, educational, or zoological 
purposes, or without a permit by Federal 
agencies solely for their own use; 
permits will also be required for the 
interstate transportation of live brown 
tree snakes or viable eggs currently held 
in the United States for scientific, 
medical, educational, or zoological 
purposes. However, this action prohibits 
interstate transportation of live brown 
tree snakes or viable eggs currently held 
in the United States for purposes not 
listed above.
EFFECTIVE DATE: May 25, 1990.
ADDRESSES: U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Division of Fish and Wildlife 
Management Assistance, 820 ARLSQ, 
18th and C Streets NW., Washington,
DC, 20240.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
John Bard well, Acting Chief, Division of 
Fish and Wildlife Management 
Assistance, 820 ARLSQ, 18th and C 
Streets NW., Washington, DC 20240, 
telephone (703) 358-1718.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background

On January 19,1990, (55 FR 1851), 
under Authority of the Lacey Act (18 
U.S.C. 42), the Service proposes to 
amend 50 CFR 16.15 to add the brown 
tree snake [Boiga irregularis) to the list 
of injurious wildlife in order to prohibit 
importation of live brown tree snakes or 
any viable eggs thereof. The proposed 
rule invited comments for 30 days with 
the comment period ending on February
20,1990. Copies of the proposed rule 
were sent to various organizations, 
associations, and government agencies 
considered to have knowledge of the 
brown tree snake or a vested interest in 
the outcome of the review process. A 
copy of the mailing list can be obtained 
by contacting the individual identified in 
the section above entitled FOR f u r t h e r  
INFORMATION CONTACT.

Summary of Analysis of Comments and 
Action Taken

Three written submissions were 
received by the Service in response to 
the proposed rule. The responses 
expressed support for the proposed rule 
in the belief that introduction of the 
brown tree snake could pose a threat to 
the survival of naturally-occurring 
wildlife resources. In consideration of 
the above mentioned responses and in 
light of the best available information 
concerning the brown tree snake, the 
Service has determined that this final 
rule is warranted. The basis for this

decision is included in the following 
discussion.

Since introduced to Guam during 
World War II, brown tree snakes have 
become widely established. Studies by 
the Guam Division of Aquatic and 
Wildlife Resources and the Service have 
implicated the brown tree snake in the 
precipitous decline of birds on the island 
of Guam including the extirpation of 9 
species within the past two decades. 
Snakes climbing power poles cause 
short circuits that frequently result in 
the loss of power to parts of the island 
of Guam, and have even caused 
islandwide blackouts.

The brown tree snake feeds on birds, 
rodents, and lizards. Nearly half of the 
people on Guam who raise chickens 
report predation on eggs and chicks by 
brown tree snakes. Experience on Guam 
clearly indicates that die introduction of 
brown tree snakes into new ecosystems, 
especially island environments with no 
naturally occurring snakes and no 
known natural predators, could pose a 
significant threat to the survival of 
wildlife resources, particularly birds.
The loss of nectar and fruit eaters also 
threatens pollination and seed dispersal 
of native trees and other plants.
Predation on native insectivorous birds 
and reptiles increases vulnerability of 
agriculture crops and native vegetation 
to insect pests and increases the risk of 
insect-borne diseases affecting humans 
and other animals.

The snake poses health, safety, and 
technological threats in Guam, where 
about 1 in every 1000 emergency room 
visits is for treatment of brown tree 
snake bites. While considered only 
mildly venomous, the venom of brown 
tree snakes can cause serious, even life 
threatening, reactions in infants. Brown 
tree snakes invade houses and other 
buildings on Guam and are known to 
bite infants in their cribs.

Description of the Final Rule
The regulations contained in 50 CFR 

part 16 implement the Lacey Act (18 
U.S.C. 42) as amended. Under the terms 
of that law, the Secretary of the Interior 
is authorized to prescribe by regulation 
those non-indigenous wild animals or 
viable eggs thereof, that are deemed to 
be injurious or potentially injurious to 
the health and welfare of human beings, 
to the interests of agriculture, forestry, 
and horticulture, or the welfare of and 
survival of wildlife or wildlife resources 
of the United States. By adding the 
brown tree snake [Boiga irregularis) to 
the list of injurious live reptiles, their 
acquisition, importation into, or 
transportation between States, the 
District of Columbia, the



17440  Federal Register /  Vol. 55, No, 80 /  W ednesday, April 25, 1990 /  Rules and Regulations

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands, or any territory or possession of 
the United States by any means 
whatsoever is prohibited except by 
permit for zoological, educational, 
medical, or scientific puipose, or by 
Federal agencies without a permit solely 
for their own use upon filing a written 
declaration with the District Director of 
Customs and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Inspector at the port of entry. No 
live brown tree snakes, progeny thereof, 
or viable eggs, acquired under permit 
may be sold, donated, loaned, or 
transferred to any other person or 
institution unless such person or 
institution has a permit issued by the 
Director of the Service. The interstate 
transportation of any live brown tree 
snakes or viable eggs Ihereof currently 
held in the United States for any 
purpose not permitted is prohibited.

Distribution

The brown tree snake is native to 
coastal Australia, Papua New Guinea, 
and a large number of islands in 
northwestern Melanesia. The species 
occurs on both large and small islands, 
extending from Sulawesi in eastern 
Indonesia through Papua New Guinea 
and the Solomon Islands and into the 
wettest coastal areas of Northern 
Australia (Kinghom 1964; McCoy 1980;
In Den Bosch 1985), Individuals of this 
species have been discovered on several 
extralimital islands, including Hawaii, 
but the snakes of Guam represent the 
only known established population 
outside the native range [Fritts 1987a).

Biology

The brown tree snake is known to 
feed on a broad variety of prey species 
in its native range. Prey in Australia and 
the Solomon Islands consists of lizards, 
small mammals, birds, and bird eggs 
(Worrell 1963; Cogger 1975; McCoy 
1980). The brown tree snake is 
commonly found in bird and poultry 
cages that it enters at night and. after 
swallowing birds or eggs, is unable to 
leave because o f prominent lumps in the 
otherwise slender body (Worrell 1963; 
Cogger 1975). In Papua New Guinea the 
brown tree snake regularly takes eggs 
and chicks, but rats and mice are the 
preferred food (Parker 1983). Frogs 
(McCoy 1980; Parker 1983) and other 
snakes (Fritts and Scott 1985) are also 
occasionally eaten. Apparently, the 
small snakes depend primarily on 
lizards, small birds, and eggs of lizards 
and birds, whereas larger individuals 
feed to a greater extent on adult birds, 
mammals, and larger prey items 
(Savidge 1986; Greene, in litt).

The reproductive characteristics of 
the brown tree snake are poorly known. 
The female of this species produces 4-12 
oblong eggs (Zwinenberg 1978), perhaps 
in two or more clutches spaced a t 3- 
week intervals. The eggs are 42-47 mm 
long and 18-22 mm wide (Parker 1983). 
They are covered with a leathery shell 
and often adhere together after the egg 
shell dries. Females abandon eggs in 
hollow logs, rock crevices, and sites 
where the eggs are protected from 
drying and high temperatures. Females 
may he capable of producing two 
clutches per year but the timing of 
reproduction may depend on seasonal 
variation in climate and prey 
abundance. Like females of other snake 
species, the female brown tree snake 
may be able to store sperm and produce 
eggs over several years after a single 
mating. The brown tree snake is not 
restricted to trees or forested habitat. In 
Papua New Guinea it occupies a wide 
variety of habitats at elevation up to 
1200 meters (Parker 1983). The brown 
tree snake is most commonly found in 
trees, caves, and near limestone cliffs, 
but frequently comes down to the 
ground to forage at night (Cogger 1975; 
McCoy 1980; Parker 1983). Based on 
frequent mention of this snake in 
relation to buildings, domestic poultry, 
and caged birds, the snake is probably 
common in human-disturbed habitats 
and second-growth forests.

Control
The task of preventing snakes from 

being carried from Guam to other Pacific 
Islands is a complex one involving 
several elements and a diversity of 
governmental agencies and private 
companies. The success of any effort to 
minimize the chance of further 
colonizations will involve active 
programs on Guam as well as on the 
islands judged most likely to receive the 
snake.

The degree of threat to any island will 
depend on the type of cargo and traffic 
from Guam, the frequency of such 
shipments, and the specific conditions at 
the point of disembarkation. Of the 
islands and island groups considered to 
be most at risk of receiving the brown 
tree snake from Guam are the State of 
Hawaii, Federated States of Micronesia 
(Pohnpei, Kosrae, Yap, and Truk), the 
Republic of Palau, and the 
Commonwealth of Northern Mariana 
Islands (Saipan, Tinian, and Rota). 
Areas at reduced risk are the Marshall 
Islands, American Samoa, and other 
Micronesian Islands (especially Nauru) 
with less frequent air and ship traffic 
from Guam.

The starting point for any program 
aimed at reducing the movements of

snakes in ship and air traffic will be 
informing appropriate governmental 
agencies and the deveopment of 
cooperation and communication 
between the diverse organizations 
involved in transportation, inspection, 
and distribution of cargo from off-island. 
Because most island residents will be 
unfamiliar with snakes, training of 
personnel in detecting snakes and 
responding to sightings will be needed. 
Educational materials will be needed to 
inform agency personnel and the general 
public. Increased awareness on Guam of 
the advantages to preventing the spread 
of the brown tree snake will contribute 
to the effort to detect, capture, and 
exclude snakes from export cargo and 
from the cargo dispatch areas.

Early detection of newly established 
populations is critical to any attempt to 
eradicate or control this snake. Recently 
arrived snakes will be in the immediate 
vicinity, whereas dispersal into more 
isolated habitats will occur as time 
passes. Active eradication efforts will 
be necessary to prevent colonization.

Literature Gted
Citations for all references listed in 

this rule appear in the Environmental 
Assessment, copies of which are 
available by contacting the individual 
identified in the section above entitled 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.

Need for Final Rule—Environmental 
Consequences

The Service believe this final rule is 
necessary based on currently available 
data that suggests importation of live 
brown tree snakes or viable eggs 
thereof, their release, and subsequent 
establishment of naturally reproducing 
populations in ecosystems of the United 
States or any territories or possessions 
of the United States could pose a real, or 
potential threat of undetermined extent 
to the interest of wildlife resources, 
agriculture, and human health and 
safety as follows:

1. Wildlife and biological 
communities—by destruction of species 
o f native birds, mammals, and lizards; 
by disrupting vertebrate communities 
that control insects, disperse seeds, 
pollinate flowers, and serve as part of 
natural biological communities.

2. Agriculture—by killing and 
devouring chickens, pigeons, caged song 
birds, and bird eggs. The predation on 
agricultural animals and pets increases 
vulnerability of agricultural crops and 
native vegetation to insect pests. The 
loss of insectivorous birds and changes 
in the abundance of insectivorous 
lizards are likely to lead to an increase 
in  insect abundance and make the
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invasion of insect pests from other 
islands much more likely and increase 
the risk of insect-borne diseases 
affecting humans and other animals.

3. Human health and safety—by 
entering houses and commercial 
buildings. Snakes have been found 
biting and coiled around infants and 
small children in their beds. This species 
is technically a mildly venomous snake. 
While the degree of its toxicity is poorly 
known for adults, the venom of the 
brown tree snake can cause serious, 
even life threatening, reactions in 
infants. By causing electrical outages 
and related damages to equipment, the 
snakes produce additional threats to 
human safety. The sudden (even 
temporary) loss of street lights, traffic 
controls, hospital equipment, 
refrigeration systems, and computer 
networks can produce accidents 
resulting in injuries, promote food 
spoilage, and hamper medical services. 
The trauma of discovering and being 
bitten by a snake inside residences and 
workplaces is significant for islanders 
not familiar with snakes, and also to 
many off-islanders. By startling drivers 
and pilots, and by physically interfering 
with the control of aircraft and 
automobiles, the snake causes 
additional infrequent threats to human 
safety.

Required Determinations

An assessment of the environmental 
impacts of this rule has been prepared 
and a determination has been made that 
the rule is not a major Federal action 
under the National Environmental Policy 
Act. The comments submitted to the 
Service in response to our January 19, 
1990, proposed rule provided no new 
information on environmental impacts 
that might be expected or attributed to 
this action; it has been determined, 
therefore, that the December 5,1989, 
“Finding of No Significant Impact” for 
the Environmental Assessment is still 
valid for this final rule. It has also been 
determined that this is not a major rule 
under Executive Order 12291. In 
addition, the best available information 
indicates that no live brown tree snakes 
or Viable eggs thereof are known to be 
imported for the pet trade or for 
propagation or any other non- 
permittable activity and this rule is not 
expected to have a significant impact on 
a substantial number of small entities 
under the Regulatory Flexibility Act. 
Although thé prohibitions imposed by 
the rule will not significantly affect the 
human environment in the United States 
or in the territories and possessions of 
the United States, the importation and 
spread of the brown tree snake, without 
imposing these restrictions, could pose a

potential adverse impact on agriculture, 
human health and safety, and wildlife 
resources.

The Environmental Assessment, the 
Determination of Effects of Rule, and all 
supporting documents are available for 
review during regular business hours of 
7:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, at the Service’s Division of Fish 
and Wildlife Management Assistance, 
Room 840, 4401N. Fairfax Drive, 
Arlington, Virginia.

Information Collection Requirements

This final rule contains no information 
collection requirements for which Office 
of Management and Budget approval is 
required under the Paperwork Reduction 
Act of 1989 (44 U.S.C. 3505 etseq .).
Author

The authors of this final rule are 
Leslie D. Sweeney, Biologist, Division of 
Fish and Wildlife Management 
Assistance and Clare Erekson, Special 
Assistant to the Assistant Director for 
Fish and Wildlife Enhancement, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service.

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 16

Animal disease, Fish, Freight, Imports, 
Transportation, and Wildlife.

Accordingly, 50 CFR part 16 is 
amended as described below:

PART 16— [AMENDED]
1. The authority for part 18 continues 

to read as follows:
Authority: 18 U.S.C. 42; 74 Stat. 754.

2. Section 16.15 is revised to read as 
follows:

§ 16.15 Importation of live reptiles or their 
eggs.

(a) The importation, transportation, or 
acquisition is prohibited of any live 
specimen or egg of the brown tree snake 
[Boiga irregularis)'. Provided, that the 
Director shall issue permits authorizing 
the importation, transportation, and 
possession of such live snakes or viable 
eggs under the terms and conditions set 
forth in § 16.22.

(b) Upon the filing of a written 
declaration with the District Director of 
Customs at the port of entry as required 
under § 14.61, all other species of live 
reptiles or their eggs may be imported, 
transported, and possessed in captivity, 
without a permit, for scientific, medical, 
educational, exhibitional or propagating 
purposes, but no such live reptiles or 
any progency or eggs thereof may be 
released into the wild except by the 
State wildlife conservation agency 
having jurisdiction over the area of 
release or by persons having prior

written permission for release from such 
agency.

Dated: March 20,1990.
Constance B. Harriman,
Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and 
Parks.
[FR Doc. 90-9570 Filed 4-24-90; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310-S5-M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

50 CFR Part 227

[Docket No. 900387-0087]

Listing of Steiler Sea Lions as 
Threatened Under Endangered 
Species Act With Protective 
Regulations; Corrections

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), NOAA, Commerce. 
ACTION: Emergency interim rule; 
corrections.

s u m m a r y : NMFS is correcting errors in 
the emergency interim rule listing the 
Steiler sea lion as a threatened species 
which was published in the Federal 
Register on April 5,1990 (55 FR 12645). 
This notice corrects the effective dates 
contained in the preamble and the table 
of listed Steiler sea lion rookery sites in 
8 227.12(a)(3) of the rule. 
d a t e s : This emergency rule is effective 
on April 5,1990, and expires on 
December 3,1990. Comments are 
requested by May 7,1990.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dr. Charles Kamella, Chief, Protected 
Species Management Division, Silver 
Spring, MD 301-427-2322, or Dr. Howard 
Braham, Director, National Marine 
Mammal Laboratory, Seattle, WA, 206- 
526-4045.

In FR Doc. 90-7924, in the issue of 
April 5,1990, beginning on page 12645, 
make the following corrections:

1. On page 12645, in the second 
column, under the "DATES” heading, in 
line 3, "December 31,1990” should read 
“December 3,1990,”.

PART 227— [CORRECTED]

8227.12(a)(3) [Corrected]

2. On page 12648, in table 1 at the 
bottom of the page, in the fourth column 
(in the second set of coordinates for 
Outer I) under the “Lat.” heading, the 
first entry "51°21.0 N” should read 
"59°21.0 N”.

3. On page 12649, the footnote at the 
bottom of Table 1 should read "Each site 
extends in a clockwise direction from 
the first set of geographic coordinates 
along the shoreline at mean lower low
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water to the second set of coordinates; 
or, if only one set of coordinates is 
listed, the site extends around the entire 
shoreline of the island at mean lower 
low water.”

Dated: April 18,1990.
Jam es E . D ouglas, Jr.,
Deputy Assistant Administrator fo r Fisheries. 
[FR Doc. 90-9509 Filed 4-24-90; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-«

50 CFR Part 672

[Docket No. 91050-0019]

Groundfish of the Gulf of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), NQAA, Commerce.
a c t i o n : Notice of closure; request for 
comments.

s u m m a r y : Hie Director, Alaska Region, 
NMFS (Regional Director), has 
determined that the portion of the total 
allowable catch of sablefish allocated to 
hook-and-line gear in the Southeast 
Outside/East Yakuts! Districts (SEQ / 
EY) of the Eastern Regulatory Area of 
the Gulf of Alaska will be taken before 
the end of the year. The Secretary of 
Commerce (Secretary) is prohibiting 
further directed fishing for sablefish by 
longline vessels fishing in this area from 
12 noon, Alaska Daylight Time (ADT), 
on April 20 through December 31,1990.
d a t e s : Effective from 12 noon, a.d.t., on 
April 20,1990, until midnight, Alaska 
Standard Time, December 31,1990. 
Public comments are Invited until May 7, 
1990.
ADDRESSES: Comments should be 
addressed to Steven Pennoyer, Regional 
Director, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau. Alaska 
99802-1668.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Janet E. Smoker, Fishery Management 
Biologist, 907-586-7230.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Fishery Management Plan for 
Groundfish of the Gulf of Alaska (FMP) 
governs the groundfish fishery in the 
exclnsive economic zone in the Gulf of 
Alaska under the Magnuson Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act. 
Regulations implementing the FMP are 
at 50 CFR part 672. Section 672.20(a) of 
the regulations establishes an optimum 
yield (OY) range of 116,000-800,000 
metric tons (mt) for all groundfish 
species in the Gulf of Alaska. Total 
allowable catches (TACs) for target 
species and species groups are specified 
annually within the OY range and 
apportioned among the regulatory areas 
and districts.

The 1990 TAC specified for sablefish 
in the SEO/EY Districts is 5,980 mt 
(January 31.199a 55 FR 3223b the 
portion of the TAC allocated to hook- 
and-line gear is 5,680 mt. Under 
§ 672.24{b)f3)(i), if the share of the 
sablefish TAC assigned to any type of 
gear for any area or district will be 
taken before the end of the year, further 
directed fishing for sablefish will be 
prohibited in order to provide adequate 
bycatch amounts to ensure continued 
fishing activity by that gear group.

During the remainder of the fishing 
year, hook-and-line fisheries in SEO/EY 
are expected to require 100 mt of 
sablefish for bycatch in other hook-and- 
line fisheries. Therefore, the Regional 
Director plans to close the directed 
fishery when 5,580 mt have been taken. 
The directed hook-and-line fishery for 
sablefish started April 1,1990. The 
Regional Director reports that vessels 
using hook-and-line gear have landed 
4,055 mt of sablefish through April 15 in 
the SEO/EY. The balance of the 5,580 mt

will be harvested by 12 noon, a.d.t..
April 20, 199a

Therefore, pursuant to 
§ 672.24(b)(3)(i), the Secretary is 
prohibiting further directed fishing for 
sablefish caught with hook-and-line gear 
in the SEO/EY Districts effective 12 
noon, a.d.t„ April 20,1990. After the 
closure, and in accordance with 
§ 67220(g)(2), amounts of sablefish on 
board a hook-and-line vessel in the 
SEO/EY Districts at any time must be 
less than four percent of the total 
amount of fish and fish products 
retained on board a vessel, as 
calculated from round weight 
equivalents.

Allocation of the sablefish resource 
between hook-and-line and trawl gear in 
the SEO/EY area, and the continued 
health of all components of the sablefish 
fishery will be jeopardized unless this 
notice takes effect promptly. Therefore, 
NOAA finds for good cause that prior 
opportunity for public comment on this 
notice is contrary to the public interest 
and its effective date should not be 
delayed.

Public comments on this action may 
be submitted to the Regional Director at 
the address above through May 5,1990.

Classification
This action is taken under § § 672.20 

and 672.24, and is in compliance with 
Executive Order 12291.
List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 672

Fisheries, Recordkeeping and 
reporting requirements.

Authority: 18 U;S,C. 1901, et seq.
Dated: April 20,1990.

Richard H . Sch aefer,
Director o f Office o f Fisheries Conservation 
and Management, National M arine Fisheries 
Service.
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