
Sec.
5A-76.329 Format for cover page of Federal 

Supply Schedules.
5A-76.330 Format for cover page o f cumula

tive Federal Supply Schedule. 
5A-76.331 Format for Notice to Ordering Of

fices—Federal Supply Sched
ules.

6A-76.402 -Stock, nonstock, and Federal Sup
ply Schedules.

5A-76.403 Service contracts.
5 A—76.404» U.S. Forest Service special items. 
5 A—76.406 Procurement for AID.

N o te .—Copies of the forms illustrated in 
Part 5A-16 and copies of the exhibits shown 
in Part 5A-76 are filed with the original docu
ment.
(Sec. 250(c), 63 Stat. 390; (40 U.S.C. 486(c)))

Effective date: These regulations are 
effective on the date shown below.

Dated: June 25, 1976.
W allace H. R obinson, Jr., 

Commissioner, Federal 
Supply Service. 

[FR Doc.76-19131 Filed 6-29-76;8:45 am]

Title 49— Transportation
CHAPTER V— NATIONAL HIGHWAY 
TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION 

[Docket No. 75-9, Notice 04]
PART 571— FEDERAL MOTOR VEHICLE 

SAFETY STANDARDS
Used Components in Trailer Manufacturing

This notice amends § 571.7 of Title 49 
of the Code of Federal Regulations by 
adding a hew paragraph that specifies 
the conditions under which* a trailer as
sembled from new and used components 
will be considered used for the purposes 
of the motor vehicle safety standards, 
associated regulations, and the National 
Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act.

The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) proposed the 
new paragraph (40 FR 58154, December 
15, 1975) in response to petitions from 
two trailer manufacturers to modify the 
existing NHTSA opinion of what consti
tutes the “manufacture” of a motor vehi
cle under the National Traffic and Motor 
Vehicle Safety Act (the Act) (15 U.S.C. 
§ 1381, et seq.). The-Act authorizes the 
issuance of motor vehicle safety stand
ards and prohibits, among other things, 
the manufacture of a motor vehicle on or 
after the date any applicable standard 
takes effect unless the vehicle conforms 
to the standard, and is so certified (15 
U.S.C. 1397(a) (1) (A), 1403). Until now, 
the agency generally has distinguished 
“manufacture” from rebuilding by re
quiring retention of at least the chassis 
to constitute a rebuilding operation. In 
the case of trailers, the chassis consists 
of the running gear and main frame 
members.

A running gear assembly is the axle or 
axles, wheels, suspension and related 
components that support the frame and 
upper portions of the trailer. Since im
plementation of Standard No. 121, Air 
Brake Systems (which applies to the 
manufacture of most air-braked 
trailers) , it has been*impractical to cer
tify a trailer manufactured from new
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components and a used running gear, 
because the used running gear is not de
signed to satisfy the requirements of the 
standard. Because many trailers do not 
have distant “main frame members” , re
building without recertification also has 
been difficult. Recently the NHTSA eased 
the requirements for rebuilding trucks by 
an amendment that permits the use of 
“glider kits” in truck assembly without 
recertification under most circumstances.

With a view to further reducing the 
costs of Standard No. 121'without com
promising safety, the agency tentatively 
concluded that reuse of trailer running 
gear assemblies was justified to the de
gree that they were rèutilized in the past. 
To safeguard against evasion of the 
safety standards, the agency proposed an 
8-year limit on the use of running gear 
assemblies for rebuilding operations. Ad
ditionally, it was proposed that a rebuilt 
trailer must be sold to the original owner 
under its original identity to prevent 
large-scale evasion of the standard by 
parties who might attempt to recycle old, 
unreliable equipment that would nor
mally be junked.

The comments filed by trailer manu
facturers and users uniformly supported 
the general nature of the revision. The 
Truck Trailer Manufacturers Associa
tion (TTMA) disagreed with the pro
posal, arguing that the agency’s restric
tion on rebuilding should be somewhat 
stricter concerning increases in volu
metric capacity (stretching) tank 
trailers. Fruehaüf Corporation suggested 
a 4-year limit on rebuilding while others 
suggested a 10- or 12-year limit. Atlantic 
Container Line recommended a 15-year 
limit. The American Trucking Associa
tions (ATA) considered the 8-year limit 
and the requirement for retained iden
tity to be unworkable in view of current 
industry practices. Several commentera 
suggested a limit on rebuilding based on 
a percentage of the value of a compa
rable new trailer. Firestone stated that 
an 8-year limit on reuse of wheels and 
rims had no basis in safety. The National 
Motor Vehicle Safety Advisory Council 
did not take a position on the proposal.

The Agency has considered each of the 
comments and concludes that trailer re
building can be somewhat expanded 
without interfering with the mandate of 
the Act that each vehicle “manufac
tured” on or after the effective date of an 
applicable standard must comply with it 
and be so certified. The cautionary ap
proach of the TTMA appears to be lim
ited to the potential hazards of increas
ing volumetric capacity of tank trailers, 
particularly those hauling hazardous ma
terials. The NHTSA is not advocating 
unsafe rebuilding of truck trailers by this 
amendment, and relies on regulations of 
the Department of Transportation’s Bu
reau of Motor Carrier Safety and Office 
of Hazardous Materials (49 CFR Parts 
177, 178, 397) to specifically address 
safety of tank-type highway vehicles.

The agency proposed an 8-year limit 
on the rebuilding of trailers to prevent 
significant evasion of applicable safety 
standards by repeated reuse of a running 
gear assembly. The 8-year limit was sug

gested by the trailer manufacturer that 
petitioned for the proposed change. Com
ments generally stressed the difficulty in 
establishing a realistic approximation of 
trailer life, particularly in the case of 
“piggyback” or container chassis trailers 
where yearly highway mileage is low.

Practices for rebuilding trailers vary 
so significantly that the agency con
cludes that an age limit would not permit 
the legitimate reutilization of running 
gear assemblies that existed prior to the 
implementation of Standard 121. There-; 
fore, the agency has withdrawn the age 
criterion for reuse of running gear 
assemblies.

The ATA along with a number of 
trucking companies such as Interway 
Corporation, Glendenning, and I&S Mc
Daniel objected to the proposed require
ment that the reassembled vehicle keep 
the identity of the vehicle from which 
the running gear was taken. Glenden
ning claims that such would restrict a 
user’s flexibility to meet existing needs. 
I&S McDaniel said such a criterion 
would greatly reduce its flexibility in re
building trailers to different specifica
tions. The Interway Corp. pointed out 
the warranty, parts replacement, and 
repair problems associated with main
taining a trailer rebuilt by one company 
but identified as being built by another 
company.

The agency has considered the prob
lems of maintaining every aspect of ve
hicle identity in the process of rebuild
ing. It is concluded that the requirement 
for use of the identification number of 
the existing vehicle in the reassembled 
vehicle will alone serve adequately to 
prevent avoidance of manufacturing re
sponsibilities for newly manufactured 
vehicles. Therefore, the requirement for 
retention of identity is withdrawn with 
the exception of a requirement for con
tinued use of the trailer’s Vehicle Identi
fication Number.

The third proposed restriction on re
building would require that the owner 
or lessor of the existing trailer also be 
the owner or lessor of the rebuilt trailer. 
The owner or lessor of the trailer in this 
case is the party who utilizes the trailer 
in its own operations and not someone 
who has bought the trailer simply to 
have it rebuilt for sale. Little comment 
was received on this restriction, and it 
appears to accord with the economic 
considerations underlying trailer re
building. Therefore, the restriction is 
made final as proposed. The agency con
siders that this limit and the require
ment to continue a vehicle’s VIN should 
adequately discourage rebuilding simply 
to avoid safety standards. The NHTSA 
can monitor the amount of rebuilding 
by means of its investigative authority 
under § 112 of the Act (15 U.S.C. § 1401) 
and can take action if evasion of the 
standards occurs.

Firestone Corporation assumed that 
the effect of the change would be that 
trailer rims and wheels could only be 
used for the period of the proposed re
striction, and that the agency might be 
advocating reuse of wheels and rims for 
8 years whatever their condition. Actu-

FEDERAl REGISTER, VOL. 41, N O . 128— THURSDAY, JULY 1, 1976



27074 RULES AND REGULATIONS

ally, the agency in no .way intends to 
modify safe maintenance and operation 
practices by its action. Substitution of 
new components or reuse of old com
ponents is not advocated or discouraged 
by this action. In response to several 
suggestions that "frame attachment 
components”  should not be mentioned 
in the description of a running gear as
sembly for fear that persons might reuse 
damaged attachment hardware, the ref
erence has been deleted.

In accordance with recently-enunci
ated Department of Transportation pol
icy encouraging adequate analysis of the 
costs and other consequences of regu
latory actions C41 FR 16201, April 16, 
1976), the NHTSA herewith publishes 
its evaluation of the economic and other 
consequences of this proposal on the 
public and private sectors, including 
possible loss of safety benefits. In this 
case the change permits trailer users to 
continue their present practice of uti
lizing useable running gear in rebuilding 
of their trailers. It is therefore calcu
lated that there are no new costs to the 
trucking industry associated with the 
change. It is anticipated that the bene
fits derived from the new braking sys
tems will be delayed in the case of re
built trailers for a limited period.

In consideration of the foregoing, 49 
CFR Part 571.7 is amended by adding a 
new paragraph (f) to read as follows:
§ 571.7 Applicability.

* * * * *
(f) Combining new and used compo

nents in trailer manufacture. When new 
materials are used in the assembly of a 
trailer, the trailer will be considered 
newly manufactured for purposes of 
paragraph (a) of this section, the ap
plication of the requirements of this 
chapter, and the Act, Unless, at a mini
mum, the trailer running gear assembly 
(axle(s), wheels, braking and suspen
sion) is not new, and was taken from 
an existing trailer—

(1) Whose identity is continued in 
the reassembled vehicle with respect to 
the Vehicle Identification Number; and

(2) That is owned or leased by the 
user of the reassembled vehicle.

Effective date: July 1, 1976. Because 
this amendment creates no additional 
requirement for any person, and to per
mit trailer rebuilding in cases where it 
has been impractical in the past, it is 
found that an immediate effective date 
is in the public interest.
<Sec. 103, 119, Pub. L. 89-563, 80 Stat. 718 
(15 D.S.C. 1392, 1407) ; delegation of author
ity at 49 CFR 1.50).

Issued on June 23,1976.
R obert L. Carter, 

Acting Administrator.
[FR Doc.76-18965 Filed 6-30-76; 8:45 am]

Title 32— National Defense
CHAPTER I— OFFICE OF THE  

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
SUBCHAPTER P— RECORDS

PART 286— AVAILABILITY TO  THE PUBLIC 
OF DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE INFOR
MATION

Miscellaneous Amendment
The following miscellaneous amend

ment has been authorized to Part 286, 
pending a complete revision of this Part 
in the near future. The authority for 
publication of this amendment is 5 
U.S.C. 552, as amended by Pub. L. 93- 
502. Part 286 is revised as follows: 

Delete the present 286.2 "Cancella
tion” and 286.5 “Availability of Records”  
in both the section outline and the text, 
and renumber the sections in the outline 
and text to read as follows:
Sec.
286.1 Purpose.
286.2 Applicability and scope.
286.3 -Policy.
286.4 Exemptions.
286.5 Responsibilities.
286.6 Implementation.
286.7 Effective date.
286.8 Uniform agency fees for search and

duplication under the freedom of 
Information Act Amendments, 
PX. 93-502.

286.9 Inspection and copying of opinions,
orders and manuals.

286.10 Identification and marking “FOR
OFFICIAL USE ONLY.”

286.11 Release procedures.
286.12 Judicial action.
286.13 Reporting requirement.
286.14 Release and authentication of copies

of official records.
* * * * * 

M aurice W. R oche, 
Director, Correspondence and 

Directives, OASD (Comp
troller).

June 29, 1976.
[FR Doc.76-19166 Filed 6-30-76;8:45 am]

PART 296— PUBLICATIONS OF PROPOSED 
AND ADOPTED REGULATIONS AFFECT
ING THE PUBLIC

Miscellaneous Amendment
The following miscellaneous amend

ment has been authorized to Part 296, 
pending a complete revision of this Part 
in the near future. The authority for 
publication of this amendment is 10 
U.S.C. 125. Part 296 is revised as follows: 

Delete the present 296.2 "Cancella
tion” in both the section outline and the 
text, and renumber the sections in the 
outline and text to read as follows:
Sec.
296.1 Purpose.
296.2 Applicability and scope.
296.3 Policy.
296.4 Proposed regulations.

Sec.
296.5 Publication in the F ederal R egister

of adopted regulations and other 
matters.

296.6 Petitions.
296.7 Effective date and implementation.

*  *  *  *  *

Maurice W. R oche, 
Director, Correspondence and 

Directives, OASD (Comptroller).
J une  29, 1976.

[FR Doc.76-19279 Filed 6-30-76;8:45 am]

PART 297— OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF DEFENSE/ORGANIZATION OF THE  
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF IMPLEMEN
TATION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DE
FENSE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 
PROGRAM
The Deputy Secretary of Defense ap

proved Part 297. This Part 297 imple
ments the provisions of 32 CFR 286 pur
suant to Title 5, United States Code, 
Section 552, as amended by P.L. 93-502, 
assigns responsibilities, and sets forth 
procedures for the effective administra
tion of the Freedom of Information Pro
gram within the Office of the Secretary 
of Defense including the Organization of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
Sec.
297.1 Purpose.
297.2 Applicability and scope.
297.3 Policy.
297.4 Responsibilities and functions.
297.5 Procedures.
297.6 Effective date.

A u t h o r it y : t5 U.S.C. 552, as amended by 
P.L. 93-502.
§ 297.1 Purpose.

This Part implements the provisions of 
32 CFR 286 pursuant to Title 5, United 
States Code, Section 552, as amended by 
P.L. 93-502, assigns responsibilities, and 
sets forth procedures for the effective 
administration of the Freedom of Infor
mation Program within the Office of the 
Secretary of Defense, including the Or
ganization of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
§  297.2  Applicability and scope.

(a) The provisions of this Part apply 
to the Office of the Secretary of Defense 
(Director, Defense Research and En
gineering, Assistant Secretaries of De
fense, Assistants to the Secretary of De
fense, or equivalent), the Organization 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and other 
activities assigned to OSD for adminis
trative support (hereinafter referred to 
collectively as "OSD Components” ).

(b) The provisions of this Part apply to
the release of records to the general pub
lic and are not applicable to requests 
from Members of Congress, the General 
Accounting Office, and other Federal, 
State and local governmental organiza
tions. > -—
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§ 297.3 Policy.
(a) It is the policy of the Department 

of Defense, consistent with the letter and 
spirit of Title 5, U.S.C., Section 552, the 
Freedom of Information Act, to make 
available to the public the maximum 
amount of information concerning its 
operations and activities.

(b) Unclassified information, docu
ments and forms which have heretofore 
been provided to the public as part of 
normal service will Continue to be made 
available in accordance with previously 
established criteria.

(c) Authority to deny an initial re
quest for a record resides in the heads of 
OSD Components.

(d) Materials required by the Freedom 
of Information Act for public inspec
tion will be maintained, published, and 
made available in a public reading room 
located in Room 2C757, the Pentagon.

(e) Fees will not be charged for access 
by the public to the public reading room 
or to the records provided for inspection 
therein, but fees in accordance with a 
schedule published in the F ederal R eg
ister may be charged for furnishing 
copies.
§ 297.4 Responsibilities and functions.

(a) The Assistant Secretary of De
fense (Public Affairs) shall: Cl) Direct 
and administer the Department of De
fense Freedom of Information Program 
for OSD Components.

(2) Establish standards and proce
dures to assure compliance with and im
plementation of Title 5, United States 
Code, Section 552, as amended by PJj. 
93-502 and 32 CFR 286.

(3) Develop and submit the consoli
dated OSD Component Annual Report as 
required by Title 5, United States Code, 
Section 552, as amended by P.L. 93-502 
and 32 CFR 286.

(4) Serve as the central contact office 
for the receipt of all requests for rec
ords from OSD Components.

(5) Forward requests for records from 
the public to the OSD Component having 
proprietary responsibility for the record, 
and maintain records control procedures 
that insure action within time lunits es
tablished in Title 5, United States Code, 
Section 552, as amended by P.L. 93-502.

(6) Respond to requesters and collect 
for deposit with the Assistant Secretary 
of Defense (Comptroller) fees entailed in 
the search and reproduction df records.

(7) Establish a facility where the pub
lic may inspect and copy records as pro
vided for in 32 CFR 286.

(8) Provide for educational programs 
on the requirements and implementation 
of the-Freedom of Information Act.

(9) Evaluate and decide, in coordina
tion with the General Counsel, appeals 
from denial of records by OSD Com
ponents.

(10) Maintain data on Freedom of In
formation activity in a format that meets 
the requirements of 32 CFR 286.15 and in 
a manner that affords rapid retrieval.

(b) The Assistant Secretary of De
fense (Comptroller) shall. (1) Maintain, 
publish, and make available for public 
inspection current OSD Component in

dices of materials as required by Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552, as 
amended by P.L. 93-502.

(2) Coordinate and arrange for infor
mation to be published in the F ederal 
R egister pursuant to Title 5, United 
States Code, Section 552, as amended by 
P.L. 93-502, 32 CFR 286 and 296.

(c) The General Counsel shall. (1) 
Coordinate, as appropriate, with the De
partment of Justice on all final denials of 
appeals for requests for records when lit
igation is likely.

(2) Provide advice and assistance to 
the ASD(PA) as may be required in the 
discharge of his appellate responsibilities.

(d) Heads of OSD Components shall.
(1) Designate the official authorized to 
deny initial requests for records and des
ignate an office as the point-of-contact 
for Freedom of Information matters.

(2) Provide to the ASD(PA), when 
the. request for a record is granted, a 
copy of the record and a statement of 
search and reproduction charges.

(3) Provide to the ASD(PA), when a 
record is denied in whole or in part, the 
justification for denial.

(4) Provide to the ASD(C) quarterly 
updates of indices as required by 32 CFR 
286.11.

(5) Coordinate with the Office of the 
General Counsel on all proposed denials 
of records.

(6) Consult with other OSD and DOD 
Components which have a significant in
terest in the requested record prior to a 
final determination. When consultation 
with an agency outside DOD is appropri
ate because of their interest in the re
quested record, a procedure for effecting 
that consultation shall be developed in 
cooperation with the ASD(PA).

(7) Refer cases to the ASD(PA) for re
view and evaluation when the issues 
raised are of unusual significance, prece
dent setting, or otherwise require special 
attention or guidance.

(8) Provide the record to the ASD(PA), 
when the initial denial of such record 
has been appealed by the requester, or at 
the time of initial denial when appeal 
seems likely.

(9) Establish procedures to mark rec
ord copies and notify holders of classified 
records that have been declassified as a 
result of review under this program.

(10) Instruct employees, who act in 
Freedom of Information matters, in the 
provisions of this Part and 32 CFR 286.
§ 297.5  Procedures.

(a) General. A request for a record 
under the Freedom of Information Act 
may be denied only upon determining 
that:
v (1) The record is subject to one or 
iriore of the exemptions set forth in 32 

^CFR 286.5, and a significant and legiti
mate govemniental purpose is served by 
withholding.

(2) The record cannot be found be
cause it has not been described with suffi
cient particularity to enable a responsible 
authority to locate it with a reasonable 
amount of effort.

(3) The requester has unreasonably 
failed to comply with the procedural re
quirements imposed by this Part.
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(b) Instructions to a Requester. A re
quest for a record from an OSD Com
ponent can be made in person or in writ
ing.

(1) Indices of current records will be 
made available for public inspection in 
Room 2C757, the Pentagon, between 9 
a.m. and 4 p.m., except weekends and 
Government holidays. Persons not au
thorized access to the Pentagon will be 
escorted to the public reading room and 
will not be permitted to visit other areas 
of the building.

(2) Copies of records which are listed 
in these indices will be provided upon 
payment of any search and copying fees. 
A copy of the standard schedule of fees 
previously published in the F ederal R eg
ister will be posted in the public reading 
room. Checks are payable to the Treasury 
of the United States.

(3) A written request for a record 
should be addressed to: Directorate for 
Freedom of Information, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public 
Affairs), Room 2C757, Pentagon, Wash
ington, D.C. 20301. The record should be 
described as completely as possible to 
facilitate its retrieval from the gross file 
of Defense Department records and to 
reduce search fees, which may be borne 
by requester.

(4) A requester will state his inten
tion to pay fees that may be charged for 
search and reproduction of a record. 
Time spent to assure willingness to pay 
fees will be in addition to the time 
allotted to provide a record.

(5) A record will not be released prior 
to receipt of fees. Failure to pay fees may 
be cause not to accept a subsequent re
quest for a record from the same person.

(6) Not more than ten working days 
after notification that a request has been 
accepted, normally the requester will be 
notified that his request has been 
granted or denied. In unusual circum
stances, however, such notification may 
convey that additional time, not to ex
ceed ten working days, is required to 
make a determination.

(7) Notification of denial will cite the 
exemption under which the request was 
denied, will detail the supporting reasons, 
will identify the denial authority, and 
will set forth the course of action to be 
followed for an administrative appeal.

(8) Administrative appeal^ of initial 
denials should be addressed to: As
sistant Secretary of Defense (Public 
Affairs), ATTN: Freedom of Informa
tion Appeal Board, Pentagon, Washing
ton, D.C. 20301. Such an appeal should 
offer justification for a reversal of the 
initial denial.

(9) Not more than twenty working 
days after notification that an admin
istrative appeal has been accepted, nor
mally the requester will be notified that 
his appeal has been sustained or denied. 
In unusual circumstances, however, such 
notification may convey that additional 
time, not used in an extension of time to 
respond to the initial request and not to 
exceed ten working days, is required to 
make a determination.

(10) Notification of a final denial will 
cite supporting reasons, will set forth a 
course of action that may be followed to

FEDERAL REGISTER, VOL. 41, N O . 128— THURSDAY, JULY 1, 1976



27076 RULES AND REGULATIONS

seek judicial relief, and will be signed by 
the official exercising final denial au
thority.

(c) Instructions to OSD Components. 
The Directorate for Freedom of In
formation, Office of the Assistant Secre
tary of Defense (Public Affairs), herein
after referred to as the Directorate, will 
be the office of record arid point of con
tact for OSD Components in matters per
taining to the Freedom of Information 
Act.

(1) The Directorate will deliver a re
quest for a record to the OSD Component 
having proprietary responsibility. Redi
rect without delay any request for a 
record that originates from a source 
other than the Directorate.

(2) A request for a record will be de
livered to the office of contact, together 
with a letter of instruction and a cover 
sheet. The cover sheet, of distinctive de
sign and overprinted with instructions 
vital to Freedom of Information requests, 
will not be separated from the request 
packet to which it is attached.

<3) A request for a record from the 
Directorate may not be declined, except, 
when proprietary responsibility is chal
lenged, it may be returned by a mem
orandum signed by the denial authority 
which fixes the proprietary responsibility 
with a specific OSD Component or other 
agency of the government. A lack of 
specificity by the requester that suggests 
records of other components or agencies 
may also fit the broad category of the 
request, will not be sufficient cause to 
challenge proprietary responsibility.

(4) A suspense will be assigned to each 
request that must be met by either a de
cision to grant the request in whole or in 
part, a decision to deny, or by a petition 
from the denial authority stating the 
specific number of additional days re
quired and the reason, provided such 
petition is made to the Directorate three 
working days prior to the suspense. Ex
tension of time will be granted on a case 
by case basis depending upon the abil
ity to justify “unusual circumstances,” 
and will normally not exceed five work
ing days.

(5) When a request is granted a copy 
of the record and a completed statement 
of fees will be delivered to the Director
ate. When a copy of the record cannot be 
made available in the time allotted, a 
statement explaining the delay and es
tablishing the date of its availability will 
accompany the statement of fees. In 
every case where a request for a record 
is granted, a statement of fees will be 
provided in the time allotted.

(6) When a request is denied in part, 
an excised copy of the record, a state
ment of fees, and a letter explaining the 
reasons for denial and summarizing the 
coordination/consultation history, will be 
delivered to the Directorate. When denial 
is based on classification in the interest 
of national defense or foreign policy, the 
explanation shall convey that a current 
review of the record supports continued 
classification according to the criteria 
and rationale of DoD Regulation 5200.1- 
R* for specifically stated reasons that

* Filed as'paxt of original.

logically support those specific criteria 
and rationale in the context of the rec
ord. Letters of denial will be signed by 
the denial authority.

(7) When a record is denied in its en
tirety, all procedures set out in subpara
graph (6) of this paragraph apply ex
cept, a statement of fees and a copy of 
the record are not provided.

(8) Cases referred to the Directorate 
in accordance with § 297.5(d) (7), will be 
transmitted by memorandum establish
ing the unusual or precedent setting con
ditions. Unless notified to the contrary, 
Public Affairs review and evaluation ac
tion will not relieve the OSD Component 
of any responsibility to reach an initial 
decision in the time originally allotted. 
Public Affairs action will, however, be ac
complished so as to provide timely rec
ommendation and guidance.

(9) Components are urged to use the 
direct lines of communication that have 
been established by the formation of OSD 
Component offices to focus on Freedom 
of Information matters and the Direc
torate for Freedom of Information. Early 
in the time allotted, any problems asso
ciated with a request that contact with 
the requester or agencies outside the DoD 
might resolve, should be presented to the 
Staff Director, Directorate for Freedom 
of Information. Direct contact between 
OSD Components and requesters, or be
tween OSD Components and agencies 
outside the DOD, is not authorized.
§ 297 .6  Effective date.

This Part is effective February 19,1975.
M aurice VL-Roche, 

Director, Correspondence and 
Directives, OASD (Comptrol
ler).

J une 29, 1976.
[FR Doc.76-19167 Filed 6-30-76;8:45 am] 

Title 7— Agriculture
CHAPTER IX— AGRICULTURAL MARKET

ING SERVICE (MARKETING AGREE
MENTS AND ORDERS; FRUITS, VEGE
TABLES, NUTS), DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE

[Valencia Orange Reg. 534]
PART 908— VALENCIA ORANGES GROWN

IN ARIZONA AND DESIGNATED PART OF
CALIFORNIA

Limitation of Handling 
Preamble

This regulation fixes the quantity of 
Califomia-Arizona Valencia oranges that 
may be shipped to fresh market during 
the weekly regulation period July 2-8, 
1976. It is issued pursuant to the Agri
cultural Marketing Agreement Act of 
1937, as amended, and Marketing Order 
No. 908. Trie quantity of Valencia oranges 
so fixed was arrived at after considera
tion of the total available supply of Va
lencia oranges, the quantity of Valencia 
oranges currently available for market, 
the fresh market demand for Valencia 
oranges, Valencia orange prices, and the 
relationship of season average returns to 
the parity price for'Valencia oranges.

§ 908.834 Valencia Orange Regulation 
534.

(a) Findings. (1) Pursuant to the mar
keting agreement, as amended, and Order 
No. 908, as amended (7 CFR Part 908), 
regulating the handling of Valencia 
oranges grown in Arizona and designated 
part of California, effective under the ap
plicable provisions of thé Agricultural 
Marketing Agreement Act of 1937, as 
amended (7 U.S.C. 601-674), and upon 
the basis of the recommendations and 
information submitted by the Valencia 
Orange Administrative Committee, es
tablished under the said amended mark
eting agreement and order, and upon 
other available information, it is hereby 
found that the limitation of handling of 
such Valencia oranges, as hereinafter 
provided, will tend to effectuate the de
clared policy of the act.

(2) The need for this regulation to 
limit the respective quantities of Valen
cia oranges that may be marketed from 
District 1, District 2, and District 3 dur
ing the ensuing week stems from the 
production and marketing situation con
fronting the Valencia orange industry.

(i) The committee has submitted its 
recommendation with respect to thé 
quantities of Valencia oranges that 
should be marketed during the next suc
ceeding week. Such recommendation, de
signed to provide equity of marketing 
opportunity to handlers in all districtsr 
resulted from consideration of the factors 
enumerated in the order. The committee 
further reports that the xresh market 
demand for Valencia oranges continues 
to show strength but is expected to ease 
somewhat immediately prior and subse
quent to the holiday weekend. Prices 
f.o.b. for the week ending June 24 were 
$3.45 a carton on 606 cars as compared 
with $3.51 per carton on 588 ears during 
the prior week. Track and rolling sup
plies at 372 cars were up 25 cars from 
last week.

(ii) Having considered the recommen
dation and information submitted by the 
committee, and other available informa
tion, the Secretary finds that the re
spective quantities of Valencia oranges 
which may be handled should be fixed as 
hereinafter set forth.

(3) It is hereby further found that it is 
impracticable and contrary to the public 
interest to give preliminary notice, en
gage in public rule-making procedure, 
and postpone the effective date of this 
regulation until 30 days after publication 
hereof in the Federal R egister (5 U.S.C. 
553) because the time intervening be
tween the date when information upon 
which this regulation is based became 
available and the time when this regula
tion must become effective in order to 
effectuate the declared policy of the act 
is insufficient, and a reasonable time is 
permitted, under the circumstances, for 
preparation for such effective time; and 
good cause exists for making the provi
sions hereof effective as hereinafter set 
forth. The committee held an open meet
ing during the current week, after giving 
due notice thereof, to consider supply 
and market conditions for Valencia 
oranges and the need for regulation; in-
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