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employment agency or any other person, 
agency, or organization engaged in the 
selection or evaluation of personnel 
which makes its selections or evalua­
tions of personnel wholly or partially on 
the basis of the results of any test shall 
have available evidence that any test 
used by such person, agency, or organi­
zation is in conformance with the re­
quirements of this section.
§ 5A—1 2 .8 5 0 —5 U se o f  validity studies.

In cases where the validity of a test 
cannot be determined pursuant to § 5A-
12.850-3 (e.g., the number of subjects is 
less than that required for a technically 
adequate validation study, or an appro­
priate criterion measure cannot be devel­
oped), evidence from validity studies 
conducted in other organizations, such 
as that reported in test manuals and pro­
fessional literature, may be considered 
acceptable when: (a) The studies per­
tain to jobs which are comparable (i.e., 
have basically the same task elements), 
and (b) there are no major differences 
in contextual variables or sample com­
position which are likely to significantly 
affect validity.
§ 5A—1 2 .8 5 0 —6  Assum ptions o f  validity.

(a) The general reputation of a test, its 
author or its publisher, or casual reports 
of test utility will not be accepted in lieu 
of evidence of validity. Specifically ruled 
out are: Assumptions of validity based 
on test names or descriptive labels; all 
forms of promotional literature; data 
bearing on the frequency of a test’s 
usage; testimonial statements of sellers, 
users, or consultants; and other nonem- 
pirical or anecdotal accounts of testing 
practices or testing outcomes.

(b) Although professional supervision 
of testing activities may help greatly to 
insure technically sound and nondis- 
criminatory test usage, such involvement 
alone shall not be regarded as constitut­
ing satisfactory evidence of test validity.
§ 5A—1 2 .8 5 0 -7  Continued use  o f  tests.

(a) A contractor may be permitted to 
continue the use of a test which is not 
at the moment fully supported by the 
required evidence of validity. If, for ex­
ample, . evidence of criterion-related 
validity in a specific setting is technically 
feasible and required but not yet ob­
tained, the use of the test may continue: 
Provided: (a) The contractor can cite 
substantial evidence of validity as de­
scribed in § 5A-12.850-5, and (b) he has 
in progress validation procedures which 
are designed to produce, within a reason­
able time, the additional data required. It 
is expected also that the contractor may 
have to alter or suspend test cutoff scores 
so that score ranges broad enough to per­
mit the identification of criterion-related 
validity will be obtained.

(b) Contractors should provide an op­
portunity for retesting and reconsidera­
tion to earlier “failure” candidates who 
have availed themselves of more train­
ing or experience.
§ 5A—1 2 .8 5 0 —8  O ther selection  tech­

niques.
Selection techniques other than tests 

may be improperly used so as to have

the effect of discriminating against mi­
nority groups or women. Such techniques 
include, but are not restricted to, un­
scored or casual interviews, unscored ap­
plication forms, and unscored personal 
history and background requirements not 
used uniformly as a basis for qualifying 
or disqualifying applicants. Where there 
are data suggesting employment dis­
crimination, the contractor may be 
called upon to present evidence concern­
ing the validity of his unscored proce­
dures regardless of whether tests are also 
used, the evidence of validity being of 
the same types referred to in §§ 5A-
12.850-2 and 5A-12.850-3. If the con­
tractor is unable or unwilling to perform 
such validation studies, he has the option 
of adjusting employment procedures so 
as to eliminate the conditions suggestive 

"of employment discrimination.
§ 5A—1 2 .8 5 0 —9  Com pliance reviews.

(a) Nothing in this section shall be 
interpreted as diminishing a contractor’s 
obligation under both Title VII of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Executive 
Order 11246, as amended, to take affirm­
ative action to insure that applicants or 
employees are treated without regard to 
race, color, religion, sex, or national 
origin.

(b) The principle of disparate or un­
equal treatment must be distinguished 
from the concept of test validation. Dis­
parate treatment, for example, occurs 
where members of a group protected by 
Executive Order 11246, as amended, have 
been denied the same opportunities for 
hire, transfer, or promotion as have been 
made available to other employees or ap­
plicants. Those employees or applicants 
who can be shown to have been denied 
equal treatment because of prior dis­
criminatory practices or policies must at 
least be afforded the same opportunities 
as had existed for other employees or 
applicants during the period of discrim­
ination. Thus, no new test or other em­
ployee selection standard can be imposed 
upon an individual or class of individuals 
protected by Executive Order 11246, as 
amended, who, but for this prior dis­
crimination, would have been granted 
the opportunity to qualify under less 
stringent selection standards previously 
in force.

(c) A contractor regularly using a test 
which has adversely affected the oppor­
tunities of minority persons or women 
for hire,' transfer, promotion, training, 
or retention violates Executive Order 
11246, as amended, unless he can dem­
onstrate that he has validated the test 
pursuant to the requirements of this sec­
tion.

(d) Each contractor shall maintain, 
and submit upon request, such records 
and documents relating to the nature 
and use of tests, the validation of tests, 
and test results, as may be required un­
der the provisions of this section and 
under the orders and directives issued 
by the Office of Federal Contract Compli­
ance.

(e) The use of tests and other selection 
techniques by contractors as qualifica­
tion standards for hire, transfer, promo­
tion, training, or retention shall be ex­
amined carefully for possible indications

of noncompliance With the requirements 
of Executive Order 11246, as amended.

(f) A determination of noncompliance 
pursuant to the provisions of this part 
shall be grounds for the imposition of 
sanctions under Executive Order 11246 
as amended. *

The table of contents for Part 5A-16 
is amended to add the following new 
entries:
5A-16.901-98

5A—16.901^99 

5A-16.950—1953

5A—16.951 

5A—16.951—254

5A—16.954 
5A—16.954—1313

Standard Form 98, N otice  of 
Intention to M ake a 
Service Contract a n d  Re­
sponse to Notice.

Standard Form 99, N otice  of 
Award of Contract.

GSA Form 1953, Nondis­
crimination Survey of 
Government Contractor.

Department of Defense 
forms.

DD Form 254, C o n tr a c t  Se­
curity C la s s i f i c a t io n  Spec­
ification.

Department of Labor forms.
Department of Labor, WH 

Publication 1313, Notice 
to Employees Working on 
Government Contracts.

Note: Copies of the above forms identified 
in this Part 5A—16 are filed with the original 
document.
(Sec. 205(e), 63 Stat. 390; 40 U.S.C. 486(c); 
41 CFR 5̂ -1.101 (c) )

Effective date. These regulations are 
effective on the date shown below.

Dated: December 7,1973.
M. J. T imbers, 

Commissioner, E S S .

[FR Dec.74-48 FH^d 1-3-74;8 :45 am]
———-

CHAPTER H 4 — DEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTERIOR

PART 114-26— PROCUREMENT SERVICES 
AND PROGRAMS

Subpart 114—26.6— Procurement Sources 
Other Than GSA'

Change of R eference

Pursuant to the authority of the Secre­
tary of the Interior contained in 5 U.S.C. 
301 and sec. 205(c), 63 Stat. 390; 40 
U.S.C. 486(c), Subpart 114-26.6, Title 41 
of the Code of Federal Regulations, is 
amended as set forth below.

This amendment is issued to change 
the reference in 114-26.600-50 (c) to the 
“Internal Revenue Service” (2 places) to 
read “Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms”. I t  is, therefore, determined 
that the public rulemaking procedure is 
unnecessary and this amendment will 
become effective on January 4, 1974.

R ichard R. H ite, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 

of the Interior.
D ecember 21,1973. 

i 1 1 4 -2 6 .6 0 0 -5 0  [A m ended]
In the first and last sentences of § U4- 

¡6.600-50(0, delete the words “Internal 
Revenue Service” and substitute the 
pords “Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco an 
firearms”.

[FR Doc.74-212 Filed l - 3- 74;8:45 am]
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Title 45— Public Welfare 
CHAPTER XII— ACTION

part 1205— SERVICE CORPS OF RE- 
TIRED EXECUTIVES (SCORE) AND AC­
TIVE CORPS OF EXECUTIVES (ACE)—  
PAYMENT OF OUT-OF-POCKET EX­
PENSES
By virtue of the authority vested in me 

by section 302(c) (2) of the Domestic 
Volunteer Service Act of 1973, P.L. 93- 
113, 87 Stat. 404,1 hereby prescribe reg­
ulations which will appear as title 45, 
Chapter XU, Part 1205 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations. This provides for 
the payment of certain necessary out-of- 
pocket and travel expenses incident to 
the provision of services by SCORE and 
ACE volunteers. In that the material con­
tained herein is a matter relating to in­
terpretative rules, the relevant provi­
sions of the Administrative Procedure 
Act (5 U.S.C. 553) requiring notice of 
proposed ruling making, opportunity for 
public participation and delay in effec­
tive date are inapplicable. Pursuant to 
section 420 of Pub. L. 93-113, ACTION 
regulations are effective on February 4, 
1974.

In accordance with the spirit of the 
public policy set forth in 5 U.S.C. 553, 
interested persons may submit written 
comments, or suggestions to the Di­
rector of ACTION, 806 Connecticut Ave­
nue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20j>25. 
Attention: Deputy Associate Director for 
SCORE/ACE Programs. Material thus 
submitted will be evaluated and acted 
upon in the same manner as if this docu­
ment were a proposal. Until such time as 
further changes are made, however, part 
1205 as set forth herein shall remain in 
effect.

In consideration of the foregoing, 
Chapter XII of Title 45 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations is amended, effec­
tive February 4, 1974 as follows:
Sec.
1205.1 I n t r o d u c t io n .
1205.2 R e i m b u r s e m e n t  f o r  e x p e n s e s  w i t h i n

50 m ile s .
1205.3 R e i m b u r s e m e n t  f o r  e x p e n s e s  b e y o n d

50 m ile s .
1205.4 C o n fe re n c e s .
1205.5 O th e r  e x p e n s e s .

Authority: T h e  p r o v i s io n s  o f  t h i s  P a r t  
1205 issu ed  p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t io n s  3 0 2 ( c )  ( 2 ) ,  
402(14) a n d  420  o f  P .L . 9 3 -1 1 3 , 87  S t a t .  4 0 4 , 
407 and  414,— U .S .C .— .

§ 1205.1 Introduction.
The Domestic Volunteer Service Act 

of 1973, P.L. 93-113, 87 Stat. 394 author­
izes the Director of ACTION to reim­
burse volunteers of the Service Corps of 
Retired Executives (SCORE) and Active 
Corps of Executives (ACE) for certain 
out-of-pocket and" travel expenses. The 
out-of-pocket expenses must be incident 
to their provision of services under this 
Act. Travel expenses are authorized 
while the volunteers are providing serv- 
lces away from their home or regular 
Place of business. Travel expenses in­
clude per diem in lieu of subsistence.

§ 1 2 0 5 .2  R eim bursem ent o f  expenses  
w ithin a 50 -m ile  radius o f  hom e.

A volunteer will be reimbursed while 
performing services within a 50-mile 
radius of his home or regular place of 
business for the following expenses: local 
phone calls, parking fees, public trans­
portation, bus and train fares; local 
taxis; personal automobile mileage 
charges authorized by the Standardized 
Government Travel Regulations; high­
way and related tolls; and other non­
recurring or unusual expenses necessary 
to the provision of volunteer services ap­
proved by the appropriate State or Re­
gional Office.
§ 1 2 0 5 .3  R eim bursem ent o f  expenses  

for  services beyond 50  m iles.
A volunteer may provide services 

beyond a radius of 50 miles from his 
home or regular place of business only 
with the prior approval of the appropri­
ate ACTION Regional or State Office. 
Upon receipt of such approval he will be 
reimbursed only for the following 
expenses:

(a) Automobile travel, including per­
sonal automobile mileage charges au­
thorised by Standardized Government 
Travel Regulations, highway and related 
tolls; and parking fees.

(b) Other travel, including bus and 
rail, airplane (where specifically author­
ized by the appropriate ACTION State or 
Regional Office official), local taxis, and 
public- transportation.

(c) Per diem expenses in lieu of sub­
stance as authorized by the Standard­
ized Government Travel Regulations.

(d) Miscellaneous expenses including 
local phone calls and necessary non-re­
curring or unusual expenses approved by 
the appropriate ACTION State or Re­
gional Office.
§ 1 2 0 5 .4  C onferences.

With prior approval of the appropriate 
ACTION State or Regional Office, an au­
thorized delegate to SCORE and ACE na­
tional, regional, or district conference is 
authorized to receive travel expenses and 
per diem as provided in § 1205.3. Mem­
bers of the National SCORE Council may 
also be reimbursed for necessary ex­
penses to attend authorized meetings and 
conferences in accordance with the pro­
visions of § 1205.3.
§ 1 2 0 5 .5  O ther expenses.

The Associate Director for Domestic 
and Anti-Poverty Operations or his 
designee may authorize reimbursement 
for other expenses incident to the pro­
vision of volunteer services including but 
not limited to training, technical ma­
terials, and visual aids.

Issued in Washington, D.C. on Decem­
ber 28, 1973.

M i c h a e l  P. B a l z a n o , 
Director, ACTION.

[ F R  D o c .7 4 -3 2 6  F i l e d  l - 3 - 7 4 ; 8 : 4 5  a m i

Title 49— Transportation
CHAPTER V— NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAF­

FIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION, DE­
PARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

[Docket No. 25; Notice 7]
PART 575— CONSUMER INFORMATION 

REGULATIONS
Uniform Tire Quality Grading

This notice establishes a Consumer 
Information regulation on Uniform Tire 
Quality Grading. The notice is b&sed on 
proposals published March 7, 1973 (38 
FR 6194), and August 14, 1973 (38 FR 
21939). An earlier proposal, published 
September 21, 1971 (36 FR 18751) was 
later withdrawn (April 21, 1972; 37 FR 
7903). Comments submitted in response 
to these proposals have been considered 
in the preparation of this notice.

'The regulation will require tire manu­
facturers and brand name owners to 
provide relative grading information for 
13-, 14- and 15-inch tire size designa­
tions for tire traction, treadwear, and 
high speed performance. The respective 
grades will be molded into or onto the 
tire sidewall, contained in a label affixed 
to each tire, and provided for examina­
tion by prospective purchasers in a form 
retainable by them at each location 
where tires are sold. The requirements 
are effective with respect to passenger 
cars when they are equipped with new 
tires bearing quality grades.

Treadwear. The regulation requires 
each tire to be graded for treadwear 
performance using numbers which indi­
cate the percentage of treadwear the 
tire will produce when compared to the 
treadwear obtained from a “control tire” 
specified in the regulation. Each tire 
will be graded with either the number 
“60”, representing treadwear perform­
ance less than 80 percent of the control 
tire’s, or, the number “80”, “120”, “160” 
or “200”, representing at least that per­
centage of control tire wear.'The grades 
are fewer in number and represent 
broader performance ranges than those 
proposed, as a result of comments that 
the proposed grades were too numerous 
and would not take into account inherent 
differences in tire performance.

The method for obtaining treadwear 
grades is essentially that proposed in the 
notice of March 7, 1973. Treadwear 
grades will be determined by using a 
convoy of up to four identical passenger 
cars with one vehicle equipped with four 
identical control tires, and each of the 
remaining vehicles equipped with four 
identical, manufacturer’s tires (candi­
date tires) having the same nominal rim 
diameter as the control tire. The NHTSA 
intends that the convoy vehicles be 
driven as similarly as possible with re­
spect to such factors as steering and 
braking. The vehicles are run for 16,000 
miles over a surface that will produce 
control tire wear equal to between 65 and 
85 percent of original tread depth. The 
proposal had suggested that the tires be 
worn to 90 percent of -tread depth. This
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percentage has been reduced to prevent 
the tires from being worn below their 
treadwear indicators. The proposal had 
further suggested that candidate tires 
be loaded to 100 percent of the load spec­
ified for their inflation pressure in the 
1972 Tire and Rim Association Year­
book. In response to comments that vehi­
cles are rarely loaded to that extent in 
practice, the load has been changed to 
90 percent of the load specified for the 
inflation pressure in the 1972 Tire and 
Rim Association Yearbook. The NHTSA 
believes the road test method for measur­
ing treadwear to be the most satisfactory 
that is presently available. Moreover, the 
method has been used for many years 
by tire manufacturers to evaluate the 
treadwear potential of newly developed 
tire designs and compounds.

Many comments agreed that a 16,000- 
mile road test was appropriate for grad­
ing the treadwear of radial tires. Some 
comments urged, however, that only a 
12,000-mile test be specified for bias and 
bias/belted tires. The NHTSA has not 
accepted this recommendation as it 
believes the comparative data for candi­
date tires of different construction types 
will necessarily be more accurate if the 
comparisons are based on the same 
degree of control tire wear.

Certain comments referred to the ex­
isting national energy shortage, request­
ing that the agency take into account the 
problems presented by the shortage in 
the final requirements. The NHTSA rec­
ognizes the degree of energy that will be 
necessary to perform the appropriate 
grading tests, particularly with respect 
to the test for treadwear grading. Re­
search has been undertaken and will 
continue with a view to reducing the 
energy needs to establish treadwear per­
formance without adversely affecting 
the validity of test results. The NHTSA 
invites suggestions or proposals in y this 
regard, including sudfrortive data, di­
rected to the establishment of alternative 
methods or tests for grading tire tread­
wear.

Traction. Each tire will bear a traction 
grade of “90”, “105”, or “120”, repre­
senting at least that percentage of con­
trol tire performance. The test for ob­
taining traction grades is similar to that 
proposed on March 7, 1973. It utilizes a 
two-wheeled test trailer built essentially 
to specifications in American Society of 
Testing and Materials E-274-70, Skid 
Resistance of Paved Surfaces Using a 
Full-Scale Tire. The test consists of tow­
ing the trailer over specified wet test sur­
faces, equipped first with identical con­
trol tires, and then with identical candi­
date tires of the same rim diameter as 
the control tire. The average coefficient 
of friction is computed when one trailer 
wheel is locked on each of the two sur­
faces at 20, 40, and 60 miles per hour. 
The grade, similarly to the treadwear 
grade, is the comparative difference be­
tween candidate and control tire per­
formance. The final rule differs from the 
notice in that the proposed traction 
grade representing less than 90 percent 
of control tire performance has not been 
included. This results from the notice

proposing to amend Motor Vehicle Safety 
Standard No. 109 (4? CFR 571.109) (38 
PR 31841; November 19,1973) to require 
all passenger car tires to achieve at least 
this level of control tire performance. 
The NHTSA expects that this require­
ment will become effective on the effec­
tive date of this regulation, thereby 
necessitating the deletion of the grade. 
The other grades specified differ from 
those proposed to the extent that the 
range between grades has been increased 
to better allow for inherent gradations 
in actual tire performance.

Many comments urged that grading 
for tire traction not be established at this 
time. The comments argued that the cur­
rent state of the art has not advanced 
to the point where reliable and repro­
ducible results can be obtained using the 
proposed two-wheel trailer method.

The NHTSA believes the traction test 
issued by this notice, utilizing the two­
wheeled trailer, is an objective procedure, 
capable of producing repeatable results, 
and is therefore satisfactory for the pur­
pose of measuring and grading straight- 
line, wet-surface braking traction. In 
this regard, on the basis of information 
received from General Motors, that com­
pany is - presently using the identical 
methodology in the specifications for tire 
traction for its “TPC” specification tire. 
This tire is presently manufactured by 
numerous domestic tire companies. More­
over, grading tire traction is a necessary 
adjunct, in the view of NHTSA, to grad­
ing tire treadwear, for it is conjmonly 
known that treadwear and traction per­
formance result from diverse tire proper­
ties. The two tests, therefore, serve as a 
check that manufacturers will not design 
tires that perform well in one area at the 
expense of performance in the other. The 
minimum traction performance require­
ment recommended by the comments as 
a substitute for traction grading is in­
sufficient, in the view of NHTSA, to serve 
this function alone.

Many comments stated that traction 
test surfaces should be defined by test 
surface composition and skid number, 
rather than by skid number alone as 
proposed. It was argued that without a 
surface specification, reversals in tire 
performance may occur. The NHTSA 
agrees that the inclusion of precise sur­
face specifications may improve the re­
liability of traction test results. I t  has 
not adopted such specifications in this 
notice as they have not been previously 
proposed. However, recent developments 
have been made in the establishment of 
test surfaces by the Federal Highway 
Administration of the Department of 
Transportation. Test surfaces developed 
by that agency are proposed in a notice 
issued concurrently with this notice 
(1061) for later inclusion in the 
regulation.

Some comments argued that the de­
scription of this grading parameter as 
“traction” was misleading, as the pro­
posed test dealt only with wet braking 
traction and not dry pavement or corner­
ing traction. They suggested therefore 
that the grading parameter be referred 
to as braking or stopping traction, or as 
“wet-surface traction.” The NHTSA does

not dispute that these other traction 
properties are important, aspects of tire 
traction, and expects to add these per­
formance aspects to the traction grad- 
ing scheme when appropriate test pro­
cedures are developed. The NHTSA does 
not believe, however, that the description 
of „ the existing test as “traction” is mis­
leading. The terminology suggested by 
the comments, in the view of NHTSA, 
would be overtechnical and unnecessary.

High speed performance. High speed 
performance grades of “A”, “B”, or “C” 
are required to be affixed to each tire 
based on its performance on the high 
speed laboratory test wheel which is 
presently used in testing for conformity 
to Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 
109. The test utilized is as proposed—an 
extension of the Standard No. 109 high 
speed performance test. A tire will be 
graded “C” if it only passes the Standard 
No. 109 test. In  order to achieve a grade 
of “B”, the tire must run without failure 
an additional V2 hour at 425 rpm and two 
additional hours, one at 450 rpm and 
the other at 475 rpm. To achieve a grade 
of “A” the tire must be run without .fail­
ure an additional hour at 500 rpm and 
another hour at 525 rpm. The NHTSA 
has recently revised the criteria for tire 
failure in Standard No. 109 (38 FR 
27050; September 28, 1973) and the re­
vised criteria are the criteria included 
in this rule.

The principal comment regarding the 
proposed high speed grading format was 
that it should consist of only two 
grades—one recommended for general 
use and the other for use by emergency 
vehicles. The comments argued that 
further grading of high speed perform­
ance was unnecessary and would pro­
mote high speed driving. The NHTSA 
views the suggested 2-grade scheme as 
rendering any high speed grade mean­
ingless for most consumers. Essentially, 
it provides no information other than 
conformity to Standard No. 109. The 
NHTSA believes driving habits with re­
spect to speed do differ among the driv­
ing population and that the grading 
scheme should be based on that consid­
eration.

Control tires... Both treadwear and 
traction grades are based on compara­
tive results using a control tire specified 
in the rule. The control tires are 2-ply- 
rayon tires of bias construction, in sizes 
6.50 x 13, '7.75 x 14, and 8.55 x 15. The 
control tire in each specified rim di­
ameter will be used in testing all candi­
date tires having that rim diameter. The 
precise specifications for the tires are 
identical to those proposed.

Control tires will be manufactured pur­
suant to NHTSA contract and will be 
used in NHTSA compliance testing. They 
will be made available to the industry for 
testing purposes, and the NHTSA will 
accept, for purposes of compliance tests, 
results based upon their performance. 
The agency may consider manufactur­
ers who use different test devices to hav® 
failed to exercise the due care contem­
plated by the National Traffic and Motor 
Vehicle Safety Act should their tires fan 
to perform to the specified grades when 
subject to agency tests.
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The final rule modifies certain aspects 
of the proposed rule apart from the grad­
ing tests. In response to several com­
ments labels are not required to be af­
fixed to the tread surface of tires which 
are furnished as original equipment on 
new vehicles. These vehicles are generally 
driven before sale, and labels on the tire 
tread surface are therefore of question­
able value. Information on these tires 
will still be required to be otherwise fur­
nished with the vehicle, and available for 
retention by prospective purchasers. The 
NHTSA did not, however, agree with 
comments recommending that the affixed 
label requirement be deleted entirely. 
Tires are frequently on display in sales 
outlets, and the affixed label will provide 
consumers with the clearest understand­
ing of the grades applicable to a par­
ticular tire. 1 ■ .

The grades molded onto the tire side- 
wall are required to be placed between 
the shoulder and the maximum section 
width, rather than between the maxi­
mum section width and the bead as pro­
posed. The NHTSA believes the grades 
should apply only to the original tire, and 
the placement of grades above the maxi­
mum section width increases the likeli­
hood that grades will be removed if the 
tire is retreaded.

Certain comments expressed the view 
that providing information for tires 
placed on new vehicles and furnishing 
that information to the NHTSA 30 days 
before the vehicles are available to the 
public is difficult to accomplish because 
of the variety of tire and vehicle com­
binations involved. The NHTSA does not 
believe sufficient justification has been 
shown for deleting these requirements. 
While some modification may be neces­
sary to existing manufacturer practices, 
the NHTSA cannot agree that the regu­
lation presents unmanageable problems 
for manufacturers.

Effective dates. September 1,1974. The 
NHTSA has issued this notice pursuant 
to an order of the United States District 
Court for the District of Columbia. That 
order specifies that the regulation take 
effect on September 1,1974.

In light of the above, sections 575.4 
and 575.6 are revised, and a new section 
575.104 “Uniform Tire Quality Grading”, 
Is added in Chapter V, Title 49, Code of 
Federal Regulations, to read as set forth 
below.
(Secs, 103, 112, 119, 201, 203; Pub. L. 89-563, 
80 Stat. 718, 15 U.S.C. 1392, 1401, 1407, 1421, 
1423; delegation of authority at 49 CPR 1.51)

Issued on December 28, 1973.
James B. Gregory,

Administrator.
1. Sections 575.4 and 575.6 are revised 

to read as follows:
§ 575.4 Application.

(a) General. Except as provided in 
paragraphs (b) through (d) of this sec-
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tion, each section set forth in Subpart B 
of this part applies according to its terms 
to motor vehicles and tires manufactured 
after the effective date indicated.

<b> Military vehicles. This part does 
not apply to motor vehicles or tires sold 
directly to the Armed Forces of the 
the United States in conformity with 
contractual specifications.

(c) Export. This part does not apply 
to motor vehicles or tires intended solely 
for export and so labeled or tagged.

(d) Import. This part does not apply 
to motor vehicles or tires imported for 
purposes other than resale.
§ 5 7 5 .6  R equirem ents.

(a) At the time a motor vehicle is 
delivered to the first purchaser for pur­
poses other than resale, the manufac­
turer of that vehicle shall provide to that 
purchaser, in writing and in the English 
language, the information specified in 
Subpart B of this part that is applicable 
to that vehicle and its tires. The docu­
ment provided with a vehicle may con­
tain more than one table, but the docu­
ment must clearly and unconditionally 
indicate which of the tables applies to 
the vehicle and its tires.

E x a m p l e  1. Manufacturer X furnishes a 
document containing several tables, which 
apply to various groups of vehicles that it 
produces. The document contains the fol­
lowing notation on its front page: “The in­
formation that applies to this vehicle is con­
tained in Table 5.” The notation satisfies the 
requirement.

E x a m p l e  2. Manufacturer Y furnishes a 
document containing several tables as in Ex­
ample 1, with the following notation on its 
front page:

Information applies as foUows: ,
Model P. 6-cylinder engine—Table 1.
Model P. 8-cylinder engine—Table 2.
Model Q—Table 3.
This notation does not satisfy the require­
ment, since it  is conditioned on the model or 
the equipment of the vehicle with which the 
document is furnished, and therefore addi­
tional information is required to select the 
proper table.

(b) At the time a motor vehicle tire 
is delivered to the first purchaser for a 
purpose other than resale, the manufac­
turer of that tire, or in the case of a tire 
marketed under a brand name, the brand 
name owner, shall provide to that pur­
chaser the information specified in Sub­
part B of this part this applicable to that 
tire.

(c) Each manufacturer of motor 
vehicles, each brand name owner of tires, 
and each manufacturer of tires for which 
there is no brand name owner shall pro­
vide for examination by prospective pur­
chasers, at each location where its 
vehicles or tires are offered for sale by a 
person with whom the manufacturer or 
brand name owner has a contractual, 
proprietary, or other legal relationship, 
or by a person who has such a relation­

ship with a distributor of the manufac­
turer or brand name owner concerning 
the vehicle or tire in question, the infor­
mation specified in Subpart B of this 
part that is applicable to each of the 
vehicles or tires offered for sale at that 
location. The information shall be pro­
vided without charge and in sufficient 
quantity to be available for retention by 
prospective purchasers or sent by mail 
to a prospective purchaser upon his re­
quest. With respect to newly introduced 
vehicles or tires, the information shall be 
provided for examination by prospective 
purchasers not later than the day on 
which the manufacturer or brand name 
owner first authorizes those vehicles or 
tires to be put on general public display 
and sold to consumers. •

(d) Each manufacturer of motor ve­
hicles, each brand name owner of tires, 
and each manufacturer of tires for which 
there is no brand name owner shall sub­
mit to the Administrator 10 copies of the 
in form ation specified in Subpart B of 
this part that is applicable to the ve­
hicles or tires offered for sale, a t least 
30 days before that information is first 
provided for examination by prospective 
purchasers pursuant to paragraph (c) 
of this section.

2. A new § 575.104 is added to read as 
follows:
§. 5 7 5 .1 0 4  U niform  tire quality  grading.

(a) Scope. This section requires tire
manufacturers and brand name owners 
to provide information indicating the 
relative performance of passenger car 
tires in the areas of treadwear, traction, 
and high speed performance. ^

(b) Purpose. The purpose of this sec­
tion is to aid the consumer in making 
an informed choice in the purchase of 
passenger car tires.

(c) ApplicatUm. This section applies to 
new pneumatic tires for use on passenger 
cars manufactured after 1948. However, 
this section does not apply to deep tread, 
winter-type snow tires or to tires having 
rim diameters other than 13, 14, or 15 
inches.

(d) Requirements. Each manufacturer 
of tires, or in the case of tires marketed 
under a brand name, each brand name 
owner, shall furnish the information 
specified in paragraphs (d) (1) through
(d) (4) of this section, in the form il­
lustrated in Figure 1, in letters not less 
than three thirty-seconds of an inch 
high, on a label affixed to the tread sur­
face of each tire (except a tire sold as 
original equipment on a new motor ve­
hicle) in a manner such that it is not 
easily removable. In addition, letters, 
figures, and symbols indicating the qual­
ity grades assigned to the tire shall be 
permanently molded into or onto one 
sidewall of the tire between the maxi­
mum section width and the shoulder as
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illustrated in Figure 2. No symbols other 
than those specified shall be used to indi­
cate performance grades. Each such tire 
shall be capable, under the conditions 
and procedures specified in this section, 
of performing at least as well in each 
area as the grade placed on the tire 
indicates.

(1) The statement: THIS TIRE CON­
FORMS TO FEDERAL SAFETY RE­
QUIREMENTS.

(2) The word “TREADWEAR”, fol­
lowed by the number 60, 80, 120, 160, or 
200, representing the tire’s grade for 
treadwear, when the tire is tested in ac­
cordance with the general conditions 
specified in paragraph (e) of this section 
and the treadwear grading conditions 
and procedure specified in paragraph (f) 
of this section.

(i) The tire shall be graded 60 if the 
value obtained pursuant to paragraph
(f) (2) (ix) of this section is less than 80 
percent.

(ii) The tire may be graded 80 only 
if the value obtained pursuant to para­
graph (f)(2) (ix) of this section is 80 
percent or more.

(iii) The tire may be graded 120 only 
if the value obtained pursuant to para­
graph (f) (2) (ix) of this section is 120 
percent or more.

(iv) The tire may be graded 160 only 
if the value obtained pursuant to para­
graph (f) (2) (ix) of this section is 160 
percent or more.

(v) The tire may be graded 200 only if 
the value obtained pursuant to para­
graph (f) (2) (ix) of this section is 200 
percent or more.

(3) The word “TRACTION”, followed 
by the number 90,105, or 120, represent­
ing the tire’s grade for traction, when the 
tire is tested in accordance with the gen­
eral conditions specified in paragraph
(e) of this section and the traction grad­
ing conditions and procedure specified in 
paragraph (g) of this section.

(i) Any tire may be graded 90, and the 
tire must be graded 90 if the value ob­
tained pursuant to paragraph (g) (2) (xi) 
of this section is less than 105 percent.

(ii) The tire may be graded 105 only 
if the value obtained pursuant to para­
graph (g) (2) (xi) of this section is . 105 
percent or more.

(iii) The tire may be graded 120 only 
if the value obtained pursuant to para­
graph (g) (2) (xi) of this section is 120 
percent or more.

(4) The words “HIGH SPEED”, fol­
lowed by the letter A, B, or C, represent-

RULES AND REGULATIONS

ing the tire’s grade for high speed per­
formance, when the tire is tested in ac­
cordance with the general conditions 
specified in paragraph (e) of this sec­
tion, and the high speed performance 
grading procedure specified in paragraph
(h) of this section. A tire shall be con­
sidered to have completed a test stage 
if, at the end of the stage, it exhibits no 
visual evidence of tread, sidewall, ply, 
cord, innerliner or bead separation, 
chunking, broken cords, cracking or 
open splices, and the tire pressure is not 
less than the pressure specified in para­
graph (h) (1) of this section.

(i) The tire shall be graded C if it 
fails to complete the 475 rpm test stage 
specified in paragraph (h) (9) of this 
section.

(ii) The tire may be graded B only if 
it completes the 475 rpm test stage speci­
fied in paragraph (h) (9 of this section.

(iii) The tire may be graded A only if 
it completes the 525 rpm test stage speci­
fied in paragraph (h) (9) of this section.

(e) General conditions. (1) Each tire 
shall be able to achieve the level of per­
formance indicated by the grade it is 
given for each area of performance. An 
individual tire need not, however, meet 
further requirements after having been 
subjected to any one of the following:

(1) The test for grading treadwear 
(paragraph (f) of this section);

(ii) The test for grading traction 
(paragraph (g) of this section); or

(iii) The test for grading high speed 
performance (paragraph (h) of this sec­
tion) .

(2) in  the case of the high speed per­
formance test specified in paragraph (h) 
of this section, each tire shall meet the 
performance level indicated by the grade 
it is given when tested on any “test rim” 
as defined in S3 of § 571.109 of this chap­
ter (Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 
109).

(f) Treadwear grading—(1) Condi­
tions. (i) The control tires are the 2-ply 
rayon tires specified in paragraph (i) of 
this section in sizes 6.50-13, 7.75-14, and 
8.55-15.

(ii) The test roadway is any route of
16,000 miles on which, at completion of 
the procedure specified in paragraph (b)
(2) of this section, the tread of the con­
trol tire, measured as specified in para­
graph (f) (2) (i) of this section, is worn 
between 65 percent and 85 percent of its 
original depth.

(iii) A test convoy consists of no more 
than four identical passenger cars. Each

vehicle maintains its position relative to 
the other vehicles during the test, and 
except for the lead vehicle, is throughout 
the test within human eye range of the 
vehicle immediately preceding it.

(iv) Wheel alignment is that speci­
fied by the vehicle manufacturer, and is 
maintained throughout the test.

(2) Procedures, (i) Obtain the aver­
age original tread depth of each control 
tire and each candidate tire to be used 
in the test by measuring the depth of 
each continuous rib at 6 equidistant 
points around the tire, avoiding tread­
wear indicators. Average all values ob­
tained. In the case of control tires, ob­
tain the average tread depth of all four 
tires placed on the test vehicle pursuant 
to paragraph (f) (2) (ii) (A) of this sec­
tion. In tires having lug-tread designs, 
obtain the average tread depth by meas­
uring the tread depth at 6 equidistant 
points around the tire at a distance from 
both sides of the tire center line equal to 
one-third of the width of the tire tread 
and averaging all values obtained.

(ii) Equip a test convoy with the con­
trol and candidate tires, as follows:

(A) One vehicle with four control tires 
of identical size, and

(B) Each other vehicle with four can­
didate tires of the same type, trade name 
or line, and size designation, and hav­
ing the same rim diameter as the con­
trol tire.

(iii) Inflate each control tire to a cold 
inflation pressure of 24 psi. Inflate each 
candidate tire to a cold inflation pres­
sure 8 pounds less than its maximum 
permissible inflation pressure.

(iv) Load the vehicle equipped with 
control tires so that the load on each 
tire is 90% of the load specified for the 
tire at 24 psi in the 1972 Tire and Rim 
Association, Inc., Yearbook. Load each 
vehicle equipped with candidate tires so 
that the load on each tire is 90% of the 
load specified in Appendix A of § 571.109 
of this chapter ^ Motor Vehicle Safety 
Standard No. 109) for the inflation pres­
sure a t which the tire is inflated.

(v) Drive the convoy on the test road­
way described in paragraph (f) (1) (ii) 
of this section for 1,000 miles.

(vi) Stop the convoy, and rotate each 
vehicle’s tires clockwise on that vehicle 
one wheel position. Repeat this proce­
dure every subsequent 1,000 miles.

(vii) In addition to the procedure spec­
ified in paragraph (f) (2) (vi) of this 
section, at 4,000 miles and every 4,000-
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mile interval thereafter, advance each 
set of tires to the next forward vehicle, 
placing the tires of the lead vehicle on 
the rearmost vehicle.

(viii) At the end of 16,000 miles, or
whenever a candidate tire is worn to any 
treadwear indicator, stop the vehicle, re­
move its tires, allow them to cool to am­
bient temperature, and measure the 
average tread depth of each tire in the 
manner specified and at the measuring 
points established in paragraph (f) (2) (i) 
of this section. • ,

(ix) Compute the percentage (P) of 
control tire wear experienced by each 
candidate tire, using the following 
formula:

Ao(C0-C „) 
* ~C0(A „ -A „) xioo

where:

(iii) Load the trailer so that the load 
on each tire equals the tire’s maximum 
design load at 24 psi as specified in the 
1972 Tire and Rim Association, Inc., 
Yearbook.

(iv) Tow the trailer at 20 mph.
(v) On a surface having a wet skid 

number of 30, determined pursuant to 
American Society for Testing and Ma­
terials Method E-274-70, “Skid Resist­
ance of Paved Surfaces Using a Full- 
Scale Tire”, except that the control tire 
specified in paragraph (i) of this section 
rather than the ASTM tire shall be used 
to determine skid number, lock one 
trailer wheel while maintaining its for-
W8>l*d Sp66CLe

(vi) Record the retarding force on the 
locked wheel at the tire-ground inter­
face continuously from 1.0 to 2.0 seconds 
after wheel lockup, and compute the 
average retarding force over that

A0=candidate tire’s average original tread
depth. - . .

Aw= candidate tire’s average worn tread
depth.

Co= control tires’ average original tread 
depth. 1

Cw=control tires’ average worn tread 
depth.

(g) Traction grading—(1) Conditions.
(i) The control tires are the 2-ply rayon 
tires specified in paragraph (i) of this 
section in sizes 6.50-13, 7.75-14, and 
8.55-15. S fl « M B

(ii) A control tire is discarded after
it has been used to grade two candidate 
tires. . -v

(iii) Before testing, protuberances (ex­
cept for treadwear indicators) that are 
not part of the tread design are removed 
from candidate and control tires.

(iv) Each candidate and control tire 
is conditioned for 100 miles at the load 
specified in paragraph (f) (2) (iv) of this 
section, on an appropriate vehicle driven 
at 50 to 70 miles per hour on a clean, 
dry surface.

(v) Ambient temperatures are any 
temperatures between 40° F and 90° F.

(2) Procedures, (i) Mount two identi­
cal control tires on a test trailer built in 
conformity with the specifications in 
Paragraph 3, “Apparatus”, of American 
Society for Testing and Materials 
Method E-274-70, except that

(A) “Wheel load” in paragraph 3.2.2 
of that method shall be as specified in 
paragraph (g) (2) (iii) of this section 
and

(B) Tire and rim specifications in 
paragraph 3.2.3 of that method shall be 
candidate and control tires, as appropri­
ate, and rims for the size of tire graded.

(ii) Inflate the tires to a cold inflation 
Pressure of 24 psi.

interval.
(vii) Compute the average coefficient 

of friction, at the tire-ground interface 
(”20), in the manner specified for cal­
culating skid number (SN) in para­
graphs 8.1 and 8.2 of American Society 
for Testing and Materials Method E- 
274-70.

(viii) Repeat the procedures specified 
paragraphs (g) (2) (i) through (g) (2) 
(vii) of this section except with the 
trailer towed at 40 mph, and again at 
60 mph.

(ix) Repeat the procedures specified in 
paragraph (g) (2) (i) through (viii) of 
this section, except on a surface with a 
wet skid number of 50, determined pur­
suant to American Society for Testing 
and Materials Method E-274-70, “Skid 
Resistance of Paved Surfaces Using a 
Full-Scale Tire”, except that the con­
trol tire specified in paragraph (i) of this 
section rather than the ASTM tire shall 
be used to determine skid number.

(x) Equip the trailer with 2 candidate 
tires, of the same type, trade-name or 
line, and the size designation, and hav­
ing the same rim diameter as the control 
tire, inflated to a cold inflation pressure 
8 pounds less than their maximum per­
missible inflation pressure, loaded to the 
weight-specified for the tire at that in­
flation pressure in Appendix A of § 571.- 
109 of this chapter (Motor Vehicle Safety 
Standard No. 109), and repeat the pro­
cedures specified in paragraph (g) (2)
(iv) through (ix) of this section.

(xi) Compute the candidate tire’s trac­
tion grade, as the ratio of its average 
friction coefficient to that of the control 
tire, expressed as a percentage (Q), as 
follows:

+ ^ + ^ 1 X100 
'ViO ̂ »60 V 40 v 60 J

where u and v refer to the average, meas­
ured friction coefficient for a test of - 
candidate and control tires respectively, 
on a surface with wet skid number of 
30, u ’ and v' the same for a surface with 
wet skid number of 50, and the subscripts 
refer to the test speeds in mph.

(h) High speed performance grading.
(1) Mount the tire on a test rim and 
inflate it to 2 pounds less than its maxi­
mum permissible inflation pressure.

(2) Condition the tire-rim assembly at 
an ambient temperature of 100° F. for 3 
hours.

(3) Adjust the pressure again to 2 
pounds less than maximum permissible 
inflation pressure.

(4) Mount the tire-rim assembly on 
an axle, and press the tire tread against 
the surface of a flat-faced steel test 
wheel that is 67.23 inches in diameter 
and at least as wide as the section width 
of the tire.

(5) During the test, including the 
pressure measurements specified in para­
graph (h)(1) and (3) of this section, 
maintain the temperature of the ambient 
air, as measured 12 inches from the edge 
of the rim flange at any point on the 
circumference on either side of the tire, 
at 100° F. Locate the temperature sensor 
so that its readings are not affected by 
heat radiation, drafts, variations in the 
temperature of the surrounding air, or 
guards or other devices.

(6) Press the tire against the test 
wheel at the load specified in Appendix 
A of § 571.109 of this chapter (Motor 
Vehicle Safety Standard No. 109) for the 
tire’s size designation and type, at the 
inflation pressure that is 8 pounds less 
than the tire's maximum permissible in­
flation pressure.

(7) Rotate the test wheel at 250 rpm 
for 2 hours.

(8) Remove the load, allow the tire to 
cool to 100° F. or for 2 hours, whichever 
occurs last, and readjust the inflation 
pressure to 2 pounds less than the tire’s 
maximum permissible inflation pressure.

(9) Reapply the load and without in­
terruption or readjustment of inflation 
pressure, rotate the test wheel at 375 rpm 
for 30 minutes, then at 400 rpm for 30 
minutes, and then for 1 hour each at 
425 rpm, 450 rpm, 475 rpm, 500 rpm, 
and 525 rpm respectively.

(i) Control tire. The control tires used 
in grading treadwear and traction per­
formance of passenger car tires shall 
conform to the specifications of this par­
agraph.

(1) Rubber compound—formula. The 
formula for rubber compound for use in 
both the tread and sidewall of the tire 
is set forth in Table I.
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R u b b e r  F o r m u l a

Parts
SBR—1714 ____________   97.5
Polybutadiene (approximately 95 per­

cent CIS)___ _____________________ 35.0
N-242 (ISAF-HS) carbon black______ 75. 0
Hi aromatic petroleum oil____________ 14.0
Zinc oxide_______________ :__________  3. o
Stearic acid________ __________ _______  2.0
Wax—fully refined parafin__________   2.0
Antioxidant-Antiozonant (Santoflex 77

or equivalent)____ ;__ ____________  1.4
Antioxidant-Antiozonant (Santoflex 13

or equivalent)_____ ,______________  1.4
CBS (Santocure)____________________  1.1
D P G __________________   .1
S u lfu r ___ _____ ___ ____ _____ ____  i. 8

Total ____ ___________________ 234. 3
T able I

(2) Rubber compound—physical char­
acteristics. The rubber compound used 
in the tread and sidewall has the physical 
characteristics set forth in Table II.

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
Tensile sheet cures at 287° 60 minutes

F 1.
800% modulus2___________  1250—1650

psi
Tensile sheet durometer 64±2

(Shore)2.
Rebound or resilience 4_____  46.9 % to

51.0%
Specific gravity s___________  1.14±0.01
Tensile strength (Min)«___  2500 psi
Elongation (Min) 7_________  440%
Tire tread durometer 60±1

(Shore)8.
1ASTM Method D 15 
2 ASTM Method D 412
2 ASTM Method D 2240, using a Type A 

Shore durometer 
4 ASTM Method D 1054 
* ASTM Method D 297 
« ASTM Method D 412 
7 ASTM Method D 412 
« ASTM Method D 2240

T able n
(3) Mold dimensions. The dimension 

for control tire molds are set forth in

Table i n  and NHTSA Drawings Nos. 
1000, 1001, and 1002.

T able I I I .—Mold D imensions 1

N H TSA  
Dwg. 

No. 1000

N H TSA  
Dwg. 

No. 1001

N H TSA  
Dwg. 

No. 1002

Tire size.................. 6.60-13 7.75-14 8.55-15
Nominal bead dia. 

(re f .) . . ........................ 13.00 14.00 15.00
Mold cavity outside 

dia___________ ____ 24.730 26.920 28.630
Cavity cross section___ 6.600 7.718 8.400
Cavity bead w id th____ 4.600 5.600 6.000
Sect. ht. from nominal 

bead dia. (ref.)______ 6.866 6.460 6.765
Horizontal C/L major 

dia..................... ............ 18.260 19.624 20.875
H t. of rim  centering 

rib_____ ____ 0.781 0.828 0.812
Distance from hori­

zontal C/L to nominal 
bead diameter (ref.).  . 2.626 2.812 2.938

Cavity radius above 
horiz. C/L.................. 2.626R 3.031R 3.062R

Cavity radius below 
horiz. C/L...... ........... 2.938 R 3.281R 3. 250 R

Floating radius be­
tween lower and 
upper sidewall 
cavity radii....... .......... 0.600R 0.500R 0.500R

Distance from nominal 
bead dia. (ref.)‘to 
bead ring cavity 
radius................... ......... 0.214 0.214 0.275

Bead ring cavity 
radius............................ 0.380 0.380 0.360

Nonskid depth............... 0.335 0.346 0.365
Cavity radius on C/L 

Top of nonskid........... 8.250 R 9.500R 10.500R
Bottom  of nonskid__ 7.916R 9 .115R 10.145 R

Cavity tread arc meas­
ured horizontally 
from C/L................ . 1.866 2.277 2.421

Shoulder d ro p ............ 0.211 0.277 0.283
Cavity tread arc shoul­

der ra d iu s ............... 0.531R 0.531R 0. 500 R
Floating radius be­

tween cavity shoul­
der radius and radius 
of cavity upper side- 
wall.......... ...................... 6.500R 3.000R 6.000R

Developed tread w id th . 3.740 4.600 4.890
Tread gtoove w id th___ 0.160 0.200 0.210
Tread rib w idth ............. 0.620 0.760 0.810
Bead rings (steel); dia. 

a t heel.................... ....... 12.900 13.900 14.900
Radius a t heel........... . 0.260R 0.250R 0.250R

1 All mold dimensions are in inches and are based on 
nominal rim diameter. Mold manufacturers’ tolerances: 
± 0.006"

Table m
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1046 RULES AND REGULATIONS
(4) Rim centering rib. The rim cen­

tering rib has a width of 0.062 inch, a 
depth of 0.047 inch, and a radius of 0.047 
inch at the mold surface.

(5) Treadwear indicators. Treadwear 
indicators having a height of 0.062 inch, 
a length at the bottom (base of tread 
groove) of 1.000 inch, a length at the 
top of 0.500 inch, and a radius at each 
end of 0.100 inch, are placed across the 
width of the tread at 6 equidistant points 
around the circumference of the mold.

(6) Grooves. Each groove is parallel to 
the tread arc radius and has a full radius 
at the bottom.

(7) Tread vents, (i) Each tread vent 
is radial to the tread surface.

(ii) The male half of the mold con­
tains 24 equidistant void vents, each 
having a height of one-sixteenth inch 
and a width of one-sixteenth inch:

(iii) Each tread rib contains 20 equi­
distant vents having a diameter of 0.082 
inch (No. 45 drill), staggered 0.094 inch 
from each groove‘edge, and 0.250 inch 
from the shoulder.

(8) Shoulder vents, (i) Each shoulder 
vent has a diameter of 0.052 inch (No. 55 
drill). Each vent is chamfered at 0.040 
inch radius at the mold surface.

(ii) Each mold half contains 10 vents 
placed in line with void vents, 0.250 inch 
from the shoulder.

(iii) The top mold half contains one 
row of 16 equidistant vents placed mid­
way between the horizontal centerline 
and the junction of the shoulder radius 
and the shoulder.

(iv) The bottom mold half contains 
one row of 16 equidistant vents placed 
midway, between the horizontal center- 
line and the junction of the shoulder 
radius and the shoulder.

(9) Sidewall vents, (i) Each sidewall 
vent has a diameter of 0.052 inch (No. 
55 drill). Each vent is chamfered at 0.040 
inch radius at the mold surface.

(ii) The top mold half contains two 
rows of 16 equidistant vents placed mid­
way between the rim centering rib and 
the horizontal centerline.

(iii) The bottom mold half contains 
three rows of 16 equidistant vents placed 
midway between the rim centering rib 
and the horizontal centerline.

(10) Branding, (i) The labeling speci­
fied in paragraph S4.3 of § 571.109 of this 
chapter (Motor Vehicle Safety Stand­
ard No. 109), including paragraph S4.3.1, 
but excluding paragraph S4.3.2, is 
branded into each mold half in accord­
ance with that paragraph.

(11) The legend: “NHTSA Control 
Tire—Do Not Use Except for Testing 
Purposes” is branded into each mold 
half, in letters 0.5000-mch high, 0.020- 
inch deep, between the maximum section 
width and rim centering rib.

(iii) One of the following legends is 
branded into each mold half, in letters 
one-sixteenth-inch high, one-eighth- 
inch above the rim centering rib:

(A) In the case of the 6.50-13 control 
tire: 6.50-13—Test at 24 p.s.i.—980 lbs.

(B) In the case of the 7.75-14 control 
tire: 7.75-14—Test at 24 p.s.i.—1,270 lbs.

(C) In the case of the 8.55-15 control 
tire: 8.55-15—Test a t 24 p.s.i.—1,510 lbs.

(11) Miscellaneous construction re­
quirements. Miscellaneous construction 
requirements for the control tires are set 
forth in Table IV.

T i r e  C o n s t r u c t i o n  \ 8

T ire  size ........................... 6 .50-13.... 7 .75-14 ... 8.55-15.
N u m b e ro f  plies______ 2................. 2 . . ............ 2.
U n it tre ad  an d  side- Y es.......... . Y es_____ Yes.

w all.
U n d er tre ad  th ickness . 0.10............ 0.10_____ 0.10.
C ured  angle.................... 36° ± 2 ° . . . . 36°±2°i__ 36° ± 2°,
F abric , ray o n _____ 1650/3 ..... 2200/3___ 2200/3.
E n d s  per inch  a t 24 ......... .. 22.............. 22.

calendar.
C alendar gauge:

1st p ly ...................... 0.051____ 0.056____ 0.056.
2nd p ly .........................  0.049 .........  0.054 ____  0.054.

M oisture in  fabric a t  1 percent 1 percent 1 percent.
calendar. or less. or less. or less.

B ead (0.037 d ia . w ire). .  4 lay ers_ _ 5 la y e rs_ _ 5 layers.
4 s tra n d s . 4 s tra n d s . 5 strands .

B ead filler (A pex)------- O p tiona l. O p tiona l. O ptional.
B ead w rap  (cotton,

7 oz./sq. yd .):
W id th ...................... . 1 y%............ 1 ............ 1% .
G auge_____________  0.024 ____  0.024 ____  0.024.

B ead w ire w inding  d ia . 13.15____ 1 4 .1 5 . . . . .  15.15.
Innerline r (chloro- 0.0551___  0.055 ____  0.055.

b u t y l ) G auge.
R im  w id th ......................  4 .50 .......... 5.50___ _ 6.00.
Section w id th  3___ . . . .  6.60______7.75.}____ 8.45.
O verall d iam eter *____  24.58 ____  25.96 .........  28.52.
C hafer (nylon 

m onofilam ent):
G auge____1......... .......  0.045 ......... 0.045 ____  0.045.
W id th ................ I . . . . . .  2.................2_________ 2.

C row n R a d iu s 3____ _ 110percent 110percent 110percent

1 D im ensions are in  inches unless otherw ise specified.
2 T u m -u p  heights an d  “ s tep  offs” to  follow tire  m an u ­

facturers’ s tan d a rd  practice.
3 O verall w id th  m ay  exceed section w id th  b y  7 percent.
4 M ay be exceeded b y  7 percent, com puted  as follows:- 

O D '= 1 .07  (O D -N D )+ N D , w here O D = s ta te d  overall 
d iam eter, N D = n o m in a l d iam eter, an d  O D '= a d ju s te d  
overall diam eter.

5 A c tu a l  t r e a d  r a d iu s  d iv id e d  by  n o m in a l  t i r e  
c ro s s  s e c t io n  w id th .

T a b l e  I V

(12) Skid number. A control tire suita­
ble for purposes of grading treadwear 
and traction pursuant to this section 
shall, when tested on a surface having a 
wet skid number of 30, determined in 
accordance with American Society for 
Testing and Materials (ASTM) E274-70, 
Skid Résistance of Paved Surf aces Using 
a Full-Scale Tire, except with a control 
tire rather than the ASTM tire used to 
determine skid number, produce a wet 
skid number of 30±10 percent.

(13) Performance requirements. Each 
control tire shall be manufactured to 
conform to § 571.109 of this chapter.

D O T  T i r e  Q u a l i t y  G r a d e s

THIS TIRE CONFORMS TO FEDERAL SAFETY

Tire Grade: Performance
High speed:

A - .........—  Suitable for frequent and
prolonged driving on 
roads with no speed lim­
itations.

B ------------  Suitable for frequent and
prolonged driving on 
roads "with speed limita­
tions up to 85 mph.

C ------------  Suitable for driving at
speeds up to 70 mph, but 
infrequent driving at 
higher speeds.

F i g u r e  1

S A M P L E  
Q u ality Grades

T -  QUALITY GRADES ¡ 5 ™  
i  Tread Wear 120 ^
I Traction 105

_i_H igh Speed B ~~p~
j)---------- 2“ Min.— ------<j *

Note: The quality grades shall be in

FIGURE 2.

[FR Doc.74-295 Filed l-3-74;3:00 pm]

CHAPTER X— INTERSTATE COMMERCE 
COMMISSION

SUBCHAPTER A— GENERAL RULES AND 
REGULATIONS

[S.O. 1139; Arndt. 2]
PART 1033— CAR SERVICE

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway 
Co.

REQUIREMENTS

Tire grade: 
Treadwear: 

60 
80 

120 
160 
200

Traction:
90

105
120

Performance
The grades for treadwear 

and traction are in the 
form of percentages com­
paring the performance 
of this tire with a “con­
trol tire.” This control 
tire is not available to 
the general public and Is 
designed according to 
government specifica­
tions to give consistent 
test results. Comparative 
results are used in the 
treadwear and traction 
grading scales, as these 
aspects of tire perform­
ance are affected by geo­
graphic location, envi­
ronment, and driving 
■habits.

At a session of the Interstate Com­
merce Commission, Railroad Service 
Board, held in Washington, D.C., on the 
26th day of December 1973.

Upon further consideration of Service 
Order No. 1139 (38 FR 14944 and 27354), 
and good cause appearing therefor:

It is ordered, That: Service Order No. 
1139 (The Atchison, Topeka and Santa 
Fe Railway Company authorized to oper­
ate over tracks of Union Pacific Railroad 
Company) be, and it is hereby, amended 
by substituting the following paragraph
(e) for paragraph (e) thereof:

(e) Expiration date. The provisions of 
this order shall expire at 11:59 P-®j* 
June 30, 1974, unless otherwise modified.
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