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Charles Schott,
Chief, Policy and Rules Division, Mass M edia 
Bureau.
[FR Doc. 86-17226 Filed 7-30-86; 8:45 amj 
BILLING CODE 6712-01-M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

50 CFR Parts 611 and 675 

[Docket No. 51180-5180]

Groundfish of the Bering Sea and 
Aleutian Islands Area

a g e n c y : National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), NQAA, Commerce. 
a c t i o n : Notice of inseason adjustments.

s u m m a r y : NOAA announces the 
apportionment of amounts of the Alaska 
groundfish reserve to domestic annual 
harvest (DAH) and total allowable level 
of foreign fishing (TALFF) under 
provisions of the fishery management 
plan for the Groundfish Fishery of the 
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Area 
(FMP). Groundfish are apportioned 
according to the regulations 
implementing this FMP. The intent of 
this action is to assure optimum use of 
all Alaskan groundfish species. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: July 28,1986.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Janet Smoker (Resource Management 
Specialist, Alaska Region, NMFS), 907- 
586-7229.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background
The total allowable catches (TACs) 

for various groundfish species are 
established under the FMP which was 
developed by the North Pacific Fishery 
Management Council (Council) under 
the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act. Regulations 
implementing the FMP appear at 50 CFR 
611.93 and Part 675. The TACs are 
apportioned initially among DAH, 
reserve, and TALFF. DAH, in turn, is 
composed of domestic annual 
processing (DAP) and joint venture 
processing (JVP) fisheries.

Under §§ 611.93(b)(2) and 675.20(b), 
the reserve amount is to be apportioned 
to DAH and/or TALFF during the fishing 
year. As soon as practicable after April 
1, June 1, and August 1, or on other dates

as are deemed necessary, the Secretary 
of Commerce apportions to DAH all or 
part of the reserve that he finds will be 
harvested by U.S. vessels during the 
remainder of the year, and apportions to 
TALFF the remaining portion of the 
reserve that will not be apportioned to 
DAH, except that part or all of the 
reserve may be withheld if an 
apportionment would adversely affect 
the conservation of groundfish resources 
or prohibited species. When the initial 
DAH and TALFF for 1986 were 
establised (51 FR 956, January 9,1986), 
DAH and T A U T  were supplemented 
with 29,857 metric tons (mt) from the 
initial 300,000 mt reserve, thereby 
reducing the reserve to 270,143 mt. On 
April 25,1986, the JVP portion of DAH 
for pollock (Aleutian Islands subarea), 
yellowfin sole, and other flatfish and 
TALFF for pollock (Bering Sea subarea) 
were supplemented by 135,072 mt from 
the reserve (51 FR 16058, April 30,1986). 
On May 14,1986, the Bering Sea area 
sablefish DAP portion of DAH was 
supplemented with 500 mt from the 
reserve (51 FR 18333, May 19,1986). On 
July 10, the Bering Sea area sablefish 
and Pacific ocean perch DAP portions of 
DAH were supplemented with 400 and 
250 mt of reserves, respectively, leaving 
133,921 in reserve (51 FR 25529).

In May, NMFS conducted a 
comprehensive survey of DAH 
intentions, the results of which were 
presented at the June Council meeting. 
NMFS reexamined JVP requests in July 
and has revised certain JVP amounts.
Apportionments to DAH

Due to unanticipated high catches by 
joint ventures in the Aleutian Islands 
subarea, the JVPs of the following 
Aleutian Islands subarea species must 
be increased from reserves; pollock, 
15,000 mt; rockfish, 250 mt; and 
sablefish, 80 mt. The JVP for squid also 
must be supplemented by 50 mt of 
reserves.

In the Bering Sea subarea, 40,000 mt of 
pollock determined excess to the needs 
of the DAP fisheries is transferred from 
DAP to JVP. The pollock JVP is also 
increased from the reserve by 20,000 mt 
for a grand total of 60,000 mt.

The DAP catch of the "other species" 
category has been exceeded and is 
supplemented by 500 mt of reserves.
Apportionments to TALFF

The following amounts have been 
determined excess to the needs of U.S. 
fisheries during 1986 and are therefore 
apportioned to TALFF from the 
nonspecific reserve: 51,228 mt of Bering 
Sea subarea pollock; 14,425 mt of 
yellowfin sole; 4,330 mt of “other 
flounders”; and 6,417 mt of Pacific cod.

“Other flounders" and Pacific cod 
amounts were calculated to provide 
appropriate by-catch amounts for the 
revised pollock and yellowfin sole 
TALFF amounts. The revised TALFF of 
38,823 mt for Pacific cod also includes 
21,980 mt for the directed foreign 
longline fishery in the Bering Sea. The 
Regional Director has found that the 
taking of these revised amounts will not 
result in overfishing.

Comments and Responses
In accordance with 50 CFR 611.93(b) 

and 675.20(b), reports on U.S. catches of 
Alaska groundfish and the processing of 
those groundfish were available for 
public inspection to facilitate informed 
public comment before June 1,1986. Four 
comments were received on the amounts 
U.S. fishermen will harvest and the 
extent to which U.S. processors will 
process Alaska groundfish.

Comment: NMFS should complete its 
resurvey of DAP and JVP intentions for 
the remainder of the year before 
releasing any reserves to TALFF* 
because certain joint venture companies 
intend significant expansion of proposed 
operations.

R esponse: JVP intentions to increase 
production have been taken into 
consideration in this action. Specifically, 
the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands 
JVPs have been increased to a combined 
total of 783,804 mt. Furthermore, enough 
remains in the non-specific reserve 
(21,641 mt) to supplement the pollock 
JVPs when and if the catch approaches 
these JVPs.

Comment: NMFS should reevaluate 
DAH amounts with particular attention 
to questionable joint venture operations 
before deciding to withhold any 
reserves from TALFF. At least 76,000 mt 
of the current JVP amounts are excess to 
true JVP needs.

Comments (two): The maximum 
possible amount of reserves should be 
allocated to TALFF as soon as possible 
because the industry-to-industry 
agreement with Japan supported an 
allocation to Japan alone of 700,000 mt.

R esponse: After recontacting certain 
joint venture companies, NMFS has 
identified the following amounts as 
excess to the JVP needs calculated from 
the June survey: 5,000 mt of Bering Sea 
pollock, 5,000 mt of Pacific cod, and 
10,000 mt of yellowfin sole. The 76,000 
mt “excess amount” calculated by one 
commenter inappropriately included 
large amounts of tonnage originally 
proposed for Gulf of Alaska joint 
ventures which did not materialize 
because of low pollock availability. The 
revised pollock amount was taken into 
consideration in determining the Bering
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Sea subarea pollock apportionments. 
The yellowfin sole amount may be 
considered for release to TALFF when 
the joint venture fisheries for that 
species are completed; this should be in 
early September, prior to the historical 
peak of foreign fishing on yellowfin sole.

As recommended by the Council, the 
Pacific cod TALFF has been increased 
to acount for the 21,980 mt longline 
directed fishery in the Bering Sea, and 
sufficient by-catch for the trawl 
fisheries.

In view of the prior notice in the 
authorizing regulation regarding the 
dates after which apportionment of 
reserves and reassessment of DAH are 
to occur, together with the need to avoid 
disruption of U.S. and foreign fisheries

and to afford a reasonable opportunity 
to achieve OY, the Agency has 
determined that delaying the effective 
date of this notice would be 
impracticable, unnecessary, and 
contrary to the public interest.
Other Matters

This action is taken under the 
authority of 50 CFR 611.93(b) and 50 
CFR 675.20(b), and complies with 
Executive Order 12291.

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 675 
Fisheries.

(16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.)
Dated: July 25,1986.

William G. Gordon,
Assistant Administrator fo r Fisheries, 
National M arine Fisheries Service.

T a b le  1 - Ber in g  S ea/Ale u tia n  Is la n d s  Rea p p o r tio n m e n ts  o f  TAC

Pollock.........................,...................
(Bering Sea area)..........................
TAC (1,200,000); EY (1,100,000 *>

Pollock................... .................... .
(Aleutians area)..............................
TAC (100,000); EY (100,000).......

Yellowfin sole.................. ....... ..........
TAC (209,500); EY (310,000)____

Other flounders........................ ..... .
TAC (119,200); EY (150,000)........

Pacific cod .MS,  ..... ,....„
TAC (223,047); EY (165,000).......

Rockfish........................ .........
(Aleutians area).......1.....................
TAC (6,100); EY (7,740)..........

Sabiefish.....................;________ .........
(Aleutians area)..............................
TAC (3,067); Ey (3,000) ____ ....

Squid................................ .................
TAC (4,320); EY (10,000)___

Other Species.................„....____ .....
TAC (24,130); EY (51,200).... .

Total (TAC-2,000,000)...............

* EY means Equilibrium Yield.

[Metric tons]

Current This action Revised

DAP 141,755 -40,000 101,755
JVP 690,000 +60,000 750,000
TALFF 297,017 +  51,228 348,245
DAP 18,039 18,039
JVP 18,804 + 15.000 33,804
TALFF 48,157 48,157
DAP 1,030 1,030
JVP 144,300 144,300
TALFF 49,745 +  14,425 64,170
DAP 4,192 4,192
JVP 98,850 98,850
TALFF 11,828 +4,330 16,158
DAP 133,394 133,394
JVP 50,830 50,830
TALFF 32,406 +6,417 38,823
DAP 5,791 5,791
JVP 9 +250 259
TALFF 50 50
DAP 4,159 4,159
JVP 40 +  80 120
TALFF 50 50
DAP 10 10
JVP 50 +  50 100
TALFF 4,210 4,210
DAP 110 +  500 610
JVP 7,000 7,000
TALFF 16,520 16,520
DAP 326,249 -39,500 286,749
JVP 1,048,383 +  75,380 1,123,763
RES 133,921 -112,280 21,641
TALFF 491,447 +  76,400 567,847

[FR Doc. 86-17208 Filed 7-28-86; 12:35 pm]
BILUNG CODE 3510-22-M

50 CFR Part 653

[Docket No. 60617-6117]

Drum Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico; 
Notice of Closure

Correction
In FR Doc. 86-16695 appearing on 

page 26554 in the issue of Thursday, July
24,1986, make the following correction: 

In the second column, the EFFECTIVE 
d a t e  caption is corrected to read: 
e f f e c t iv e  d a t e : The directed net 
fishery for red drum is closed at noon

local time, July 20,1986, through 2400 
hours local time, September 23,1986.
BILUNG CODE 1505-01-M

50 CFR Part 683

[Docket No. 60583-6128]

Western Pacific Bottomfish and 
Seamount Groundfish Fisheries

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), NOAA, Commerce. 
a c t i o n : Final rule.

SUMMARY: NOAA issues this final rule 
implementing the Fishery Management 
Plan for the Bottomfish and Seamount
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Groundfish Fisheries of the Western 
Pacific Region (FMP). This rule (1) 
establishes a monitoring scheme and 
authority for future management actions 
in the fishery conservation zone (FCZ),
(2) prohibits the use of bottom trawls 
and bottom set gill nets in the FCZ 
unless an experimental fishing permit is 
obtained, (3) prohibits the use of poisons 
and explosives, (4) establishes a 
moratorium on fishing for seamount 
groundfish in the Hancock Seamount, 
and (5) establishes a permit requirement 
for vessels fishing in the FCZ of the 
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands.
EFFECTIVE DATE: August 27, 1986.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Doyle E. Gates (Administrator, Western 
Pacific Program Office, Southwest 
Region, NMFS, Honolulu, Hawaii), 808- 
955-8831; or Svein Fougner (Chief, 
Fisheries Management and Analysis 
Branch, Southwest Region, NMFS, 
Terminal Island, California), 213-514- 
6660.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FMP 
prepared by the Western Pacific Fishery 
Management Council (Council) was 
approved by the Secretary of Commerce 
on July 10,1986. Proposed regulations 
were published in the Federal Register 
on May 12,1986, (51 FR 17370) and 
comments were invited until June 20, 
1986. The need for developing an FMP, 
the goals and objectives of the MFP, and 
the proposed management strategy for 
conserving the bottomfish and seamount 
resources were presented in the Federal 
Register on May 12, and are not 
repeated here.

Comments and Responses

Few comments were received on the 
FMP and proposed rules; however, 
questions were raised about (1) 
apparent conflicting statements 
regarding the seriousness of problems in 
the bottomfish fishery, (2) the 
effectiveness of the proposed 
management approach, and (3) the 
benefits to be gained by managing the 
fishery at this time.

Contradictory evidence exists on the 
status of the bottomfish resources. Only 
in the case of pelagic armorhead and 
alfonsin on the Hancock Seamount is 
overfishing clearly evident. A 
moratorium on fishing in this area is 
prescribed. For other bottomfish 
resources insufficient biological 
information is available to determine 
whether specific action is necessary; 
however, landings are at record levels, 
average sizes of certain species landed 
from some other areas are below their 
size of first reproduction, and catch per 
unit of effort of some species is
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declining. These signs and increasing 
fishing effort indicate that a strategy to 
manage the fishery is essential.

The monitoring system presented in 
the FMP anticipates actions that may be 
taken in the future. This system will 
permit action through regulatory or FMP 
amendments, but not by the rapid 
method of rule-related notices. 
Insufficient information is available on 
the status of the bottomfish species 
involved to framwork possible future 
actions that would respond to apparent 
changes in the fishery. A combination of 
research, thorough monitoring, and close 
examination of limited access controls 
leading to a more complete analysis of 
the fishery is viewed by the Council as 
the best management approach.

The purpose of implementing the FMP 
at this time is to establish a firm 
foundation for management measures 
viewed as likely in the future. 
Anticipating increasing effort in the 
fishery, the goal of the Council's plan is 
to maintain the current diversity and 
quantity of bottomfish to consumers. If 
development of an FMP is delayed until 
overharvesting has occurred, recovery 
to levels of sustained yield may be 
prolonged and the resulting regulations 
are likely to be numerous and 
ineffective in this multispecies fishery. A 
comprehensive approach needs to be 
developed before serious problems 
arise.

The Department of the Navy stated 
that it is inappropriate to include 
Midway in the Federal regulations 
because vessel operators are not 
permitted within the Midway Defensive 
Sea Area without approval from the U.S. 
Navy.

Nothing in the Federal regulations 
governing the bottomfish fishery 
invalidates any legally established 
military boundary. These regulations 
only provide rules for harvesting the 
bottomfish resource in the FCZ and 
assume that all other Department of 
Defense rules are obeyed.

The Native Hawaiian Legal 
Corporation cited several laws that it 
interprets as establishing a legal basis 
for native Hawaiian fishing rights in the 
coastal waters off the leeward Hawaiian 
Islands and urged the Council to protect 
these rights in the FMP. The Council has 
been requested to grant fishing rights to 
native Hawaiians in the past; however, 
in this instance, claims to a specific 
portion of the catch or a specific area 
have not been presented and supported 
by evidence. The Council has the 
authority to respond to historical, 
cultural, and social issues in the 
fisheries it manages, but measures 
responding to those issues must comply 
with the National Standards of the

Magnuson Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act (Magnuson Act) in the 
same manner as all other measures. The 
Council has stated that it is willing to 
discuss specific requests regarding 
native Hawaiian fishing rights.

Changes From Proposed Regulations

In § 683.2, a definition of Council is 
added and the definition of State is 
broadened.

In § 683.22(b), a “vessel fishing for 
bottomfish” is more precisely defined.

In § 683.24(b)(2)(v) and (d), the 
limitation to NWHI only is removed.
Classification

The Administrator, NOAA, 
determined that this FMP is necessary 
for the conservation and management of 
the Western Pacific bottomfish and 
seamount groundfish resources and that 
it is consistent with the Magnuson Act 
and other applicable law.

The Council prepared an 
environmental assessment (EA) for this 
FMP and concluded that there will be no 
significant impact on the environment as 
a result of this rule. A copy of the EA 
may be obtained from the Council at the 
address given in § 683.2 of the 
regulations.

The Administrator, NOAA, 
determined that this rule is not a “major 
rule” requiring a regulatory impact 
analysis under Executive Order 12291. A 
summary of his determination appears 
in the proposed rule.

The General Counsel of the 
Department of Commerce certified to 
the Chief Counsel for Advocacy of the 
Small Business Administration that this 
rule will not have a significant economic 
impact on a substantial number of small 
businesses. Specific regulations 
promulgated under this rule could have 
a significant impact; the analytical 
requirements of the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act will be met for each such 
regulation.

This rule contains a collection of 
information requirement subject to the 
Paperwork Reduction A ct Requests for 
information necessary to apply for 
fishing permits are approved by the 
Office of Management and Budget under 
OMB control number 0648-0097. 
Reporting requirements regarding 
incidental take and interaction with 
protected species are approved under 
OMB control number 0648-0099.

The Council has determined and State 
agencies have confirmed, that this rule is 
consistent to the maximum extent 
practicable with the approved coastal 
zone management programs of Hawaii, 
America Samoa, and Guam.

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 683

Fish, Fisheries, Reporting 
requirements.

Dated: July 25,1986.
William G. Gordon,
Assistant Administrator, For Fisheries, 
National M arine Fisheries Service.

For the reasons set forth in the 
preamble, Title 50, Chapter VI is 
amended by adding a new Part 683 to 
read as follows:

PART 683— WESTERN PACIFIC 
BOTTOMFISH AND SEAMOUNT 
GROUNDFISH FISHERIES

Subpart A— General Provisions 

Sec
683.1 Purpose and scope.
683.2 Definitions.
683.3 Relation to State laws.
683.4 Reporting.
683.5 Management subareas.
683.6 General prohibitions.
683.7 Enforcement.
683.8 Penalties.
683.9 Experimental Fishing Permit (EFP). 

Subpart B— Management Measures
683.21 Permit requirement for the 

Northwestern Hawaiian Islands (NWHI).
683.22 Gear restrictions.
683.23 Fishing moratorium on Hancock 

Seamounts.
683.24 Framework for regulatory 

adjustments.
683.25 Scientific research.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Subpart A— General Provisions

§ 683.1 Purpose and scope.

(a) These regulations implement the 
Fishery Management Plan for the 
Bottomfish and Seamount Groundfish 
Fisheries of the Western Pacific Region 
(FMP) prepared by the Western Pacific 
Regional Fishery Management Council 
under the Magnuson Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act 
(Magnuson Act).

(b) Regulations governing fishing for 
bottomfish and seamount groundfish by 
fishing vessels other than vessels of the 
United States are published at 50 CFR 
Part 611.

§ 683.2 Definitions.

In addition to the definitions in the 
Magnuson Act, the terms used in this 
part have the following meanings (some 
definitions in the Magnuson Act have 
been repeated here to aid understanding 
of the regulations):

Adm inistrator means the 
Administrator of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), or a designee.

Authorized o fficer  means:
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(a) Any commissioned, warrant, or petty 
officer of the U S. Coast Guard;

(b) Any special agent of the National 
Marine Fisheries Service;

(c) Any officer designated by the head 
of any Federal or State agency which 
has entered into an agreement with 
the Secretary and the Commandant of

Council means the Western Pacific 
Fishery Management Council, 1164 
Bishop Street, Room 1608, Honolulu, HI 
96813, 808-523-1368.

Fishery conservation zone (FCZJ 
means that area adjacent to the United 
States which, except where modified to 
accommodate international boundaries, 
encompasses all waters from the 
seaward boundary of each of the coastal 
states to a line each point of which is 
200 nautical miles from the baseline 
from which the territorial sea of the 
United States is measured.

Fishery managem ent area  means the 
FCZ off the coasts of Hawaii, American 
Samoa, and Guam.

Fishing m eans:
(a) The catching, taking, or harvesting 

of fish;
(b) The attempted catching, taking, or 

harvesting of fish;
(c) Any other activity which can 

reasonably be expected to result in the 
catching, taking, or harvesting of fish; or

(d) Any operations at sea in support 
of, or in preparation for, any activity 
described above.

This term does not include any 
scientific research activity which is 
conducted by a scientific research 
vessel.

Fishing gear:
(a) Bottom Trawl means a trawl in 

which the otter boards or the footrope of 
the net are in contact with the sea bed.

the U.S. Coast Guard to enforce the 
provisions of the Magnuson Act; or

(d) Any U.S. Coast Guard personnel 
accompanying and acting under the 
direction of any person described in 
paragraph (a) of this definition. 
Bottom fish means the following 

species managed under the FMP:

(b) G ill net means a rectangular net 
with one or more layers of mesh which 
is set upright in the water.

(c) H ook-and-line means one or more 
hooks attached to one or more lines.

(d) Set net means a stationary, 
buoyed, and anchored gill net.

(e) Trawl net means a cone or funnel- 
shaped net which is towed through the 
water by one or more vessels.

Fishing trip means a period of time 
during which fishing is conducted, 
beginning when the vessel leaves port 
and ending when the vessel lands fish.

Fishing vessel means any vessel, boat, 
ship, or other craft which is used for, 
equipped to be used for, or of a type 
which is normally used for (a) fishing; or
(b) aiding or assisting one or more 
vessels at sea in the performance of any 
activity relating to fishing, including, but 
not limited to, preparation, supply, 
storage, refrigeration, transportation, or 
processing.

Fishing year  means the year 
beginning at 0001 local time on January 
1 and ending at 2400 local time on 
December 31.

Incidental catch  or incidental species  
means species caught while fishing for 
the primary purpose of catching a 
different species.

Land  or landing means to begin 
offloading any fish, to arrive in port with 
the intention of offloading any fish, or to 
cause any fish to be offloaded.

Magnuson A ct means the Magnuson 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act, 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq., as amended.

Maximum sustainable y ie ld  (MSY) 
means an average over a reasonable 
length of time of the largest catch which 
can he taken continuously from a stock.

O fficial num ber means the 
documentation number issued by the 
U.S. Coast Guard or the certificate 
number issued by a State or by the U.S. 
Coast Guard for undocumented vessels.

Operator, with respect to any vessel, 
means the master or other individual on 
board and in charge of that vessel.

Owner, with respect to any vessel, 
means:

(a) Any person who owns that vessel 
in whole or in part;

(b) Any charterer of the vessel, 
whether bareboat, time, or voyage;

(c) Any person who acts in the 
capacity of a charterer including but not 
limited to parties to a management 
agreement, operating agreement, or any 
similar agreement that bestows control 
over the destination, function, or 
operation of the vessel; or

(d) Any agent designated as such by a 
person described in paragraph (a), (b), 
or (c) of this definition.

Person  means any individual (whether 
or not a citizen or national of the United 
States), any corporation, partnership, 
association, or other entity (whether or 
not organized or existing under the laws 
of any State), and any Federal, State, 
local or foreign government or any 
entity of any such government.

R egional D irector means the Directpr, 
Southwest Region National Marine 
Fisheries Service, 300 South Ferry Street, 
Terminal Island, CA 90731, or a 
designee.

Seamount groundfish means the 
following species managed by the FMP:

Commn name Scientific name

Pentaceros richardsoni. 
Beryx splendens. 
Hyperoglyphe japónica.

Secretary  means the Secretary of 
Commerce, or a designee.

State means each of the several 
States, the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rica, 
American Samoa, the Virgin Islands, 
Guam, and any other Commonwealth, 
territory or possession of the United 
States.

U .S.-harvested fish  means fish caught, 
taken, or harvested by vessels of the 
United States within any fishery 
regulated under the Magnuson Act.

V essel o f the United States means (a) 
a vessel documented or numbered by

Common name Local name Scientific name

Snappers:
Silver jaw jobfish. .........._______ _ iehi (H); palu-gustusilvia (S).......................... Aphareus rutilans. 

Aprion virescens
SquirreKish snapper.........................
Longtail snapper ..............................
Blue stripe snapper______ ____ _
Yeflowtaii snapper...........................
Pink snapper ,. ..................... ..........

ta'ape (H); savane (S); funai <G)...............
palu-i* usama (S); yettowtail kalekale...........
opakapaka (H); palu-enaena (S); gadao

Lut/anus kasmira. 
Pnstipomoides auricilla. 
Pnstipomoides fi/amentosus.

Yelloweye snapper........... ........ .....
Snapper............................................

(G).
palusina (S); yelloweye opakapaka.............. Pnstipomoides ftavipinnus. 

Pnstipomoides sieboidii. 
Pnstipomoides zonatus.

Jacks:
Giant trevaHy................................... white ulua (H); tarakito (G); sapo-anae (S )... Caranx ignobiis.
Black jack...... ............... ............... .' Caranx lugubris. 

Pseudocaranx dentex. 
Serióla dumeriii.

Thick tipped trevally.
Amberjack........................ .............

pig ulua (H); butaguchi (H).................. ..........

Groupers:
Blacktip grouper______ _________ Epinephelus fasciatus 

Epineprie!us quemas. 
Variola iouti.

Sea bass..............  ....  ..............
Lunartail grouper............................ papa (S)....... ................................................

Emperor fishes:
Ambon emperor...........................
Redgilt emperor............................... ftioa-pa'o'omumu (S); mafuti (G).... ............. Lethrinus rubrioperculatus.

Notes: G— Guam; H— Hawaii; S— American Samoa.
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the U.S. Coast Guard under U.S. law; or 
(b) a vessel, under five net tons, which is 
registered under the laws of any State.

§ 683.3 Relation to State laws.
This part recognizes that any State 

law which pertains to vessels registered 
under the laws of that State while in the 
fishery management area, and which is 
consistent with the FMP, including any 
State landing law, continues in effect 
with respect to fishing activities 
regulated under this part.

§ 683.4 Reporting.
(a) This part recognizes that catch and 

effort data necessary for implementing 
the FMP are collected by the State of 
Hawaii, American Samoa, and Guam 
under existing State data collection 
programs. No additional Federal reports 
are required of fishermen or processors 
as long as the data collection and 
reporting systems opèrated by the State 
agencies continue to provide the 
Secretary with statistical information 
adequate for management.

(b) Permit holders in the Northwestern 
Hawaiian Islands are required to report 
any incidental take or fishing interaction 
with protected species.

§ 683.5 Management subareas.
(a) The fishery management area is 

divided into five subareas for the 
regulation of bottomfish and seamount 
groundfish fishing with the following 
designations and boundaries:

(1) Main H awaiian Islands means the 
FCZ of the Hawaiian Islands 
Archipelago lying to the east of 161°20' 
W. longitude.

(2) Northwestern H awaiian Islands 
means the FCZ of the Hawaiian Islands 
Archipelago lying to the west of 161°20' 
W. longitude. However, for the purpose 
of regulations issued under this part, 
Midway Island is treated as part of the 
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands 
Subarea.

(3) H ancock Seamount means that 
portion of the FCZ in the Northwestern 
Hawaiian Islands west of 180°00' W. 
longitude and north of 28°00' N. latitude.

(4) Guam means the FCZ of the 
Territory of Guam.

(5) Am erican Sam oa means the FCZ 
of the Territory of American Samoa.

(b) The inner boundary of the fishery 
management area is a line coterminous 
with the seaward boundaries of the 
State of Hawaii, the Territory of 
American Samoa, and the Territory of 
Guam (the “3 mile-limit”).

(c) The outer boundary of the fishery 
management area is a line drawn in 
such a manner that each point on it is 
200 nautical miles from the baseline 
from which the territorial sea is

measured, or is coterminous with 
adjacent international maritime 
boundaries. The outer boundary of the 
fishery management area north of Guam 
will extend to those points which are 
equidistant between Guam and the 
island of Rota in the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands.

§ 683.6 General Prohibitions.
It is unlawful for any person to do the 

following:
(a) Possess, have custody or control 

of, ship or transport, offer for sale, sell, 
purchase, import or export any 
bottomfish or seamount groundfish 
taken, retained, or landed in violation of 
the Magnuson Act, this part, or any 
other regulation promulgated under the 
Magnuson Act;

(b) Refuse to allow an authorized 
officer to board a fishing vessel subject 
to such person’s control for purposes of 
conducting any search or inspection in 
connection with the enforcement of the 
Magnuson Act, this part, or any other 
regulation promulgated under the 
Magnuson Act;

(c) Forcibly assault, resist, oppose, 
impede, intimidate, or interfere with any 
authorized officer in the conduct of any 
inspection or search described in 
paragraph (b) of this section;

(d) Resist a lawful arrest for any act 
prohibited by this part;

(e) Interfere with, delay, or prevent, 
by any means, the apprehension or 
arrest of another person, with the 
knowledge that such other person has 
committed any act prohibited by this 
part;

(f) Interfere with, obstruct, delay, or 
prevent by any means a lawful 
investigation or search conducted in the 
process of enforcing the Magnuson Act;

(g) Transfer, or attempt to transfer, 
directly or indirectly, any U.S.-harvested 
bottomfish or seamount groundfish to 
any foreign fishing vessel within the 
FCZ, unless the foreign vessel has been 
issued a permit which authorizes the 
receipt of U.S.-harvested fish of the 
species being transferred;

(h) Fail to comply immediately with 
enforcement and boarding procedures 
specified in § 683.7;

(i) Fish for bottomfish or seamount 
groundfish in violation of any terma or 
conditions attached to an experimental 
fishing permit (EFP) issued under
§ 683.9;

(j) Fish for bottomfish or seamount 
groundfish using gear prohibited under 
§ 683.22.

(k) Violate any other provision of this 
part, the Magnuson Act, any notice 
issued under Subpart B of this part, or 
any other regulation or permit 
promulgated under the Magnuson Act.

§683.7 Enforcement.
(a) General. The operator of, or any 

other person aboard, any fishing vessel 
subject to this part must immediately 
comply with instructions and signals 
issued by an authorized officer to stop 
the vessel and with instructions to 
facilitate safe boarding and inspection 
of the vessel, its gear, equipment, fishing 
records, and catch for purposes of 
enforcing the Magnuson Act and this 
part.

(b) Communications. (1) Upon being 
approached by a U.S. Coast Guard 
vessel or aircraft, or other vessel or 
aircraft with an authorized officer 
aboard, the operator of a fishing vessel 
must be alert for communications 
conveying enforcement instructions.

(2) If the size of the vessel and the 
wind, sea, and visibility conditions 
allow, loudhailer is the preferred 
method for communicating between 
vessels. If use of a loudhailer is not 
practicable, and for communications 
with an aircraft, VHF-FM or high 
frequency radiotelephone will be 
employed. Hand signals, placards, or 
voice may be employed by an 
authorized officer and message blocks 
may be dropped from an aircraft.

(3) If other communications are not 
practicable, visual signals may be 
transmitted by flashing light directed at 
the vessel signaled. Coast Guard units 
will normally use the flashing light 
signal “L” as the signal to stop.

(4) Failure of a vessel’s operator to 
stop his vessel when directed to do so 
by an authorized officer using 
loudhailer, radiotelephone, fishing light 
signal, or other means constitutes prim a 
fa c ie  evidence of the offense of refusal 
to permit an authorized officer to board.

(5) The operator of a vessel who does 
not understand a signal from an 
enforcement unit and who is unable to 
obtain clarification by loudhailer or 
radiotelephone must consider the signal 
to be a command to stop the vessel 
instantly.

(c) Boarding. The operator of a vessel 
directed to stop must—

(1) Guard Channel 16, VHF-FM, if so 
equipped;

(2) Stop immediately and lay to or 
maneuver in such a way as to allow the 
authorized officer and his party to come 
aboard;

(3) Except for those vessels with a 
freeboard of four feet or less, provide a 
safe ladder, if needed, for the authorized 
officer and his party to come aboard;

(4) When necessary to facilitate the 
boarding or when requested by an 
authorized officer, provide a manrope or 
safety line, and illumination for the 
ladder; and
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(5) Take such other actions as 
necessary to facilitate boarding and to 
ensure the safety of the authorized 
officer and the boarding party.

(d) Signals. The following signals, 
extracted from the International Code of 
Signals, may be sent by flashing light by 
an enforcement unit when conditions do 
not allow communications by loudhailer 
or radiotelephone. Knowledge of these 
signals by vessel operators is not 
required. However, knowledge of these 
signals and appropriate actionby a 
vessel operator may preclude the 
necessity of sending the signal “L” and 
the necessity for the vessel to stop 
instantly.

(1) “AA” repeated ( .- .- )1 is the call to 
an unknown station. The operator of the 
signaled vessel should respond by 
identifying the vessel by radiotelephone 
or by illuminating the vessel’s 
identification.

(2) “ RY-CY” (.-. means
“you should proceed at slow speed, a 
boat is coming to you.” This signal is 
normally employed when conditions 
allow an enforcement boarding without 
the necessity of the vessel being 
boarded coming to a complete stop, or, 
in some cases, without retrieval of 
fishing gear which may be in water.

(3) “SQ3” (.. — .. .- -) means “you 
should stop or heave to; I am going to 
board you.”

(4) “L” {.-..) means “you should stop 
your vessel instantly.”

§ 683.8 Penalties.
Any person or fishing vessel found to 

be in violation of this part will be 
subject to the civil and criminal penalty 
provisions and forfeiture provisions 
prescribed in the Magnuson Act, 15 CFR 
Part 904 (Civil Procedures!, and other 
applicable law.

§ 683.9 Experimental Fishing Permit (EFP).
(a) General. The Secretary may 

authorize, for limited experimental 
purposes, the direct or incidental 
harvest of bottomfish or seamount 
groundfish managed by the FMP which 
would otherwise be prohibited by this 
part. No experimental fishing may be 
conducted unless authorized by an EFP 
issued by the Secretary in accordance 
with the criteria and procedures 
specified in this section. EFPs will be 
issued without charge.

(b) Application. An applicant for an 
EFP must submit to the Regional 
Director at least 60 days before the 
desired effective date of the EFP a 
written application including, but not 
limited to, the following information:

1 Period (.) means a short flash of light. Dash (-) 
means a long flash of light.

(1) The date of the application;
(2) The applicant’s name, mailing 

address, and telephone number;
(3) A statement of the puiposes and 

goals of the experiment for which an 
EFP is needed, including a general 
description of the arrangements for 
disposition of all species harvested 
under the EFP;

(4) A statement of whether the 
proposed experimental fishing has 
broader significance than the applicant’s 
individual goals;

(5) For each vessel to be covered by 
the EFP—

(i) Vessel name;
(ii) Name, address, and telephone 

number of owner and master;
(iii) U.S. Coast Guard documentation, 

State license, or registration number;
(iv) Home port;
(v) Length of vessel;
(vi) Net tonnage; and
(vii) Gross tonnage.
(6) A description of the species 

(directed and incidental) to be harvested 
under the EFP and the amount(s) of such 
harvest necessaiy to conduct the 
experiment;

(7) For each vessel covered by the 
EFP, the approximate time(s) and 
place(s) fishing will take place, and the 
type, size, and amount of gear to be 
used; and

(8) The signature of the applicant.
(cj The Secretary may request from an 

applicant additional information 
necessary to make the determinations 
required under this section. An 
applicant will be notified of an 
incomplete application within 10 
working days of receipt of the 
application. An Incomplete application 
will not be considered until completed 
by the applicant.

(d) Issuance. (1) If an applicant 
contains all of the required information, 
the Secretary will publish a notice of 
receipt of the application in the Federal 
Register with a brief description of the 
proposal, and will give interested 
persons an opportunity to comment. The 
Secretary will also forward copies of the 
application to the Western Pacific 
Fishery Management Council, the U.S. 
Coast Guard, and the fishery 
management agency of the affected 
State, accompanied by the following 
information:

(i) The current utilization of domestic 
annual harvesting and processing 
capacity (including existing 
experimental harvesting, if any) of the 
directed and incidental species for 
which an EFP is being requested;

(ii) A citation of the regulation or 
regulations which, without the EFP, 
would prohibit the proposed activity; 
and

(iii) Biological information relevant to 
the proposal.

(2) At a Western Pacific Fishery 
Management Council meeting following 
receipt of a complete application, the 
Secretary will consult with the Council 
and the Director of the affected State 
fishery management agency concerning 
the permit application. The applicant 
will be notified in advance of the 
meeting at which the application will be 
considered and invited to appear in 
support of the application if die 
applicant desires.

(3) Within 5 working days after the 
consultation in paragraph (c)(2) of this 
section, or as soon as practicable 
thereafter, the Secretary will notify the 
applicant in writing of the decision to 
grant or deny the EFP, and, if denied, the 
reasons for the denial. Grounds for 
denial of an EFP include, but are not 
limited to, the following:

(i) The applicant had failed to disclose 
material information required, or has 
made false statements as to any 
material fact, in connection with his or 
her application; or

(ii) According to the best scientific 
information available, the harvest to be 
conducted under the permit would 
detrimentally affect any species of fish 
in a significant way; or

(iii) Issuance of the EFP would 
inequitably allocate fishing privileges 
among domestic fishermen or would 
have economic allocation as its sole 
purpose; or

(iv) Activities to be conducted under 
the EFP would be inconsistent with the 
intent of this section or the management 
objectives of the FMP; or

(v) The applicant has failed to 
demonstrate a valid justification for the 
permit; or

(vi) The activity proposed under the 
EFP would create a significant 
enforcement problem.

(4) The decision of the Secretary to 
grant or deny an EFP is the final action 
of the Department of Commerce. If the 
permit is granted, the Secretary will 
publish a notice in the Federal Register 
describing the experimental fishing to be 
conducted under the EFP. The Secretary 
may attach terms and conditions to the 
EFP consistent with the purpose of the 
experiment including, but not limited to, 
the following:

(i) The maximum amount of each 
species which can be harvested and 
landed during the term of the EFP, 
including trip limits, where appropriate;

(ii) The number, sizes, names, and 
identification numbers of the vessels 
authorized to conduct fishing activities 
under the EFP;
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(iii) The times and places where 
experimental fishing may be conducted;

(iv) The type, size, and amount of gear 
which may be used by each vessel 
operated under the EFP;

(v) The condition that observers be 
carried aboard vessels operated under 
an EFP;

(vi) Data reporting requirements; and
{vii) Such other conditions as may be

necessary to assure compliance with the 
purposes of the EFP consistent with the 
objectives of the FMP.

(d) Duration. Unless otherwise 
specified in the EFP or a superseding 
notice or regulation, and EFP is effective 
for no longer than one year unless 
revoked, suspended, or modified. EFP’s 
may be renewed following the 
application procedures in this section.

(e) Alteration. Any permit that has 
been altered, erased, or mutilated is 
invalid.

(f) Transfer. EFPs issued under this 
part are not transferable or assignable. 
EFPs are valid only for the vessels for 
which they are issued.

(g) Inspection. EFPs issued under this 
part must be carried aboard the vessels 
for which they are issued. EFPs must be 
presented for inspection upon request of 
any authorized officer.

(h) Sanctions. Failure of the holder of 
an EFP to comply with the terms and 
conditions of an EFP, a notice issued 
under Subpart B of this part, any other 
applicable provision of this part, the 
Magnuson Act, or any other regulation 
promulgated thereunder, will be grounds 
for revocation, suspension, or 
modification of the EFP with respect to 
all persons and vessels conducting 
activities under the EFP. Any action 
taken to revoke, suspend, or modify an 
EFP will be governed by 15 CFR Part 
904, Subpart D.

Subpart B— Management Measures

§ 683.21 Permit requirement for the 
Northwestern Hawaiian islands (NWHI).

(a) General. Any vessel of the United 
States engaged in fishing for bottomfish 
or seamount groundfish in the NWHI 
must have a permit issued under this 
section.

(b) A pplications. (1) An application 
for a permit under this section must be 
submitted to the Regional Director by 
the vessel owner or operator at least 15 
days before the date on which the 
applicant desires to have the permit 
made effective.

(2) Each application must be 
submitted on an appropriate form which 
may be obtained from the Regional 
Director. Each application must be 
signed by the vessel owner or operator 
and contain the following information:

(1) The applicant’s name;
(iij The owner’s name, mailing 

address, and telephone number;
(iii) The operator’s name, mailing 

address, and telephone number;
(iv) The name of the vessel;
(v) The vessel’s official number;
(vi) The radio call sign of the vessel;
(vii) The home part of the vessel;
(viii) Gross registered tons of the 

vessel;
(ix) Registered length of the vessel;
(x) Beam of the vessel;
(xi) Fuel capacity of the vessel;
(xii) Average cruising speed of the 

vessel;
(xiii) Maximum range of the vessel;
(xiv) Horsepower of the vessel;
(xv) Purchase price of the vessel;
(xvi) Purchase date of the vessel;
(xvii) Age of the vessel;
(xviii) The vessel’s fish hold capacity;
(xix) Type of refrigeration and 

capacity;
(xx) Type and number of fishing gear;
(xxi) Whether the application is for a 

new permit or a renewal;
(xxii) Number and expiration date of 

any prior permit for the vessel issued 
under this part.

(c) Fees. No fee is required for a 
permit issued under this section.

(d) Change in application inform ation. 
Any change in the information specified 
in paragraph (b) of this section must be 
reported to the Regional Director ten 
days before the effective date of the 
change.

(e) Issuance. (1) Within 15 days after 
receipt of a properly completed 
application, the Regional Director will 
determine whether to issue a permit.

(2) If an incomplete or improperly 
completed permit application is filed, 
the Regional Director will notify the 
applicant in writing of the deficiency in 
the application. If the applicant fails to 
correct the deficiency within 30 days 
following the date of notification, the 
application will be considered 
abandoned.

(3) Permits issued under this section 
will be accompanied by an 
informational package advising the 
permit holder of the applicable laws and 
regulations regarding threatened and 
endangered species in the NWHI. Permit 
holders are required to report any 
incidental take or fisheries interaction 
with protected species on a form 
provided for that purpose.

(f) Expiration. Permits issued under 
this section expire on June 30 following 
issuance of the permit.

(g) Renew al. An application for 
renewal of a permit must be submitted 
to the Regional Director in the same 
manner as described in paragraph (b) of 
this section.

(h) Alteration. Any permit that has 
been substantially altered, erased, or 
mutilated is invalid.

(i) R eplacem ent. Permits may be 
issued to replace lost or mutilated 
permits. An application for a 
replacement permit is not considered a 
new application.

(j) Transfer. Permits issued under this 
section are not transferable or 
assignable to other persons. A permit is 
valid only for the vessel for which it is 
issued.

(k) Display. Any permit issued under 
this section must be on board the vessel 
at all times while the vessel is still 
fishing for bottomfish or seamount 
groundfish in the NWHI. Any permit 
issued under this section must be 
displayed for inspection upon request of 
any Authorized Officer.

(l) Sanctions. Procedures governing 
permit sanctions and denials are found 
at 15 CFR Part 904, Subpart D.

§ 683.22 Gear restrictions.

(a) Bottom trawls and bottom  set g ill 
nets. Fishing for bottomfish and 
seamount groundfish with bottom trawls 
and bottom set gill nets is prohibited.

(b) Possession o f gear. Possession of a 
bottom trawl and bottom set gill net by 
any vessel having a permit under
§ 683.21 or otherwise established to be 
fishing for bottomfish or seamount 
groundfish in the management subareas 
is prohibited.

(c) Poisons and explosives. The 
possession or use of any poisons, 
explosives, or intoxicating substances 
for the purpose of harvesting bottomfish 
and seamount groundfish is prohibited.

§ 683.23 Fishing moratorium on Hancock 
Seamounts.

Fishing for bottomfish and seamount 
groundfish on the Hancock Seamount is 
prohibited until six years after the 
effective date of these regulations.

§ 683.24 Framework for regulatory 
adjustments.

(а) Annual reports. By March 31 of 
each year a Council-appointed 
bottomfish monitoring team will prepare 
an annual report on the fishery by area 
covering the following topics:

(1) Fishery performance data;
(2) Summary of recent research and 

survey results;
(3) Habitat conditions and recent 

alterations;
(4) Enforcement activities and 

problems;
(5) Administrative actions (e.g., data 

collection and reporting, permits);
(б) State and Territorial management 

actions;
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(7) Assessment of need for Council 
action (including biological, economic, 
social, enforcement, administrative, and 
State/Federal needs, problems, and 
trends). Indications of potential 
problems warranting further 
investigation may be signaled by the 
following indicator criteria:

(1) Mean size of the catch of any 
species in any area is a pre-reproductive 
size;

(ii) Ratio of fishing mortality to 
natural mortality for any species;

(iii) Harvest capacity of the existing 
fleet and/or annual landings exceed 
best estimate of MSY in any area;

(iv) Significant decline (50 percent or 
more) in bottomfish catch per unit of 
effort from baseline levels;

(v) Substantial decline in ex-vessel 
revenue relative to baseline levels;

(vi) Significant shift in the relative 
proportions of gear in any one area;

(vii) Significant change in the frozen/ 
fresh components of the bottomfish 
catch;

(viii) Entry /exit of fishermen in any 
area;

(ix) Per-trip costs for bottomfishing 
exceed per-trip revenues for a 
significant percentage of trips;

(x) Significant decline or increase in 
total bottomfish landings in any area;

(xi) Change in species composition of 
the bottomfish catch in any area;

(xii) Research results;
(xiii) Habitat degradation or 

environmental problems;
(xiv) Reported interactions between 

bottomfishing operations and protected 
species in the NWHI.

(8) Recommendations for Council 
action; and

(9) Estimated Impacts of 
recommended action.

(b) Recom m endation o f m anagement 
action. (1) The team may present 
management recommendations to the 
Council at any time. Recommendations 
may cover actions suggested for Federal 
regulations, State/territorial action, 
enforcement or administrative elements, 
and research and data collection. 
Recommendations will include an 
assessment of urgency and the effects of 
not taking action.

(2) The Council will evaluate the 
team’s reports and recommendations,

and the indicators of concern. The 
Council will assess the need for one or 
more of the following types of 
management action:

(i) Catch limits;
(ii) Size limits;
(iii) Closures;
(iv) Effort limitations;
(v) Access limitations; or
(vi) Other measures.
(3) The Council may recommend 

management action by either the State/ 
territorial governments or by Federal 
regulation.

(c) F ederal managem ent action. (1) If 
the Council believes that management 
action should be considered, it will 
make specific recommendations to the 
Regional Director after taking the 
following steps:

(1) Request and consider the views of 
its Scientific and Statistical Committee 
and bottomfish advisory panel; and

(ii) Obtain public comments at a 
public hearing.

(2) The Regional Director will 
consider the Council’s recommendation 
and accompanying data, and if he 
concurs with the Council’s 
recommendation will propose 
regulations to carry out the action. If the 
Regional Director rejects the Council’s 
proposed action, a written explanation 
for the deniaLwill be provided to the 
Council within two weeks of the 
decision.

(3) The Council may appeal denial by 
writing to the Assistant Administrator 
for Fisheries, who must respond in 
writing within 30 days.

(4) The Regional Director and the 
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries 
will make their decisions in accord with 
the Magnuson Act, other applicable law, 
and the FMP.

(5) To minimize conflicts between the 
Federal and State management systems, 
the Council will use the procedures in 
this subsection to respond to State/ 
territorial management actions. Council 
consideration of action would normally 
begin with a representative of the State 
or territorial government bringing a 
potential or actual management conflict 
or need to the Council’s attention.

(d) A ccess lim itation procedures. (1) If 
access limitation is proposed for 
adoption or subsequent modification

through the process described in this 
subsection, the following requirements 
must be met:

(1) The bottomfish monitoring team 
must consider and report to the Council 
on present participation in the fishery; 
historical fishing practices in, and 
dependence on, the fishery; economics 
of the fishery; capability of fishing 
vessels used in the fishery to engage in 
other fisheries; cultural and social 
framework relevant to the fishery; and 
any other relevant considerations;

(ii) Public hearings must be held 
specifically addressing the limited 
access proposals;

(iii) A specific advisory subpanel of 
persons experienced in the fishing 
industry will be created to advise the 
Council and the Regional Director on 
administrative decisions; and

(iv) Council’s recommendation to the 
Regional Director must be approved by 
a two-thirds majority of the voting 
members.

(2) If prior participation in the fishery 
is used as a factor in any access 
limitation system recommended by the 
Council, August 7,1985, is the date 
selected by the Council as the date to be 
used for the NWHI and May 30,1986, for 
American Samoa and Guam.

§ 683.25 Scientific research.

Nothing in this part is intended to 
inhibit or prevent any scientific research 
which is conducted in the fishery 
management area by a scientific 
research vessel. The Secretary will 
acknowledge notification of bona fid e  
scientific research involving bottomfish 
and seamount groundfish and conducted 
by a scientific research vessel by issuing 
to the operator or master of that vessel a 
letter of acknowledgment, containing 
information on the purpose and scope 
(locations and schedules) of the 
activities. The Secretary will transmit 
copies of such letters to the Council and 
to State and Federal administrative and 
enforcement agencies to ensure that all 
concerned parties are aware of the 
research activities.
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