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Title 3— Executive Order 12137 of M ay 16, 1979

The President The Peace Corps

By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Peace Corps A ct, .as amended 
(22 U.S.C. 2501-2523) and Section 301 of Title 3 of the United States Code, and 
as President of the United States of Am erica, it is hereby ordered as follows:

1-1 . P ea ce Corps.

1-101. The Peace Corps, which w as established as an agency in the Depart­
ment of State pursuant to Executive Order No. 10924 of M arch 1, 1961 (26 FR  
1789), which w as continued in existence in that Department under the Peace  
Corps A ct (the “A ct”) pursuant to Section 102 of Executive Order No. 11041 of 
August 6, 1962 (27 FR 7859), and which w as transferred to and continued as a 
component of ACTION by Executive Order No. 11603 of June 30, 1971 (36 FR  
12675), shall be an agency within ACTION pursuant to the provisions of this 
Order.

1-102. All references to the "D irector” in Part 1 -1  of this Order shall refer to 
the Director of the Peace Corps for whom provision is made in Section 4(a) of 
the A ct (22 U.S.C. 2503).

1-103. Exclusive of the functions otherwise delegated by or reserved to the 
President by this Order, and subject to the provisions of this Order, there are 
hereby delegated to the Director all functions conferred upon the President by 
the A ct and by Section 2(b) of Reorganization Plan No. 1 of 1971.

1-104. The function of determining the portion of living allow ances constitut­
ing basic compensation, conferred upon the President by Section 201(a) of 
Public Law  87-293 (26 U.S.C. 912(3)), is hereby delegated to the Director and 
shall be performed in consultation with the Secretary of the Treasury.

1-105. The functions of prescribing regulations and making determinations 
(relating to appointment of Peace Corps employees in the Foreign Service 
System), conferred upon the President by Section 5 of Public Law  89-135 (79 
Stat. 551), are hereby delegated to the Director.

1-106. The functions of prescribing conditions, conferred upon the President 
by the second sentence of Section 5(e), as amended (22 U.S.C. 2504(e)), and the 
third proviso of Section 6 of the A ct (22 U.S.C. 2505) (relating to providing 
health care in Government facilities) and hereinabove delegated to the Direc­
tor, shall be exercised in consultation with the head of the United States 
Government agency responsible for the facility.

1-107. The reports required by Section 11 of the A ct, as amended (22 U.S.C. 
2510), shall be prepared by the Director and submitted to the Congress through 
the President.

1-108 . Subject to applicable provisions of law, all funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available to the President for carrying out the provisions of 
the A ct shall be deemed to be allocated without any further action of the 
President to the Director or to such subordinate officer as the Director m ay  
designate. The Director or such officer m ay allocate or transfer, as appropri­
ate, any of such funds to any United States Government agency or part thereof 
for obligation or expenditures thereby consistent with applicable law.

1-109. Nothing in this Order shall be deemed to impair or limit the pow ers or 
functions vested in the Secretary of State by the Act.
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1-110. The negotiation, conclusion, and termination of international agree-, 
ments pursuant to the A ct shall be under the direction of the Secretary of 
State.

1-111. Any substantial change in policies in effect on the date of this Order for 
the utilization of the Foreign Service A ct of 1946, as amended, pursuant to 
Section 7 of the A ct (22 U.S.C. 2506), shall be coordinated with the Secretary  
of State.

1-112. The Director shall consult and coordinate with the Director of ACTION  
to assure that the functions delegated to the Director by this Order are carried  
out consistently with the functions conferred upon the Director of ACTION by 
the Domestic Volunteer Service A ct of 1973 (42 U.S.C. 4951 et seq .), (“Volun­
teer Service A ct”), Reorganization Plan No. 1 of 1971 and this Order.

1-2 . The P ea ce Corps A dvisory  Council.

1-201. In accordance with the provisions of the Federal Advisory Committee 
A ct (5 U.S.C. App. I), there is hereby established the Peace Corps Advisory  
Council.

1-202. The President shall appoint not more than 30 individuals to serve on the 
Council and shall designate one member as Chairperson. Members shall serve 
at the pleasure of the President.

1-203. The Council shall advise the President and the Director of the Peace  
Corps on initiatives needed to promote the purposes of the Peace Corps Act.

1-204. The Council shall submit annually to the President, through the Director 
of the Peace Corps, a report on its recommendations and activities.

1-205. The Council m ay request any agency of the United States Government 
to furnish it with such information as m ay be useful for the fulfillment of the 
Council’s functions under this Order. Such agencies will, to the extent permit­
ted by law, honor the Council’s request.

1-206. The members of the Council shall receive no compensation for service 
on the Council. Each member of the Council may receive travel expenses, 
including per diem in lieu of subsistence (5 U.S.C. 5702 and 5703).

1-207. The functions of the President under the Federal Advisory Committee 
A ct which are applicable to the Council, except that of reporting annually to 
the Congress, shall be performed by the Director of the Peace Corps in 
accordance with guidelines and procedures established by the Administrator 
of General Services.

1-208. In accord with the provisions of the Federal Advisory Committee A ct (5
U.S.C. App. I), the Council shall terminate on December 31, 1980, unless 
•extended.

1-3. R eservation o f Functions to the P resident.

1-301. There are hereby excluded from the delegations made by Section 1-1  of 
this Order the following powers and functions of the President:

(a) All authority conferred by Sections 4(b), 4(c)(2), 4(c)(3), 10(d), and 18 of the 
A ct (22 U.S.C. 2503(b), (C)(2), (C)(3), 2509(d), and 2517).

(b) The authority conferred by Section 4(a) of the A ct (22 U.S.C. 2503(a)) to 
appoint the Director and the Deputy Director of the Peace Corps.

(c) The authority conferred on the President by Section 5(f)(1)(B) of the A ct (22 
U.S.C. 2504(f)(1)(B)).

(d) The authority conferred by Section 10(f) of the A ct (22 U.S.C. 2509(f)) to 
direct any agency of the United States Government to provide services, 
facilities, and commodities to officers carrying out functions under the Act.

(e) The authority conferred by Section 19 of the A ct (22 U.S.C. 2518) to adopt 
and alter an official seal or emblem of the Peace Corps.
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1-4. In cidenta l Provisions.

1-401. Persons appointed, employed, or assigned under Section 7(a) of the A ct 
(22 U.S.C. 2506(a)) shall not, unless otherwise agreed by the agency in which 
such benefits may be exercised, be entitled to the benefits provided by Section  
528 of the Foreign Service A ct of 1946 (22 U.S.C. 928) in cases in which their 
service under the appointment, employment, or assignment exceeds thirty 
months.

1-402.- Pursuant to Section 10(d) of the A ct (22 U.S.C. 2509(d)), it  is hereby  
determined to be in furtherance of the purposes of the A ct that functions 
authorized thereby m ay be performed without regard to the applicable laws 
specified in Section 1 and 2 of Executive Order No. 11223 of M ay 12 ,1965 , and 
with or without consideration as specified in Section 3 of that Order, but 
subject to the limitations set forth in that Order.

1-403. A s used in this Order, the words "Volunteers,” “functions,” “United 
States,” and “United States Government agency” shall have the same mean­
ings, respectively, as they have under the Act.

1-5 . N ational Voluntary A ction Program .

1-501. The National Voluntary Action Program to encourage and stimulate 
more widespread and effective voluntary action for solving public domestic 
problems, established in the Executive Branch of the Government by Section 1 
of Executive Order No. 11470 of M ay 26, 1969, is continued in ACTION. That 
program shall supplement corresponding action by private and other non- 
Federal organizations such as the National Center for Voluntary Action. As 
used in this Order, the term "voluntary action” means the contribution or 
application of non-governmental resources of all kinds (time, money, goods, 
services, and skills) by private and other organizations of all types (profit and 
nonprofit, national and local, occupational, and altruistic) and by individual 
citizens.

1-6. D irecto r o f A CTIO N .

1-601. In addition to the functions vested in the Director of ACTION by the 
Domestic Volunteer Service A ct of 1973 (42 U.S.C., Section 4951 et seq .), 
Reorganization Plan No. 1 of 1971, and Section 1-401 of this Order, the 
Director of ACTION shall: >

(a) Encourage local, national and international voluntary activities directed  
tow ard the solution or mitigation of community problems.

(b) Provide for the development and operation of a clearinghouse for informa­
tion on Government programs designed to foster voluntary action.

(c) Initiate proposals for the greater and more effective application of volun­
tary action in connection with Federal programs, and coordinate, as consistent 
with law, Federal activities involving such action.

(d) Make grants of seed money, as authorized by law, for stimulating the 
development or deployment of innovative voluntary action programs directed  
tow ard community problems.

1-602. The head of each Federal department and agency, or a designated  
representative, when so requested by the Director of ACTION or the Director 
of the Peace Corps, shall, to the extent permitted by law  and funds available, 
furnish information and assistance, and participate in all w ays appropriate to 
carry out the objectives of this Order, the Domestic Volunteer Service A ct of 
1978 and Reorganization Plan No. 1 of 1971.

1-603. The head of each Federal department or agency shall, when so 
requested by the Director of ACTION, designate a senior official to have 
primary and continuing responsibility for the participation and cooperation of 
that department or agency in m atters concerning voluntary action.

1-604. The head of each Federal department or agency, or a designated  
representative, shall keep the Director of ACTION informed of proposed  
budgets, plans, and programs of that department or agency affecting voluntary  
action programs.
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1-605. Under the direction of the President and subject to the responsibilities 
of the Secretary of State, the Director of ACTION shall be responsible for the 
general direction of those ACTION functions, which jointly serve ACTION  
domestic volunteer components and the Peace Corps, and for advising the 
Director of the Peace Corps to ensure that the functions delegated under this 
Order to the Director of the Peace Corps are carried out.

1-7 . G eneral Provisions.

1-701. Except to the extent that they m ay be inconsistent with this Order, all 
determinations, authorizations, regulations, rulings, certifications, orders, 
directives, contracts, agreements, and other actions made, issued or entered  
into with respect to any function affected by this Order and not revoked, 
superseded, or otherwise made inapplicable before the effective date of this 
Order shall continue in full force and effect until amended, modified, or 
terminated by appropriate authority.

1-702. Except as otherwise expressly provided herein, nothing in this Order 
shall be construed as subjecting any department, establishment, or other 
instrumentality of the Executive Branch of the Federal Government or the 
head thereof, or any function vested by law in or assigned pursuant to law to 
any such agency or head, to the authority of any other agency or head or as 
abrogating, modifying, or restricting any such function in any manner.

1-703. So much of the personnel, property, records, and unexpended balances 
or appropriations, allocations, and other funds employed, used, held, availa­
ble, or to be made available in connection with the functions assigned to the 
Director of the Peace Corps or to the Director of ACTION by this Order as the 
Director of the Office of M anagement and Budget shall determine, shall be 
transferred to the Director of the Peace Corps or the Director of ACTION at 
such time or times as the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
shall direct.

1-704. To the extent permitted by law, such further m easures and dispositions 
as the Director of the Office of Management and Budget shall deem to be 
necessary in order to effectuate the provisions of this Order shall be carried  
out by such agencies as the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
shall specify.

1-705. The aüthority conferred by Sections 1-703 and 1-704 of this Order shall 
supplement, not limit, the provisions of Section 1-108 of this Order.

1-706. Executive Order Nos. 11041, 11250, 11470 and 11603 are hereby super­
seded.

1-707. This Order shall become effective M ay 16,1979.

THE W HITE HOUSE, 
M ay 16, 1979.
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